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Centering on Peace
Berks Community TV’s “Centering  on 
Peace” program, sponsored by the Berks 
Peace Community, focuses on peaceful 
solutions to global and local problems 
and discussion with guest experts.

Faramarz Farbod, a member of the 
Alliance steering committee and founder 
of Beyond Capitalism, hosts this program 
on the 4th Tuesday of each month and 
the 2nd Tuesday in January, April, July, 
and October. (See Alliance website.)  

Look for Centering  on Peace  on  Berks 
Community TV at 9:00 pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month or 
on the BCTV YouTube channel [https://www.youtube.com/user/BCTVORG1]. 

BCTV is cablecast on Comcast-Reading Channel 15, Comcast-Southern Berks Channel 965,  
and Service Electric Channel 19 in other parts of Berks County.
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Recognizing the People Who Lived Here First

The Alliance is based in Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley, a small 
part of what was Lenape territory  —  Lenapehoking  —  for 
over 10,000 years. We understand that the Lenape were 
friendly and accommodating  —  until the settlers gradually, 
and often violently, forced them out. We acknowledge the in-
justice and mistreatment Indigenous people faced (and still 
face) as a result of colonialism. We recognize that the Lenape 
practiced many of the same values the Alliance holds, such 
as respect for and regenerative stewardship of the land 
and other living things, eating healthy natural foods, so-
cial justice and restorative practices, and community-based  
participatory decision-making.

Most of the Lenape were forced out of their land and relo-
cated to Oklahoma: the Delaware Nation of Oklahoma and 
the Delaware Indian Tribe, but the Ramapaugh Mountain 
Lenape and the Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania, are both still 
in this area and are not part of the main groups in Oklahoma.

The number of groups, their wide dispersal, and their con-
tinuing identification with the Lenape are pretty clear indi-
cators of the extent to which colonialism disrupted a strong 
Indigenous civilization in this area, paralleling impacts in 
other parts of the US and the continent as a whole.

The Alliance is a signatory to the Lenape Nation of 
Pennsylvania’s Treaty of Renewed Friendship, but we want 
to be clear that acknowledging and recognizing the Lenape 
in no way remedies or repairs the damage done; it is merely 
a step towards raising awareness.

For more information, see www.sustainlv.org/about-us. 

Recognizing the Original People Who Lived Here First

from the editors

As we publish this 23rd issue of Sustainable Lehigh Valley, we’d like 
to pause and mention a few things we’ve been thinking about. 

We are pleased to announce a special edition of Sustainable 
Lehigh Valley for Summer 2024, featuring work by high school stu-
dents. Check out page 11 to learn how your work can be featured 
in this edition!

In 2018, all the essays — and even the cover — were done by 
students or recent graduates. (see ‘Looking back…’, page 46). 2018 
also marked the first issue of Left Turn, a publication focused on 
subjects related to the challenges of global capitalism and moving 
beyond it to a more sustainable world. (See inside back cover for 
more information.) 

For the last few years, the cost of paper has  soared, so we’ve 
worked to make the PDF format more readable and reduced the 
number of copies we print. PDFs for every issue are available for free 
download from our website. [sustainlv.org/slv]

Since its founding (see ‘How the Alliance Began’, page 68), 
the Alliance has considered education a key element of addressing 
climate change, and has involved many interns in this work. (See 
‘Schools: Climate Change Is Here Now’, page 69) to learn more 
about how Lehigh Valley schools can do better to prepare students 
for the climate emergency. 

Since 2004, Alliance has provided internships to high school 
and college students. Alliance internships are anything but routine 
— the focus is on rethinking the system, and interns are directly in-
volved in raising public awareness and creating change. [see intern-
ships.sustainlv.org] 

As international conflicts continue to emerge across the globe, 
we call your attention to the impact of warfare on the environment. 
Don’t miss “War is More Than You Think” (page 4) to learn about 
its climate impacts. (And it can be hard to concentrate as the world’s 
first livestreamed genocide is underway!)

In this issue, we ‘re including the  Principles of Environmental 
Justice from the 1991 People of Color Environmental Justice Summit 
(page 64) to remind us all of the injustices that continue. 

For this issue, we added an expanded section with writers’ and 
artists’ statements about their work. Check it out to experience the 
pieces of this issue from the artist’s perspective! 

Notes From the Editors

https://www.delawarenation-nsn.gov/
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https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lehigh-valley-booklet-pdfs/
https://sustainlv.org/slv
https://internships.sustainlv.org
https://internships.sustainlv.org
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War Is More Than What You Think It Is  Faramarz Farbod 

War Is More Than What You Think It Is

Faramarz Farbod

We don’t think holistically 
about war. When consid-
ering the costs of wars we 

limit our thoughts to war budgets 
and expenditures; loss of combatants 
and non-combatants; healing the in-
jured; destruction of infrastructure, 
cities, countries, and even species an-
nihilation in case of a thermonuclear 
war, but scarcely about pollution and 
the destruction of the climate or the 
powerful institutional war-profiteers 
of capitalism). 

We don’t think holistically about 
climate change either. We rarely con-
sider militarism (or capitalism) in 
talking about environmental crises. 
It is troubling that discussions about 
global warming and even the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) process exclude 
emissions of greenhouse gasses (GHG) 
by the world’s armed forces. Yes, wars 
kill people, destroy places, and threat-
en omnicide with nuclear annihilation 
but they are also killers of the climate. 
The world’s militaries are among the 
world’s greatest users of fossil fuels; 
together they are responsible for about 
6% of total global GHG emissions. 

Because of this long-standing ex-
emption, much of what we know about 
military emissions is sketchy at best. 
The exemption goes back to the 1997 
Kyoto Protocol. The US military, one 
of the largest climate polluters of all 
time, succeeded in exempting the 
armed forces from reporting them. It 
feared that reporting emissions would 
lead to calls for their reduction and po-
tential restrictions that could weaken 

US military dominance and war-mak-
ing ability. Other militaries have secu-
rity concerns that reporting emissions 
might reveal their activities to others.

The subsequent 2015 Paris Agree-
ment made reporting of military emis-
sions a voluntary affair. Most coun-
tries do not require their militaries to 
provide emissions reporting. The mili-
tary exemptions amount to a free pass 
to the largest polluters in the world, 
leading to significant data gaps about 
the true scale of military emissions. 
Another consequence is that military 
emissions cannot be subject to negoti-
ations for emissions reduction targets. 
For example, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) as-
sessments barely touch on emissions 
from the Armed Forces.

The US military, ironically, is 
one of the first institutions to have 
acknowledged the reality of climate 
change. Its recognition, however, is 
driven by concerns about the security 
and technical implications of climate 
breakdown for its worldwide military 
operations. Perceived challenges in-
clude the threat posed by rising sea 
levels to coastal military bases, the im-
pact of melting ice on submarine war-
fare, the disruptive effects of severe 
weather events on agriculture, the 
intensification of resource wars in var-
ious regions of the world impacted by 
severe climate events, a dramatic in-
crease in climate change-induced mass 
migrations, and the prospect of Russia 

becoming a maritime nation owing to 
warming of the Arctic Ocean.

It is not that the US military is un-
interested in its carbon footprint. In-
deed, it has declined over the years  —  
the problem is that the military sees 
the issue within a narrow framework 
of making bases and operations more 
efficient. “Greening the military” is 
thus limited to base realignments, 
some closures, and diversification of 
power sources away from coal to natu-
ral gas and electricity.

This approach is a function of the 
military’s mission of maintaining US 
imperial hegemony, an often-over-
looked fact.

Take the case of overseas bases. 
The US has about 750 military sites 
in more than 80 foreign countries and 
colonies/territories (including secre-
tive bases in Israel and Saudi Arabia), 
comprising about 80% of the world’s 
foreign military bases. There are mul-
tiple issues connected to maintaining 
the US empire of bases, including bas-
es becoming targets for adversaries, 
causing environmental damage owing 
to the use, disposal, and dumping of 
toxic materials, creating local anger 
and protest owing to crimes and ex-
ploitative prostitution linked to bases, 
displacing indigenous peoples, disrupt-
ing relationships by separating mili-
tary personnel from family members, 
and maintaining bases in repressive or 
undemocratic countries. 

The US is unlikely to close most 
of its overseas bases although there 
are many good reasons to do so. For 
example, the US has developed rapid 
deployment capacity from domestic 
bases that allows it to deploy forces 
anywhere globally nearly as fast as 

from its overseas bases. (The US used 
its overseas bases at least 25 times 
since 1980 in military interventions 
and wars of aggression in 15 countries 
in West Asia.) There is also an esti-
mated 19% domestic base excess ca-
pacity available to returning military 
personnel abroad. Perhaps the latter 
factor means that no more than a 20% 
reduction in overseas base structure 
in the foreseeable future is desirable 
from the standpoint of the US military 
planners. What we need is a major 
rethinking of the US force posture 
globally that substantially reduces the 
overall military emissions.

Let’s keep in mind that two-thirds 
of military emissions come from mil-
itary activities. The emissions from 
military operations in turn increase 
during wars such as the Vietnam 
War, the 1991 Gulf War, the post-9/11 
Wars, the Ukraine War, and now the 
genocidal Israeli military assault on 
Gaza. Wars often lead to other major 
emission events. For example, the 
emissions from the burning of oil fields 
in Iraq during the 1991 war account-
ed for 2% of global emissions for that 
year. Or the destruction of the two 
Nordstream pipelines in September 
2022, during the Ukraine war, which 
“contributed greenhouse gas emissions 
comparable to approximately 15 mil-
lion tons of CO2 — or one-third of Den-
mark’s total annual CO2 emissions.

Let’s take the case of the post-9/11 
wars and get a sense of the costs of 
endless wars in terms of CO2 emis-
sions. If the War on Iraq during its 
first four years from 2003 to 2007 
were to be thought of as a country in 
terms of its emissions, it would have 
ranked above 139 countries’ annual 
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https://ralphbuncheinstitute.org/2024/02/war-is-what-you-make-of-it-with-neta-crawford/
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/economy-and-ecology/war-is-a-climate-killer-6094/
https://ceobs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SGRCEOBS-Estimating_Global_MIlitary_GHG_Emissions_Nov22_rev.pdf
https://ceobs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SGRCEOBS-Estimating_Global_MIlitary_GHG_Emissions_Nov22_rev.pdf
https://www.overseasbases.net/fact-sheet.html
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/economy-and-ecology/war-is-a-climate-killer-6094/
https://www.ips-journal.eu/topics/economy-and-ecology/war-is-a-climate-killer-6094/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-023-47290-7
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers/summary
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers/summary
https://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2008/03/A%20Climate%20of%20War%20FINAL%20(March%2017%202008).pdf
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emissions. During each of those years, 
the war emitted more than 60% of 
all the countries in the world. The 
Ukraine War produced in its first year 
as much emissions as those by Sin-
gapore, Switzerland, and Syria com-
bined. The war on Gaza, now entering 
its 6th month, has certainly exacerbat-
ed the detrimental impact of Israel’s 
military and colonizing activities since 
1948 on the environment in histor-
ic Palestine, what some have called 
environmental Nakba. For example, 
the first 100 days of Israel’s military 
assault on Gaza have produced more 
emissions than many developing coun-
tries produce annually.

The US wars since 2001 have not 
just caused massive harm to the peo-
ple (e.g., over 4.5 million war-related 
deaths and 38 million war refugees), 
robbed the public treasure of precious 
resources (e.g., the US price tag has 
reached $8 trillion not including the 
future interest costs of borrowing for 
these wars or caring for the injured 
veterans; the overall Pentagon spend-
ing totaled over $14 trillion), but also 
accelerated climate change: the US 
military emitted 1.2 billion metric tons 
of greenhouse gases between 2001 and 
2017, equivalent to the annual emis-
sions of 257 million cars, more than 
double the number of cars on the road 
in the US. War-related fuel consump-
tion accounted for more than a third of 
the total emissions.

Or take the US military’s emis-
sions from fuel usage alone; if it were a 
country, it would be one of the world’s 
largest GHG emitters. These figures 
don’t even consider the impact on the 
planet of making nuclear bombs and 
generating nuclear waste. Is it any 
wonder then that the Department of 
Defense’s carbon footprint is indeed 
on par with the emissions of Portugal, 
Sweden, or Denmark? 

In the 5th century (BCE), Greek 
poet Aeschylus said, “In war, truth is 
the first casualty.” Could it be that the 
climate will be the last casualty?

Is this hyperbole?
There is a vast disconnect between 

what the military does, what we know, 
and what must be done to avoid eco-
logical ruin  —  we cannot have both 
ecological sanity and US imperial 
militarism. Unless this realization 
finds a way into public consciousness, 
all efforts to reverse course and avoid 
ecological catastrophe will fall peril-
ously short. The US ruling class has 
hardly any serious ideas about manag-
ing the trajectory of the crisis-ridden 
and atrocity-producing system it rep-
resents, let alone reversing its drive to-
ward the abyss of an unlivable planet. 

It is up to us to dismantle the 
empire, restructure the military, 
reduce it to a fraction of its present 
size, create an equitable, ecological 
society, and soon. 

Faramarz Farbod, a native of Iran, teaches politics at Moravian University. He is 
the founder of Beyond Capitalism, a working group of the Alliance, and the editor 

of its publication Left Turn. He can be reached at farbodf@moravian.edu.

When Rome fell, the aqueducts stood in the midst
In political pandemonium, water flowed 
But now it has fallen to the trees
Even buried by the Sahara
Rome wasn’t built in a day, but it only took 6 to burn down

What will Lady liberty look like in 30 years time?
Polished by the sea, she’s now copper green
Bloodshed at Gettysburg 
Watered the growing green grass

Roots overtake your sidewalk
Pushing the concrete out
Growing over power lines
They cause a blackout

Nature has always been
Humanity’s
Greatest threat

Don’t worry,

When we fall
The trees
Will stand 

c

When Rome Fell to the Trees
Felix Murch

When Rome Fell to the Trees  Felix Murch 

 Felix is a Sophomore Literary Major at Lehigh Valley 
Charter High School for the Arts. Born in San Francisco, 
Felix has lived in the Lehigh Valley for the last 13 years.

Also see Faramarz’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 56. Also see Felix’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 58.

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/worlds-war-greenhouse-gas-emissions-has-military-blind-spot-2023-07-10/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/09/emissions-gaza-israel-hamas-war-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/09/emissions-gaza-israel-hamas-war-climate-change
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/files/cow/imce/papers/2019/Summary_Pentagon%20Fuel%20Use%2C%20Climate%20Change%2C%20and%20the%20Costs%20of%20War%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/news/us-military-consumes-more-hydrocarbons-than-most-countries-with-a-massive-hidden-impact-on-the-climate
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/news/us-military-consumes-more-hydrocarbons-than-most-countries-with-a-massive-hidden-impact-on-the-climate
https://theconversation.com/the-defense-department-is-worried-about-climate-change-and-also-a-huge-carbon-emitter-118017
mailto:farbodf%40moravian.edu?subject=
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In the Absence of Humans…  Dani Dollenger 

People come and go, creating this 
kind of flow that never ceases, 

constantly moving, drinking, eat-
ing, cleaning, laughing and simply 
… living.

And I stay here. Watching 
the bustle continue past closing 
time, seeing people pass outside, 
in shorts one day, and in winter 
coats on what seems to be the next. 
Stuck. Frozen in time watching life 
revolve around me, never aging, 
never changing, just staying the 
same, a mere reflection of life who 
should have moved on long ago.

Birthdays go by, people blow-
ing out candles on a cake with 
purposeful chocolate drizzle. Peo-
ple sit with their mother’s ring 
in their pockets, ready to toast to 
new engagements, marriages, and 
entirely new lives. Every milestone 
that fabricates the evergreen life 
that’s so sought after is appreciated 
and hosted within these walls. 
Strangers who never even knew 
each other gather into the cramped 
space to celebrate their gains and 
forget their losses.

People leave their marks, wine 
stains on the carpet, pomegranate 
stains on the cutting board, strands 
of hair in the booths, and lipstick 
stains on napkins. 

But one by one, the people 
fade, waxing and waning like the 
moon, ever so slowly dying off, leav-
ing me to stay alone in the back 
corner booth, all on my own, stuck 
in the precocious image of what was 
once a night life on the high line.

And one night, when I’m all on 
my lonesome, the earth shakes her 
pretty little head, emitting a sound 
so cacophonous, I wonder if I will 
ever hear a thing again.

No people come in the next 
day, as if to show me some sort of 
lesson in morality. This lesson can 
only be taught in the type of deaf-
ening silence that practically blocks 
off all other senses.

For the first time in years, the 
sun rises, and it stays silent. The 
quiet used to follow the moon like a 
wide eyed infant, but now it passes 
between both of its parents, wan-
dering between the sun and moon 
as they exchange custody of one of 
their many children.

So I sit and I wait, for the next 
moon to fade into a sunrise, and for 
the owner’s key to jingle in the door, 
but no keys jingle. No dishes click, 
no wine stains the carpet, no pome-
granates stain the cutting boards, 
no women leave strands of hair in 
the booths or lipstick marks on the 

In the Absence of Humans…

Dani Dollenger
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napkins, for no napkins are used. 
Not today.

Or tomorrow, or the next 
day, or the next week, or the next 
month, or year, or decade.

It’s all just … silent.
No more birthdays or cakes. 

The rings have passed, the cham-
pagne in fancy glasses has fizzled 
out, and milestones have crum-
bled, only the small sprinkles of 
memories are left behind to remi-
nisce over.

Sun rise, sun set, sunrise, sun-
set. Summer, Fall, Winter, Spring, 
Summer, Fall, Winter, Spring, over 
and over again.

The dust finally has time to 
settle on more than just the min-
iscule crevices, it settles on every-
thing, even me. I never knew that 
was possible.

Each year, the earth shakes 
her head again, causing the build-
ing to crack a little more every 
time, allowing more and more of 
the outside to come in.

It starts with pollen, then one 
day, I noticed a tiny little stem 
growing up in between the kitchen 
tile grout. It slithers gently across 
the floor, emitting the most faint 
noise of … life.

The plant spreads and dupli-
cates, each singing a song of their 
own, yet all of their songs sync up, 
creating one big symphony of life 
under the conduction of Mother 
Nature.

 Each sprout in the grout cre-
ates a new aspect and note to play, 
and each different color flower that 
comes from the sprouts makes its 
own chord.

After the earth’s third stretch 
and shudder, a tree crashes down 
through the roof, falling right over 
the wine stain on the carpet. This 
gap in the shingles brings in more 
sun, and air, and light than ever 
before.

And with this collapse, silence 
matures, it grows up and no longer 
passes between the sun and moon, 
it just … disappears. 

In the flight of silence, comes 
something even more beautiful . . . 
the lead vocalists in the song of life.

The rains create ponds in the 
dinner bowls and sinks, giving little 
creatures a home. Frogs burrow 
down in piles of cloth napkins, the 
lipstick dyes now faded from the 
fabric. Any strands of hair and 
clothing threads are scouted out and 
collected by birds as they construct 
nests for their incoming young.

After facing the elements for 
far too long, the cutting boards 
decay and the finish on the wooden 
tables peels up. Over time, the 
wood becomes mere termite dust, 
with a few sponge-like chips deco-
rating the debris.

As the seasons pass, the mar-
ble counter top at the bar cracks 
and crumbles into small, glistening 
stones. The seasons’ temperatures 
are far too harsh and contrasting 
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as the earth’s rotations attempt to 
clear her of pollution.

People created so much litter 
that even after so many years, the 
earth still isn’t clean. It takes a 
long time to solve that problem, but 
one day, the sky rubles and groans. 
It turns black and churns with 
petty anger, so fed up with human 
hubris that it opens its gates and 
encircles the earth in a cleansing 
flood, washing away the last rem-
nants of unreasonable waste, and 
leaving the memories of buildings 
and houses in its wake.

It’s hard to remember how 
it used to look … how humans 
detracted from earth’s natural 
beauty in their constant need for 
progression, growth, and urbaniza-
tion. 

In the lack of humans, other 
life claims the land that was stolen 
from them. In the lack of humans, 
the stars light up the sky almost as 
much as the sun does. In the lack of 
humans, life prospers more than it 
ever has. 

So I sit alone, right where they 
left me, and watch mother nature 
reclaim her body. 

Sustainable Lehigh Valley	 Spring 2024

Also see Danica’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 55.

Special issue – Youth Voices

Attention High School Students 

For the Summer of 2024, Alliance is proud to announce that 
we will publish a special Youth Voices issue of Sustainable 
Lehigh Valley focused on work from local Lehigh Valley 
students — and we’d like to include your voice! 

Use your creative abilities to help move us toward a more 
sustainable world! Whether your primary interest is the 
climate, environment, healthy food, social justice, public 
health, more-resilient communities, true democracy, or any 
other aspect of sustainability. (See Alliance Goals, page 66.)

Alliance accepts a variety of work related to sustainability, 
including essays, poetry, short stories, photography, 
drawings, and other artwork, including hybrid forms. 
Several schools throughout the Lehigh Valley have had their 
student’s work published in previous issues of Sustainable 
Lehigh Valley. 

What will thriving, equitable, sustainable communities 
look like and feel like?
What will it take to achieve this? What are the barriers?
What will happen if we fail to address climate change? 

You can submit a piece you have already created — or 
something entirely new. This is a great opportunity to build 
your résumé for colleges and future employers! 

Please review our online guidelines. 
[www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines]

Questions?  Email us at SLV-editors@sustainlv.org 

https://www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines
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“The earth will not miss us”   Hannah Kraybill-Greggo  

Mid day, 
in the now reclaimed field,
a newcomer has arrived.
The cardinal, with aching wings
from the far flight away from its nest, 
is looking for sustenance.

It settles swiftly 
on the dilapidated fence.
The fractured trees, 
are decomposing, 
returning to the earth.

Below him, little ants 
quickly form convoluted colonies.
Maneuvering without questioning,
along a graying bone. 
They like the coolness of the soil here. 

Mid day, and the thin vines of ivy 
wrap the crumbling 
remains of the bell tower 
forming the outline of a phantom shelter 
even the cardinal can sense.

“The earth will not miss us” 
Hannah Kraybill-Greggo 

Among the bricks
that have eroded with time 
a small deer fawn huddles,
recently born, 
but whose ancestors 
settled this land 
years before.

He bows his head 
to the cardinal on the fence,
 “Welcome.” 
It blinks its thanks. 

With new sage weariness,
the fawn lays down on the vine covered words:
Cassandra Taylor, 
2040-2101, 
You will be missed. 

c

Hannah Kraybill-Greggo attends the Lehigh Valley Charter High School 
for the Arts in Bethlehem, where she is a Sophomore Literary Artist. She 

enjoys writing poetry and finding inspiration in every book she reads. 

Also see Hannah’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 57.
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Black strands of pavement stretch 
out like carved canals, dark and 

reflective in the early evening. The 
headlights seem more audible than 
visual, resonant klaxons humming 
a warning as they pass, stretching 
out in the murky night. He loves the 
way cars look in the rain; he loves 
when they’re in park and you can see 
the soft yellow light illuminate the 
passengers, radiance greeting them 
after their journey through the storm 
is done. It’s the same feeling as when 
you see a house with the lights on 
and the TV playing during a snow-
storm, and you feel nothing but joy 
for that person and their TV and 
their warm house. Not a hint of envy, 
and then you feel good about yourself 
for not being envious. 

The slice of pizza he holds is 
uncannily good. His friends and 
family seem to feel neutral about 

the pizzeria he sits in, but their 
ambivalence gives the experience an 
exclusivity – he’s a regular, he has 
that strange relationship with the 
staff that regulars have. What do you 
say to them? You know their faces 
but not their names, you eternally 
pay them money, and they eternally 
offer their service. Is that all there is 
now? Forgetting to pack your lunch 
for the evening and inevitably having 
the same excellent, crackly, perfectly 
sauced slice of pizza? The night will 
return, you will greet the cooks with 
the same resting level of recognition, 
you will return to work. He feels 
uncomfortable in his American rep-
etition. It isn’t monotony as much 
as it’s a sequence – a comfortable, 
reliable cycle of eating and digestion 
that carries so much privilege in its 
bloated rhythm. In the rain, he can’t 
tell apart the different toxic liquids 
dripping from the cars. This disqui-
ets him. His shift starts up again in 
15 minutes. His job is fun – he feels 
bad about how fun his job is. Other 
people his age toil in the desolate 
frozen halls of supermarkets or the 
thick greasy air that wafts from fast 
food kitchens, but he gets to sit down 
in a comfortable chair and do inter-
esting work, and he gets paid more 
than them. He can buy his pizza. He 
can pay for his gas – gas, the nebu-

Eating Pizza on Break  David Fadem 

Eating Pizza on Break

David Fadem

lous unseen fuel coursing through 
the maze-like pathways around the 
engine, rumbling under his feat, pri-
mordial dinosaur carcasses used and 
disposed of. Why is driving so fun? 
Why does gliding along an empty 
highway, the soft pavement like snow, 
give way to the utter sublime? His 
mom has always wanted to drive 
on Highway 1 – brilliant chocolatey 
stone and the dry desert grasses, the 
Pacific stretching out with its infinite 
might, so polluted it is almost visible. 
He had a dream he was driving on 
that consoling route. In his waking 
life, he would’ve been listening to 
Jim Croce or Boygenius, he would’ve 
crafted the perfect sequence of songs 
to guide him across the expanse, 
the rhythm and the road working 
together in an exclusively Ameri-
can harmony. How beautiful this 
great country, how high its ridges, 
E Pluribus Unum, Leaves of Grass, 
Fleetwood Mac, deep fried Oreos, 

Martin Luther King, God. In the 
distance, a great figure looms in the 
sea – Cthulhu, some great whale? 
In the dream, he just keeps driving, 
over the barrier (his greatest fear in 
this situation), but the car glides like 
it does on 78, flying with a greyscale 
stream of pollution trailing behind it. 
The Cthulhu lump in the ocean gets 
closer; it’s now clear that it consists 
entirely of trash. Milk cartons and 
microplastics, those horrible plas-
tic can-holder things that get stuck 
on birds’ necks. Plastic bags, pizza 
boxes. Before the trash swallows 
you and your fossil-fueled Saab, the 
dream ends and you wake up staring 
at the pools of grease that have gath-
ered on your slice. 

He goes back to his job and does 
his work. It is incredible to enjoy 
what makes you money, and to clock 
out with a feeling of fullness. Once 
again, this is not some monotonous 
drudgery  —  it’s a privilege. 

David Fadem is a senior at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School 
for the Arts and an incoming freshman at Middlebury College. 

Also see David’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 56.  
(includes a sample playlist.)
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Healthy Food in Schools  Corena Munroe 

Schools can do a lot to help our 
young people get healthy, nu-
tritious food and learn about 

the food system so they can make 
healthy choices. Instead of support-
ing our health, much of the food sold 
in the US tends to undermine it. 

In 2004, the Berkley Unified 
School District created a School Lunch 
Initiative that included developing 
school gardens, classroom lessons, and 
a change to healthier school food. Par-
ticipating schools reported that their 
students were making healthier food 
choices, had a higher preference for 
fruits and vegetables, and scored high-
er on nutrition knowledge tests. 

Teachers, administrators, and 
parents can inspire students to 
reclaim their food system through 
meals made with naturally-grown 
local food, more time to each such 
meals, a well-rounded education with 
a focus on intersectionality and waste 
reduction, and hands-on experiences 
that immerse them into a taste of 
what change can look like. Schools 
can and should provide students with 
the knowledge and tools to develop a 
more sustainable perspective on food, 
which will allow all aspects of stu-
dent health to flourish long term. 

One key step in building a sus-
tainable food system is supporting 
the local community. Purchasing 
local food, and supporting local farms 

and neighborhood small businesses 
helps local businesses and institu-
tions thrive and improves the com-
munity. Farm-to-school programs 
build relationships between schools 
and local farms to ensure equal 
access to local, healthy, cultural-
ly-appropriate food for all, as well as 
foster health and nutrition within the 
community. Providing fresh, natu-
ral, local, healthful, and sustainable 
food to schools and teaching students 
about the importance and nutrition of 
eating this way. Knowing where your 
food is coming from and how it is 
grown is an important aspect of eat-
ing that many people have lost sight 
of. Most commercially-available food 
products create a barrier between 
people and the food they are consum-
ing. Getting food — or as much as 
possible — from a more trustworthy, 
local source can provide schools with 
the security of knowing that they are 
serving their students and faculty 
food that is fresh, natural or organic, 
nutrient-rich, environment. 

Composting can be another great 
way to teach children about how the 
natural world works. On-site com-
posting provides great opportunities 
for students to truly understand how 
the decomposition of food turns into 
mineral-rich soil, a real-life organic 
chemistry experiment. Students can 

Healthy Food in Schools
Developing wellness policies to actually support health and wellness

Corena Munroe

experiment with different ratios of 
food to brown matter to understand 
which works best. Having a com-
posting system on-site complement 
having a school garden. Students can 
watch food grow, eat it, then observe 
the food scraps as they turn back into 
soil for the next season, completing 
‘the food loop’. (A school cafeteria’s 
food waste would create more com-
post than needed, but schools have 
found farms willing to compost it for 
‘free fertilizer’ to enrich their soil.) 

Changing to local and sustainable 
food sourcing, healthy and delicious 
menu options, increased mealtime, 
enhanced nutrition education, and 
hands-on learning all increase stu-
dent performance and energy levels 

throughout the day, lead to healthier 
food choices, a higher preference for 
fruits and vegetables, and an over-
all increase in physical and mental 
health. The extensive research sup-
porting these changes is undeniable.*

Schools can reassess ways to 
equitably foster wellness, education, 
nutrition, and sustainability, in both 
the school and the community. 

Parents and students: urge 
your district to convert to healthy 
locally-sourced foods and provide 
appropriate experiential and class-
room-based education. 

* Details on research and methodology can be found 
in the ‘Keys to a Strong School Wellness Policy’ 
guide described below.

Corena is a senior at Lehigh University, majoring in 
Environmental Studies and Health, Medicine, and Society, 

with a minor in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.

Also see Corena’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 58.

Editors Note: This essay is based on ‘Keys to a Strong School Wellness Policy’, a 
guide developed by Corena, Amanda Heron [Lafayette ’24] and Sarah Mengel [Kutz-
town ’23] as part of the Alliance’s summer 2023 Rethinking the Food System project. 
(See link for downloadable PDFs.) 
 

https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/keys-to-a-strong-school-wellness-policy/
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/keys-to-a-strong-school-wellness-policy/


1918

Sustainable Lehigh Valley	 Spring 2024

Schools: Climate Change Is Here Now  Editorial team Schools: Climate Change… 

Schools: Climate Change Is Here Now
You need to integrate it across the curriculum!

Editorial team

It’s amazing how many of our 
local schools do so little to help 
students understand and prepare 

for global warming and the climate 
emergency and to deal with other 
critical elements of sustainability. It’s 
not realistic to wait for the state to 
decide it’s OK.

Pennsylvania’s state Board of 
Education finally adopted new sci-
ence standards, and we hope that 
this will bring real improvement, but 
the new standards are not adequate 
on climate change and sustainabil-
ity — and they don’t take effect until 
the 2025–2026 school year.

We hope teachers and schools 
throughout the Lehigh Valley are 
doing everything they can to correct 
this and provide the support and tools 
students will need to face the coming 
challenges of climate change and 
building sustainable communities.

We talked with one teacher who’s 
making efforts in this direction: Greg 
Zahm, who teaches environmental 
science at Liberty High School, is 
exploring ways to catalyze changes 
in his district. As with most sustain-
ability-related projects, Greg’s efforts 
in Bethlehem will require using both 
‘big picture’ understanding and the 
ability to deal with myriad small 
details to overcome the challenges 
and barriers to change. Greg noted 
that different institutions each face 

unique barriers to changes in educa-
tional policy. 

Meaningful learning about cli-
mate and sustainability demands 
a comprehensive, interdisciplinary 
approach that engages all students, 
not just those in science courses. 

Science and facts are often 
ignored or denied by elected officials 
and the media, so it’s also essential 
to help students learn how to distin-
guish science and fact from ideology 
and uninformed opinion. 

Greg’s goals are to help his dis-
trict in four main areas, and he also 
indicated some of the barriers:

•	plan and fully implement its 
2014 Climate and Sustainability 
Commitment and communicate 
progress to the community annu-
ally. This will involve teachers, 
administrators, and staff.

•	create an active district-wide 
committee on sustainability. This 
should be a simple decision, but 
its success depends on participa-
tion who have the commitment 
and time. 

•	hire or assign a person to focus 
on climate change and sustain-
ability education and public 
outreach. This requires funding, 
always a problem for schools 
(despite their massive budgets).

•	make environmental science a 
required course for all students 
(or an option to fulfill students’ 
science requirement). This will 
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require active participation from 
teachers and administrators, and 
will probably take many months 
and should include consultation 
with higher education experts.

While the state doesn’t seem 
capable of showing the needed leader-
ship, school districts need not wait — 
they can take steps now to make sure 
their schools provide what students 
need. 

In its 2014 Climate and Sustain-
ability Commitment, Bethlehem Area 
School District said, “School districts 
that proactively address [these] con-
cerns better serve their students and 
their communities… they provide 
students with the knowledge and 
skills needed to address the critical, 
systemic challenges faced both locally 
and globally.” 

How can we expect the new gen-
eration to build a strong future if 
schools do not provide the tools they 
will need?

This is not just about science 
teachers! In fact, limiting climate 
education to science could fail to 
develop the critical social, ethical, 
and political dimensions. 

Parents and students may need to 
press the school board and adminis-
tration, and teachers can incorporate 
many needed changes into their own 
classes. Relatively simple changes 
can make a real difference, and every 
district needs to take action to ade-
quately serve their students. 

Some school leaders may cite var-
ious barriers to change, but teachers 
can incorporate changes like these 
within existing curriculum require-

ments. It turns out that it isn’t as diffi-
cult as you might think! 

Here are a few ideas teachers can 
try in various subject areas: 

•	English / ELA – Read and dis-
cuss books such as Braiding 
Sweetgrass, The Hunger Games, 
The New Atlantis, Two Degrees or 
stories from Everything Change; 

•	Social Studies – Discuss climate 
justice and the disproportionate 
causes and effects of climate 
change in certain countries and 
populations, the causes and 
effects of political inaction, and 
poor coverage in the mainstream 
corporate media; examine the 
results when companies can push 
costs onto the government and 
taxpayers. (Common examples of 
such ‘externalities’ are polluting 
air, soil, and water or creating 
products that endanger our 
health.);

•	Math and Engineering – Explore 
ways to measure, mitigate, and 
adapt to global warming effects 
such as sea-level rise in;

•	Science (Biology, Chemistry, 
Environmental Science, and 
Physics) – Explore and analyze 
climate-change causes such as 
burning fossil fuels, wasting 
energy, and food production and 
waste; examine impacts such as 
loss of glaciers and ice sheets, 
massive wildfires, desertification, 
extreme weather events, and spe-
cies extinction;

We hope that teachers through-
out the Lehigh Valley will integrate 
changes along these lines into their 

https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/school-district-climate-sustainability-commitment/
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/school-district-climate-sustainability-commitment/
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classrooms! (For additional ideas, 
please see the Alliance’s Teaching 
Climate website.) 

The most ambitious goal that 
Greg outlined may be full implemen-
tation of the district’s 2014 Climate 
and Sustainability Commitment, 
since this could involve many interde-
pendent components. 

Here are a few examples: 
•	waste minimization and recy-

cling, (staff and students need to 
know why reducing waste is so 
important and how to do it effec-
tively in their school); 

•	eliminate school bus idling and 
providing course content looking 
at the health impacts of pollution;

•	develop and phase in standards 
for sustainable food purchasing 
and preparation.

•	develop a food-waste composting 
program for the very large vol-
ume of organic food waste pro-
duced daily.

•	explore the benefits of a school 
garden and composting, and pro-
vide course content looking at the 
food system’s critical role in cli-
mate change, health, and waste;  
(see the Alliance’s 2023 Keys to a 
Strong School Wellness Policy)

•	increase opportunities for experi-
ential learning and field trips; 

•	review career pathways in light 
of 21st-century opportunities 
(such as design & installation 
of alternative energy systems, 
designing carbon-neutral build-
ings, planning for organizational 
sustainability, and sustainability 
coordination and management); 

•	find ways to incorporate climate 
and sustainability across the cur-
riculum at all grade levels 

Greg pointed to Portland, Oregon, 
as what may be the best example 
of what can be done to address cli-
mate and sustainability comprehen-
sively — in their operations,curricu-
lum, and community engagement. 

The Portland Public Schools 
have committed to a comprehensive 
approach to reducing greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions, minimizing other 
negative environmental impacts, 
improving the health and wellness 
of school communities, and building 
a culture of learning, responsibil-
ity, and sustainability, centered on 
racial equity and climate justice. 
In addition, they are reviewing all 
current textbooks for accuracy about 
the climate crisis and “will abandon 
the use of any adopted text material 
that is found to express doubt about 
the severity of the climate crisis or its 
root in human activities.”

One critical element, Greg says, is 
to involve all stakeholders, including 

State Standards

In 2020, New Jersey adopted new standards 
requiring climate issues to be taught across 
the K-12 curriculum at all levels. In 2023, they 
set aside $4.5 million for grants for educa-
tors to develop effective education lessons 
on climate change. 

In 2022, Connecticut adopted standards 
requiring all its K-12 schools to teach about 
climate change. 

So far, NJ and CT are the only two states that 
require all schools to teach climate change. 

PA’s new science standards don’t go into 
effect until the 2025–2026 school year.

“ ”
Learning should be seen as a qualitative change 

in a person's way of seeing, experiencing, 
understanding, conceptualizing something in the 

real world — rather than as a quantitative change in 
the amount of knowledge someone possesses. 

 -Paul Ramsden (Australian educator) 
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teachers, students, administrators, 
staff, parents, union leaders, and 
community members. 

Greg is currently inviting com-
munity partners to join his efforts to 
build a strong Bethlehem climate jus-
tice project and hopes it can help spur 
other school districts. His passion for 
these topics arose, he explained, from 
growing up in the Lehigh Valley and 
seeing development destroy a lot of 
natural areas that he had enjoyed. 
He is now on sabbatical working on 

his Master’s in Environmental Sci-
ence, but he continues to work with 
students and potential partners to 
keep things moving forward; he plans 
go on to a doctorate focusing on edu-
cational policy. 

It’s way past time for schools to 
include full coverage on climate and 
sustainability! Parents and students 
need to insist that your district pro-
vide comprehensive experiential and 
classroom-based education across the 
curriculum at all levels.
 

Several people helped create this article, including Angie Bravo  
(Lehigh ‘24). editorial intern Ericka Nimbley (Lafayette ‘26), community  

member Sarah Mengel (Kutztown ‘23), and editor Peter Crownfield.

For more information on the editorial team, see the Writers & Artists section, page 58.

Note: This article includes material from our Teaching Climate website (see page 63).  
Climate justice embodies many of the Principles of Environmental Justice (see page 64). 

https://teach-climate.net
https://teach-climate.net
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/keys-to-a-strong-school-wellness-policy/
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/keys-to-a-strong-school-wellness-policy/
https://teach-climate.net
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Several months ago I discovered 
a network of people established 
to regenerate the Earth. The 

group originally organized itself 
around a book study of the book “The 
Design Pathway For Regenerating 
Earth” by Joe Brewer. Over a peri-
od of a few years the group grew to 
several thousand people using an 
Internet platform called Earth Re-
generators through which they could 
coordinate themselves. They have 
communicated through the platform 
by posting in various ways and by 
creating and attending meetings 
through Zoom. They have established 
groups by bioregion, delineating the 
different levels of regeneration: on the 
ground projects, methods of defining 
and mapping bioregions, effective 
communication as they learned to-
gether, discerning and discovering as 
they go. Joe Brewer said this about 
Earth Regenerators in the forward to 
the second edition of his book, “Thou-
sands of people gathered to learn 
about bioregions, the state of the 
planet and what it will take to ensure 
human survival in the years ahead”.

As I became involved, Earth Re-
generators reminded me of how I felt 
when I discovered the Alliance’s direc-
tory, which was originally called “Or-
ganizations That Promote Sustainable 
Communities”, the precursor of Sus-
tainable Lehigh Valley. I discovered 
other people in my area through this 

booklet, each with their own projects 
approaching problems and solutions 
of sustainability, as we have called it, 
and regeneration, as I usually refer to 
it now, focusing not only on sustaining 
what we still have, but on bringing 
back to life that which has declined. I 
discovered how it felt to know that I’m 
not alone in my worries and in a sense 
of helplessness that can make moving 
forward very difficult. The Alliance’s 
directory, now Sustainable Lehigh 
Valley, has empowered me to reach 
out to others with shared aims to find 
solutions together.

Over the years, projects of sustain-
ability and regeneration have prolif-
erated worldwide. We don’t usually 
hear about them, unless we’re already 
focused on such things. And even if 
we are, it’s not unusual to miss them. 
It’s not unusual even to find that 
there has been something going on for 
years with a similar aim just a couple 
of miles away. Earth Regenerators 
has brought people in through their 
platform to map these projects across 
various landscapes around bioregions. 
These bioregions are defined by geo-
logic and hydrologic aspects and the 
cultural patterns that grow up around 
these features. Information and learn-
ing exchanges have taken place and 
the online presence has helped to facil-
itate on the ground connections locally.

In the past year, this movement 
and the online platforming of this ac-
tivity has shifted from Earth Regener-

Our Region and the Regeneration of the Earth

Suzanne Rosse

Our Region and the Regeneration of the Earth  Suzanne Rosse …Regeneration of the Earth

ators to the platform called the Design 
School for Regenerating Earth with a 
membership structure. Earth Regen-
erators is closing down as the Design 
School emerges. One can become a 
member of the Design School for as 
little as $5 per month at this time. The 
learning exchanges continue and more 
people are taking part all the time 
from all over the world.

The movement has gone across 
this continent defining such bioregions 
as Cascadia, a region that stretches 
across Western Canada south into the 
Northwestern United States. Then 
there is the Colorado River Basin, 
The Great Lakes Basin, The Greater 
Tkaronto Bioregion, Genesee Finger-
lakes and the Acadian North Forest 
Bioregion, which stretches from Maine 
down into New York, Vermont and 
New Hampshire. Then there is the 
bioregion Barichara, Columbia, where 
Joe Brewer himself has been working 
on the ground for some time.

So who are we here, in the Lehigh 
Valley, perhaps defined by our moun-
tains, our valleys, the rivers as they 
cut through at Lehigh Gap, Wind Gap, 
Delaware Water Gap? What about the 
watersheds with the flow of rainfall 
and rivers as things come together? 
These features specific to our area 

direct our approach as we assess the 
needs of the land as good stewards. 
Many of us have already studied 
these things deeply. How do we start 
a conversation so that we can work 
and learn together? How do we find 
our place so that each one of us can 
contribute our skills to common goals? 
We need to “find each other and come 
together around shared identity and 
purpose” Joe Brewer suggests on the 
Design School platform. Ultimately, if 
we choose to follow guidelines being 
created in the Design School, we may 
develop Bioregional Learning Centers, 
educational hubs “for gathering and 
synthesizing knowledge about local 
ecology and culture” (Joe Brewer).

A few of us in this Lehigh Valley 
region are already working through 
the Design School for Regenerating 
Earth. I’m excited to work through 
a process which can both bring us 
together locally and regionally and 
connect us to others working world-
wide to regenerate our planet. If you 
are interested, connect with us at the 
Design School platform here: https://
design-school-for-regenerating-earth.
mn.co/about, or contact me at suz-
ie@sustainlv.org. I look forward to 
meeting you!
 

Suzie Rosse has a background in Ecology and Philosophy. She actively participates in 
Alliance projects and is also engaged in work at Genesis Farm in Blairstown, NJ. 

Also see Suzie’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 59.



2524

Sustainable Lehigh Valley	 Spring 2024
Empowering Young Farmers   Gene Hunter 

Empowering Young Farmers 
Regenerative Organic Agriculture Can Reverse Climate 

Chaos
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Helping pollinators helps fulfill 
a crucial need of new young farmers 
(and all farmers) to avoid the nega-
tive consequences from colony col-
lapse and poisoning of our food. This 
is something anyone with any size 
property can undertake on their own. 

The majority of pollinators in 
North Dakota are insects such as 
native bees, honey bees, beetles, 
flies, moths, and butterflies. Through 
the process of foraging, both native 
and non-native pollinators provide 
pollinating services to many native 
flowering plants. Perennial plants 
such as flowering shrubs, legumes 
and wildflowers provide consistent 
foraging habitat during the spring, 
summer, and fall. Annual plants, 
such as certain commodity and pro-
duce crops, provide foraging oppor-
tunities. Of animal pollinators, bees 
are considered to the most important 
group. Pollen, usually moistened with 
nectar or floral oil, is used to feed 
larvae, and nectar is used to fuel the 
flight of adults. Many bees are active 
above ground as adults for only a few 
weeks or months. Bees require a reli-
able protein source (pollen) during 
their active period, generally late 
April through early October, to carry 
the adult and offspring through the 
winter to the next blooming period. 
Most native bees nest underground 
as solitary individuals. Relatively 
undisturbed conditions with suitable 
ground and/or nest structure pro-
vide nesting sites. Nesting sites are 
important because the further the 
bees must travel the more energy the 
pollinator uses. If bees travel long 

distances to a “poor” food source and 
become stressed, the bees may be 
more susceptible to environmental 
factors such as parasites and disease 
resulting in possible starvation or 
possible reproductive decline. The 
average foraging distance for native 
bees ranges from approximately 50 
feet to one-half mile while non-native 
pollinators, such as the European 
honey bee, range up to several miles 
from the colony. 

Where do you start? The Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), in cooperation with its part-
ners, has developed two publications 
to assist landowners. These publica-
tions are titled “Farming for Pollina-
tors” and “Farming for Bees: Guide-
lines for Providing Native Bee Habi-
tat on Farms.” These publications are 
available at your local United States 
Department of Agriculture Service 
Center NRCS office or you can down-
load them on the Internet.2 Also see 
the Alliance website for an excellent 
student essay on pollinators.3 

Enabling Young Farmers in 
Regenerative Organic Agriculture

Education and Training: Rodale 
Institute4 and The Seed Farm5 pro-
vide excellent programs. 

Educational programs that teach 
young farmers about regenerative 
organic practices. Collaborate with 
agricultural universities, research 
institutions, and experienced farmers 
to provide hands-on training. 

Financial Support: Offer grants, 
subsidies, or low-interest loans to 
young farmers adopting regenerative 

Gene Hunter

In an era remarkable for envi-
ronmental challenges, the role of 
agriculture in fostering sustain-

ability and ecological balance has be-
come increasingly vital. Regnerative 
organic agriculture (RGA) stands out 
as a promising solution. Empowering 
young farmers to embrace this ap-
proach can be a transformative step 
towards a more sustainable future. 

This article explores the benefits 
of regenerative organic agriculture 
and ways to support and enable the 
younger generation to take the lead 
in implementing these practices.

RGA goes beyond conventional,-
modern farming methods by focus-
ing on holistic ecosystem manage-
ment, soil health, and biodiversity. 
This approach aims to restore and 
enhance our ability, as well as that 
of our ecosystems, to survive climate 
chaos by improving the health of the 
soil, water conservation, and sup-
porting the overall well-being of the 
environment of which we humans 
are a part. Key principles include 
minimal soil disturbance, cover 
cropping, diverse crop rotations and 
intercropping, refraining from using 
fossil fuel derived inputs or poisons 
and the integration of livestock into 
farming systems. 

Benefits of Regenerative  
Organic Agriculture

Carbon Sequestration: Regener-
ative practices capture and store 
carbon in the soil, mitigating climate 
change. (See Rodale’s white paper1 
on for more information.) Healthy 
soils act as a carbon sink, offsetting 
greenhouse gas emissions from other 
sources and drawing down the atmo-
spheric CO2 to a livable level even 
after we stop increasing it. 

Soil Health: Regenerative practices 
contribute to the improvement of soil 
structure and fertility. Healthy soils 
retain water more effectively, reduc-
ing the need for irrigation. 

Biodiversity: Crop diversity and 
the integration of livestock support 
a more biodiverse ecosystem. This 
biodiversity helps control pests nat-
urally and enhances the resilience 
of the farming system including 
enhancing survival rates of crucial 
beneficial pollinators. 

Water Conservation: Improved soil 
structure enhances water retention, 
reducing the need for irrigation. 
Cover cropping reduces soil erosion, 
preventing water pollution 

What are pollinators and why 
should you care? 

file:///Users/peter/PKCi/Alliance/SLV%20%20%7c%20%20Directory/SLV%20-%20%2323/%2323%20SLV%20%5bindd%5d/*%20TO%20DO%20%20SLV%20%2323%20%20/www.xerces.org
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practices. An example of energy aid 
is the federal REAP program.6 This 
is an example of a grant that will pay 
for 50% of a photovoltaic system with 
an additional 30% available from a 
different program. If the REAP could 
be made more simply and readily 
available that would help more of us. 

Financial incentives can help off-
set the initial costs of transitioning to 
regenerative organic agriculture. 

Networking and Mentorship Facil-
itate mentorship programs connect-
ing experienced regenerative farmers 
with new enthusiasts.7Create net-
works and forums where young farm-
ers can share experiences and learn 
from each other. 

Access to Resources: Ensure access 
to quality seeds, organic inputs, 
and equipment at affordable prices.8 
Establish resource centers providing 
information, tools, and technical 
assistance to support regenerative 
practices.

Policy Advocacy: Pennsylvania 
Farmers Union provides assistance 
on advocacy for farmers, as does the 
National Young Farmers Coalition 
young farmers.9,10 Advocate for pol-
icies that promote and incentivize 
regenerative organic agriculture.

Collaborate with government bod-
ies to create a supportive regulatory 
environment for sustainable farming 
practices. 

Market Access: Develop channels 
for young farmers to access local 
markets that appreciate and pay pre-
miums for regenerative organic pro-
duce.11 Foster relationships between 
farmers and consumers to create 
awareness and demand for sustain-
ably produced food such as in the 
Community Supported Agriculture 
model (CSAs).* 

Enabling young farmers to 
embrace regenerative organic agricul-
ture is an investment in the future of 
sustainable food production. By pro-
viding education, financial support, 
networking opportunities, and access 
to resources, we can empower the 
next generation to become stewards 
of the land, fostering healthier eco-
systems and resilient farming com-
munities. The collaborative efforts 
of governments, educational institu-
tions, and the agricultural industry 
are crucial in creating an environ-
ment where regenerative organic 
agriculture can thrive, ensuring a 
more sustainable and prosperous 
future for all.
 

Gene has been an active member of the Alliance Steering committee for over 10 years. 
He lives in Forks Township. He also likes bicycling, tennis and lifting weights.

Also see Gene’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 57.

Editors note: Links for more information appear in the online version of this story.

*  Hunter Hill CSA, located in Forks Township, is a good example — see ad on page 78.
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Sacred Unraveling  Rebecca Canright 

Sacred Unraveling
Rebecca Canright

I am cracked
sense of no ground, fertile space
Tension of being both infinite and contracted
see right through me
Wake up?
Jump out of bed
shovel crates of soil on kitchen floor.
Ah, that feels better.
Come in, trees, you’re welcome here.
Please, have a drink
Break open the roof and floor,
sink your flesh into earthen birthplace
I don’t know what I am

c

Rebecca grew up on an organic farm in New Jersey 
and attended Evergreen State College in Washington, 

where she studied environmental policy and French. She 
currently works with children in outdoor education. 

Also see Rebecca’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 55.

https://www.buylocalglv.org/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hunter-hill-csa/
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Cecelia is an artist and writer who graduated from Cedar Crest College 
in 2021. Her work is largely inspired by classical literature, nature, and 

folklore with a focus on gothic archetypes. When not thinking up new 
creative ideas, Cecelia can often be found biking on The Rail Trail!

With sweat dripping down his face, 
he threw his hat to the ground in 
anger. He had hoped to come home 
with something, anything. So, after 
a few minutes, he kept going, intent 
on finding her. 

She did not stop running until 
she got to a small glade, where the 
sun warmed her back as it shone 
speckled through the leaves. “Here.” 
she thought. Relieved. “Here they 
are.” She grabbed 
a branch from a 
nearby tree that 
was covered in 
juicy berries. 

The sun was 
directly overhead, 
and she began 
to retreat home 
quickly, back with 
the coveted prize. 
But then she heard 

a click, and a blast echoed through 
the still forest. The hunter smiled, 
delighted with himself and his 
prowess in shooting. He had hit the 
deer right through her heart. She 
lay in a heap on the leaf-strewn 
ground, her eyes blank and star-
ing at an unknown point in the 
distance. The doe’s branch had 
dropped, and the deep red and 
black berries lay scattered chaoti-
cally around her. She would never 
again be able to bring home food for 
her beloved fawns or watch them 
play in the bright leaves. She could 
never prance in the field or splash 
in the lazy streams. Her footprints 
were to become indiscernible from 
the many fading prints of so many 
past fleeting lives of the wilderness, 
lost without recourse. The hunter, 
oblivious to this fact, gathered his 
prey and hurried home.

Also see Cecelia’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 59.
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Leaves crunched softly under the 
tread of a slender figure walk-

ing under trees. She was alone on 
a quiet morning in November. The 
forest grew warm and bright as the 
amber sun rose in the sky. Many 
of the trees were draped in red and 
gold leaves, like kings and queens 
of olden days, with paths of yellow 
and orange arranged around them 
on the ground. If you looked closely 
enough, you could see the small 
imprints of light deer hooves and 
footprints of other small animals in 
the damp leaves. 

She wandered through the 
trees, looking at the rich colors 
flooding through the woods. Her 
steps were so light she could have 
been a ghost drifting through the 
woods. “Around here somewhere…” 
she thought as she looked around 
the gnarled tree trunks. As she 
searched around, her breath formed 
delicate icy crystals in the air. 

 A twig snapped in the dis-
tance, and she froze. Her breath 
came sharply. She was naturally 
jumpy, but she thought she heard 
the muffled sound of unknown foot-
steps in the distance. The hair on 
the back of her neck stood up, and 
she waited silently in the shadow 
of a tall elm. After a few minutes, 
she moved away quickly, listening 

intently for any sounds of move-
ment. But all she could hear were 
the leaves rustling and the birds 
chirping melodiously in the sun-
light. 

A few yards away, a man stood 
watching her. He was dressed 
entirely in dark greens and browns, 
blending into the background, 
becoming the forest. His sharp eyes 
followed her every movement, and 
he quickened his pace to match 
hers. There had barely been any 
discernible life in that forest so far, 
and he was disappointed; he had 
come out into the midst of nature 
for nothing. But now, the heat of the 
chase was on, and his eyes glowed 
with an inner fire of excitement. 
The man was of a heavy build, 
much larger in stature than his 
prey. As he tried to walk silently 
behind her, his boots squelched in 
the moisture of the damp earth.

The wind whistled in her ears 
as she ran. She had grown up in 
these woods and knew how to stay 
quiet and move quickly. She was 
frightened and did not stop for 
several minutes, her feet hitting 
the ground hard, leaves blinding 
her as they flew into her eyes. The 
man tried to follow but soon lost 
her amongst the camouflaging 
branches and bushes of the woods. 

The Chase

Cecelia Tabor

The Chase  Cecelia Tabor 
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I see an elderly lady 
She sits so quietly
But even if she does not speak, she has company
The birds chirp the songs she knows so well
These were the chirps she dreamed of when she was a baby
But the melody of which she begged to not hear in person 
Her face is wrinkled from head to toe with stories she wish she could remember
But the ones she does, she hides from everyone’s sight 
Ashamed of what those might think 
She hides away her stories
Only the birds may know
With each bread crumb she throws 
Only the birds will know.
And they will fly away with her secrets 
Flying above every one with a story, and take a piece of it with them

My great grandmother has wrinkles in her face
She is filled to the brim with stories she wish she could share
Stories not everyone will listen to 
We hear them, but we have never listened 
Her skin is parched with a drought 
A drought followed by a hurricane 
Followed by every weather storm possible 
Her skin is still rich with the culture she was born into
No matter how much she changed
The soil continued to prosper
She sits in the park quietly
She listens to the birds that chirp 
Constantly reminding her of home 
But still reminding her this is home 
She has made a family 
A family that will never share the same eyes as her 
Because she prayed

… And prayed 
	 … And prayed
		  … And someone listened.

Name withheld at poet’s request.  
See poet’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 55.
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I love the park
It’s Mother Nature’s little playpen for all of her creatures
It’s where the squirrels collect 
The dogs play 
The humans gather and where the birds flock,
It’s where stories follow

I see a man 
His tanned skin mirroring the rich soil from the place he once called home
The government, made it hard to call it one 
They took the chance with one man
And he choked everyone with his pride he was too selfish to share 
He ripped them of theirs and slashed his flag into the dirt
So he bathed himself in the hope he saw comfort in before leaving
Even if the path he takes does not lead him back to his old home 
He brought it with him to his new future
A future here, or maybe a future there, 
A future somewhere
He will forever have his old home engraved in his skin
The rich soil that once grew the seeds of life 
Will continue to prosper in his skin.
And the birds will pick the seeds and spread them everywhere he goes 

I see a young boy
He’s followed by his mom
He yells for her to keep up with him 
She responds in a language he doesn’t know
Despite the same blood, he will grow up to be ashamed of what he does not know
Of the culture he was not birthed in
He does not share his mother’s eyes despite them being the same color
No matter how much people tell him he looks just like his mother
His eyes will never be as frozen as hers are
And every night, his mother will pray for that to be true every day
She will pray to the God she had been stripped away from 
And pray with the blood, sweat, and tears she has melted into
That he will never have the same eyes as her.
But the birds will try to chirp her truth to him.
And he will not understand

The Park

The Park   (anonymous)
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Slowly growing, stretching out to meet the fledgling forest 
The store itself is decomposing
Walls only kept standing by plants they once sought to contain
Vines climb up the sides, roots travel down
And only one of the once blindingly bright letters above the door 

remains alight
Flickering as it is, time spent dark before and after glowing 
Growing longer each time it blinks
As the years go on
And more of the tile within
Finds shoots of grass and patches of moss or mushrooms growing 

from the grout
The windows lost their glass long ago
No fragments remain, even around the automatic doors
Standing now as permanently half open, empty frames shaking  

in the wind
That once stood proud, believing in their hubris  

they would never fall
As we believed in ours that we would never fail
But look at one of our “monuments” now
Claimed by the crows, decaying slowly to nothing 
Only our structures remain, clinging as we did to something that 

isn’t there anymore

c

Asher is a 10th grade Literary Arts major at the Lehigh Valley Charter 
High School for the Arts, born and raised here in the Lehigh Valley. 

Also see Asher’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 59.

In and out
Around and about
No longer burdened by avoidance
One of the murder perches on the decaying edge
Of a long forgotten rooftop garden
Black feathers flapping as she searches the branches of trees  

left to grow
And keep the walls from falling with roots reaching for solid 

ground far below
Twigs in her beak, flying up when she finds
The beginnings of the nest she was looking for
And screeches to scare away the other who’d come to look
Thinking the pile of half-woven twigs had been long abandoned
Like the grocery store it was built above
He flies away fast, curiosity now answered with a warning
Flying off, down to the edge to land then watch
The nest being made higher up, and the crumbling parking lot  

further down
A long dysfunctional line of gas station terminals
Standing off to one edge of the pavement
Surrounded by grass and shrubbery and wildflowers
Encroaching on the once even and straight boundary, now  

patchy and inconsistent
Shrinking as the years go on
The border falls in, the cracks covered and filled with moss and 

grass and lichen

Barely Memories Remain
Asher Owens

Barely Memories Remain  Asher Owens 



3534

Ema Miele is a high school student at Moravian Academy who is interested 
in chemistry and environmental science. She is passionate about making the 

world more sustainable, and hopes to pursue this career path later on.

Another way to prevent these fires 
from spreading is to carefully dispose 
of smoking materials. We understand 
that you need to throw them out, but 
when you do, soak the cigarette butts 
with water. Whatever you do, do 
not toss these on the ground. Addi-
tionally, a large number of people 
surprisingly do not camp responsibly. 
Numerous people leave their camp-
fires unattended which is not safe 
at all. These fires can easily spread 
causing either a forest fire, or wors-
ening an ongoing one. A further way 
to prevent these terrible fires may 
be shocking to you! It’s as uncompli-
cated as not mowing the lawn after 
10 in the morning. The California 
Wildland Fire Coordinating Group 
recommends doing it early, before 
temperatures are at their peak. The 
metal blades underneath your mower 
can easily spark a fire if they strike 
something. Lastly, be mindful of your 

vehicles. The leading reason why 
the air quality got poor was because 
people drove around without a care. 
The vapors that are given off when 
gasoline evaporates have greenhouse 
gasses. You will just be adding to the 
already polluted atmosphere! 

We need to start looking after the 
planet more so natural disasters like 
this do not get worse. The effects of 
the wildfires in not just Canada, but 
also California could have been less 
severe. If you want to live a more 
sustainable lifestyle, start by shop-
ping locally, recycling, and volunteer-
ing to clean your community! These 
are all simple actions that help the 
climate immensely. As frightening as 
things have gotten, we can reverse 
some of the damage. Start now, it’s 
not too late.
 

Also see Ema’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 58.
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The Orange “Sunset”   Ema Miele  

As of June 9th, 2023, there 
were 427 wildfires burning 
throughout Canada. These 

wildfires have been widely talked 
about and are a main factor in the 
climate crisis. Numerous people lost 
their homes living in Quebec, Alber-
ta, and British Columbia causing 
them to evacuate. These wildfires 
started from lightning, but got worse 
due to human activities. These fires 
got out of hand due to us, isn’t that 
startling? Our climate has suffered 
dangerous consequences such as an 
increase in carbon dioxide emissions 
and hazardous air quality. 

First and foremost, carbon dioxide 
emissions warm the planet ultimately 
causing climate change; the average 
global temperature has increased by 
two degrees Fahrenheit since 1910. 
The excess amount of emissions from 
these fires will further warm the 
planet fueling more heat waves and 
wildfires. Since they have started, 
there has been a record breaking of 
270 million tons of greenhouse gasses 
released. Carbon dioxide exposure 
can lead to rapid breathing, confu-
sion, and elevated blood pressure. 
Human activities have raised the 
atmosphere’s carbon dioxide amount 
by 50%! As of June 13th, 10.6 million 
acres have been burned. To put this 
into perspective, one football field is 
around 1.32 acres. Shocking, right? 

Besides carbon dioxide emissions, 
imagine waking up and not being 
able to breathe. This was the reality 
for most of the east coast. The skies 
were turning orange, but not in a 
sunset way. They were orange from 
the amount of smoke from Canada 
making its way over. Air quality 
was horrible making most places 
300 which if you don’t know, is very 
unhealthy. Denser places like New 
York City and Bethlehem hit a stag-
gering 500! This is extremely haz-
ardous and staying outside in this air 
quality can cause a variety of issues 
such as lung diseases, heart failure, 
heart attacks, irritation of throat 
and eyes, and strokes. These high 
air qualities can additionally affect 
household pets. Visualize taking your 
dog for a walk and they start cough-
ing; wouldn’t you be terrified? If your 
pets can not handle the air, imagine 
the wildlife. 

Now, what can humans do to 
prevent fires like this from starting 
or becoming worse? One of the main 
things that we can do is to simply 
check the weather! When it’s hot, dry, 
or windy we should prevent doing 
activities that involve fire like burn-
ing debris and building campfires. 
When 4th of July comes around, be 
mindful of fireworks; they may be 
fun, but they aren’t worth the risk! 

The Orange “Sunset” 

Ema Miele 
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Conservation of Few  Regine Henry 

My Generation
Not The Who song,
but the people who don’t know if they’ll be able to 
own a house by the time they’re 30.

Time spirals down in long ribbons, each more tattered than the 
last.

Sheared wool descends in sheets of wildfires, wild flowers pop up  
in between

rusted gears and pieces of rebar left over in
dustrial revolutions around the sun are not fully a year, 
but we say they are anyway.

Sky rains acid tears where the sun don’t shine  
I don’t know

what that means when a black hole 
is leaking from my ears and
gas giants surround my head 
strong and feet weak,

Conservation of Few
Regine Henry

Regine Henry is an avid writer and a senior at the Lehigh 
Valley Charter High School for the Arts. When they are not 

working on their book, they songwrite, skateboard, and draw.

The Orange “Sunset” 	 Ema Miele  

do I move to get the lead out?

You can lead a man to water,
but you cannot force him to love him 
self-inflicted isolation,
rites of passage are never afforded to
an alien with glass bones and paper skin,
too weak to speak up for themselves at the braiders.
Too dishonest with their own
feelings of absurdity are winning, do you hear me?

Your apathy speaks to me in frequencies I am too young to 
understand.

Frequent stagnation nauseates
as if my neuroses were not enough.
As if death were just a state of
matters of which you cannot comprehend

yet you delude yourself into thinking that you can.

c

Also see Regine’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 56.
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We thank Yes! Magazine for permission to reproduce this work, which appeared in their Winter 2024 issue. 
.

Terra Affirma: Our Ancestral Future

http://yesmagazine.org
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Capturing Real Memories   Ericka Nimbley 

For many within the Northeast, 
vacationing to the East Coast 
beaches is a family staple. 

The food-stealing seagulls, the mile-
long hike across the sand to get to 
the ocean, and the five-dollar fee to 
access the beach attracts millions of 
yearly visitors. While we may com-
plain about the stealing seagulls, 
mile-long beaches, and beach admis-
sion, climate change threatens for all 
of these to become a distant memory. 

Just like the average Northeast 
family, my family vacations to the 
Jersey Shore every summer. We rent 
the same one-story house each year, 
squeezing my extended family of ten 
and three dogs into three bedrooms; 
just don’t tell the landlord. There is 
a bay one street over from the house 
where we would take daily sunset 
walks. Along the pathway stood an 
oak tree, which has seen me grow the 
same as I have seen it. In 2010, my 
sister, cousin, and I climbed the tree 
with a trunk divide four feet off the 
ground and posed for a photo. Five 
years later, we decided to recreate 
that same photo, foolishly forgetting 
that just as we grow, trees grow. 
Rather than climbing the now ten-
foot-tall tree, we stood in front of it 
and captured the same photo. One 
year later, we visited the same spot; 
the tree was now gone. Now, neither 
of us will see each other grow. 

The shed of our vacation home 
contained several crab traps that 
we used to create an annual crab-
bing tradition. The side of the island 
bridge was deemed our lucky spot. I 
have never participated in the event 
of crabbing; instead, I would set up a 
beach chair along the coastline and 
watch from afar. Each year we came 
back, I noticed the dwindling number 
of catches.

Not only had the population of 
crabs changed, but the coastline 
changed as well. The one and more 
notable only time I attempted crab-
bing, I threw the string in with the 
cage and had to trench the bay in my 
beloved pink shoes to find the cage. 
Rather than having to walk ten min-
utes to reach the water, I now could 
walk two and feel the crash of the 
waves at my feet. Attempting to find 
that crab cage nowadays would be a 
hopeless cause. My beach chair is no 
longer needed for our crabbing trips 
as I now stand to avoid the waves 
from soaking me as the coastline is 
nearly nonexistent. 

Within twenty years, I have seen 
my favorite vacation spot slowly 
start to fade away. Traditions have 
become memories. ‘King of the Mud 
Flats’ creates that Northeast aes-
thetic that is all too familiar. Writer 
Laura Muha tells the story of Charles 
White, a resident of Mount Sinai Har-

Capturing Real Memories 

Ericka Nimbley
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bor, and his reflection on his home-
town. Muha tells the story through 
the lens of a man who has seen his 
hometown change within his lifetime. 
‘King of the Mud Flats’ resonated 
with me for its ability to tell a simple 
story with an impactful message. 
After reflecting on his lifetime at the 
Harbor, the older man stated: 

“I often wish those days I had 
a camera — but nobody realized 
things was going to change the way 
they are now.”

Nowadays, we can take a hun-
dred photos within the span of thirty 
seconds. We press the camera button 
fifty times when we visit the same 
monuments that we all know: the 
Eiffel Tower, the Statue of Liberty, 
the Sydney Opera House, etc. Despite 
the fact that we have thousands of 
photos, we are in the same situation 
as Charles in ‘Mud Flats.’ We need 
to change our lens’s focus to the 
simplicities we appreciate ourselves. 
The photo of my cousin, sister, and 
I remains framed in my living room 
with many other pictures of family 
memories, none of which include the 
infamous boardwalk roller coaster. 

I have only experienced twenty 
years of change; I could only imag-

ine the state of my beloved vacation 
spot in seventy, as Charles had to 
his hometown. I wish I had captured 
one more picture of the tree along the 
bay. One more photo of our crabbing 
adventures. One photo of my beloved 
pink flats lost to the bay. 

Every individual may not feel the 
physical impacts of climate change 
yet, but they may feel it. They feel 
it the photo of them at their favorite 
shore point is now facing intense 
flooding. They feel it when they can-
not swim where they have countless 

summers because of an algae bloom. 
They feel it when the photo of them 
on their honeymoon is now faced 
with ravenous wildfires, destroying 
the chance to recreate it years later. 
Climate change may not be occurring 
right in our backyards, but we all feel 
it. We must act to find solutions before 
our traditions all turn to memories. 

Ericka is a sophomore at Lafayette College, double-majoring 
in Environmental Studies and Government & Law. 

See “King of the Mud Flat King of the Mud Flat Takes a Look Back”!  
 [https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/king-of-the-mud-flat-takes-a-look-back/] 

Also see Ericka’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 59.

https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/king-of-the-mud-flat-takes-a-look-back/
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/king-of-the-mud-flat-takes-a-look-back/
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So Much With Us  Samuel Griffith 

The world is too much with us,
yet it fits perfectly in my hands.

A gentle cup of the small leaves,
and a grasp of desperation to thin air.
the rest of it creates a thick barrier of heat,
warping the tip of my pencil as i write.

I drip heavy paint onto the pages,
much too scared to create fine lines with a brush,
instead, it stays parked on the crevice of my ear,
daring to touch the burning wisps of my faded hair. 

Small clovers grow from beneath my fingers,
beneath the molten gravel i sit on,
beneath the crawling bugs that live in the exhaust of it all,
and that’s as big as it’ll get.

The world, so much with us,
begins to melt in my hands.

c

So Much With Us
Samuel Griffith

Samuel Griffith is a sophomore literary artist at Lehigh Valley Charter High 
School for the arts. Samuel enjoys creative writing and various other forms of 

artist expression including (but not limited to) painting and guitar.

Also see Samuel’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 56.
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As the World Slips Through Our Fingers  Lillie Gensel 

Not once do we ever stop moving, 
Everything happening all at once,
No one takes a second to breathe, 
We rush from point A to point B, 
Assuming today will be the same as tomorrow, 
Assuming we’ll still be here, 
Blissfully unaware of the world around us, 
The Ideal joy, to escape humanity, 
To unsee the effects of the human condition,
Take a moment to just be, 
Be surrounded by nature, 
Be still, be calm,
Be aware of our mind and body, 
Meditate in fantasy;
Behind closed eyes,
The second we open them, 
We will know fear,
So we take a minute to enjoy serenity; 
Admire the feeling of knowing who we are, 
Though it will shatter in a second;
We breathe fresh clean air,
It will give you asthma in a day; 
Feel the grass and plant’s soft green, 
They will all die in a year; 
Feel the earth buzz with life, 
It will all be gone soon. 

c

As the World Slips Through Our Fingers
Lillie Gensel

Lillie Gensel is a sophomore literary major at Lehigh Valley 
Charter High School for the Arts, she can always be found with 
a book and pen in hand, and is always ready for a good debate.

Also see Lillie’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 56.
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Looking back…

2018 issue online [PDF] 2018 issue online [PDF]

In looking at the 2018 issue just as we begin to plan a special summer issue 
featuring the work of high-school students, it was a surprise to see this in the 
center spread: 

The Voices of the Valley section in our annual Sustainable Lehigh Valley often 
includes one or two essays by college students and recent graduates, the challenges 
we face, and visions of how we can work together to create a more sustainable 
world. This year we have taken that a step forward by having all of the essays 
written by young people. In addition, much of the artwork was done by students.

Our 2018 cover was designed by an intern on the project in response to the loss 
of so many pollinators — a problem that is still critical today.* 

*	 See Gene Hunter’s essay ‘Empowering Young Farmers’ (page 24)  and 
‘Save the Bees and All Pollinators’, by Claire Todaro (on our website )
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… to 2018
Contents

Is There Hope for the Future?  Alex Fischer.....6

The Paradox of “Nature”  Andrew Goldman......8

The Cycle of Discarding  Briana VanBuskirk....  10

The Bullied Earth  Brianna Marmol................. 12

Drawing Down Atmospheric Carbon   
Rebecca Canright........................................... 14

Education: The Key to a Sustainable Future    
Courtney Cohen............................................  16

Farms and Food Security  
Jennifer Giovanniello......................................  18

How can we create a sustainable future?    
Harris Eisenhardt...........................................  20

The Environmental Perils of Consumerism    
Emma Stierhoff.............................................  24

Sustainable Travel  Scott Slingerland .............  26

Decolonizing America for a  
Sustainable Future  Maison Allen .............  28

Looking at the essays, we see many of the same 

problems: greenhouse gas emissions [GHG] fuel an increasingly-critical 
rate of climate change; many people seem to consider humans as separate 
from nature; a failure to achieve real democracy (fueled partly by the the 
‘lesser of two evils’ approach to elections; consumerism and waste are 
growing problems; extraction of minerals and fossil fuels continues unabated, 
destroying the planet and the indigenous people where much of the extraction 
is done. Capitalism, of course, drives many of these problems. 

… to 2018

https://www.sustainlv.org/one/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SLV-2018.pdf
https://www.sustainlv.org/one/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SLV-2018.pdf
https://www.sustainlv.org/one/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SLV-2018.pdf
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/save-the-bees-all-pollinators/
https://www.sustainlv.org/one/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SLV-2018.pdf
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Big Chicken   Nicole Weissman 

Big Chicken 
The cruel reality of commercial chicken farming in the U.S.

Nicole Weissman

Strolling through a local super-
market, labels boasting. “Free 
range” or “cage-free” reassure 

consumers of their ethical purchase 
choices. Yet, my research of over four 
months illuminates a harsh reality. 
Despite idyllic imagery, the commer-
cial poultry industry relies on expe-
dited killing, breeds health crises, 
and fosters hostile living conditions. 
My exploration has peeled away the 
veil, revealing a profit-driven system 
that disregards chicken welfare and 
natural behaviors.

1.	 Technology allows chickens to be 
killed at a faster rate than ever before:

In the United States, there is a 
prioritization of the economic needs 
of commercial farms through the 
creation of the technological process 
of chicken culling. Chicken culling 
is the separation and extermination 
unwanted chicks for which the inten-
sive animal farming industry has 
no use.* Since male chicks cannot 
economically benefit farmers, egg 
producers use technology to extermi-
nate them. This practice is an indus-
try-standard in the United States, 
where over 260 million male chicks 
are killed per year.*

The first method of chicken cull-
ing is by maceration also known as 
“grinding”. A machine called a mac-
erator shreds the chickens while still 

alive and conscious. The chicks are 
placed onto a conveyor belt, like the 
belt suitcases travel on in baggage 
claim. At the end of the conveyor belt, 
they are dropped into the macerator 
and crushed by metal gears. Macera-
tion is deemed acceptable because the 
death is instantaneous, and, there-

fore, painless. It should also be con-
sidered that the costs for operations 
of macerators are minimal beyond 
the initial cost.

Another method of chicken culling 
is through carbon dioxide asphyx-
iation. This suffocation process 
places chickens in a gas chamber 
and poisons them with CO2. Various 
elements contribute to whether the 
chickens experience pain or not. For 
example: failure to cool the gas suf-
ficiency results in the chickens suf-
fering from the hot air. Throughout 
my research I noticed the common 

Recently hatched yellow chicks fall off the end of a conveyor belt at 
an egg hatchery in Russia.  
	 Andrey Rudakov/Bloomberg via Getty Images
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What whispers into the quiet of the night is not to be taken 
lightly.

What hisses into the quiet is not to be seen as a hoax.
The cacophony of unknown cries echoes, but does it ever meet 

your ears?

It is a crisis you see as unbecoming of its severe title.
It is a call for justice and strength
You might have the resources, but will it cause you strain?

Will your thoughts ever fall upon the retching of pain or the 
bellowing of the fallen?

Will your actions ever speak louder than a whimper?
Will your concern become a heroic deed, a path of betterment? 

Or will you falter in your plans,
Say it, but not scream it?
Speak your course aloud, but not mean it,
Mean it, but not do it?

Or will what whispers into the night, be unheard.

c

Orly is a freshman at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts,  
where she majors in Literary Arts. She is 15 and loves to write poetry.

Whispers
Orly Kvitka

Whispers  Orly Kvitka 

Also see Orly’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 57.
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vocalizations and engage in various 
visual displays for communication, 
such as strutting to assert domi-
nance. In nature, chickens recognize 
individual members within their 

social group and navigate in a hier-
archical structure, exhibiting a pref-
erence for learning from dominant 
individuals.*

On many “free range” or “cage-
free” farms, hens are kept in densely 
populated conditions, limiting their 
capacity to partake in natural behav-
iors, establish social hierarchy, and 
learn.* Without the establishment 
of this hierarchy, and therefore sta-
bility, it is common for chickens to 
engage in violent behaviors towards 
each other using their beaks.*

In efforts to prevent injuries 
farms use the practice of beak 
trimming; a standard preventative 
practice in most commercial farms 
that removes 1/3 to 1/2 of the beak 
using a hot blade. A blade is heated 
to over 1202 degrees Fahrenheit 
and cauterized into the beak tissue 
(Cheng, 2005). Extreme heat can lead 
to blistering and even nerve damage 
(Gentle, 1986). Rather than address-
ing the root causes of the violence, 
commercial farms resort to beak 
trimming, a technological solution 
that overlooks the chickens’ natural 
behaviors and well-being,aligning 
with the overarching theme that 
technological solutions contribute to 
the cruelty inflicted upon chickens.

The industry uses terms such as 
“cage-free” and “free range” to create 
an impression of humane conditions, 
highlighting how these conditions are 
better than cages, while many com-
mercial farms enact violence through 
technological practices.

Nicole is a Junior at Lehigh University 
majoring in Sociology and Anthropology. 

Seven-day-old broiler chickens in a commercial farming system.  
	 BRANEX/GETTY IMAGES

Big Chicken   Nicole Weissman 

* See online version of this story for information on sources. 

Also see Nicole’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 51.

words of “humane” and “accepted” as 
scientists and commercial farmers 
list killing practices. It forced me to 
reflect on how society has come to 
understand the lives of many ani-
mals in the context of what is best for 
productivity. When examining scien-
tific practices involving chickens, it 
becomes crucial to contemplate the 
compromises made by the commercial 
industry, balancing efficiency with 
the trade-offs in animal welfare.

2.	 Technology like GMO and cage 
design make chickens’ lives more 
painful than ever before:

Over the past seventy years, 
intentional breeding practices and 
technological advancements have 
drastically altered the weight and 
fat composition of domestic chick-
ens, nearly tripling their weight. 
This shift, driven by profit motives, 
has inadvertently led to severe con-
sequences for the birds. The rapid 
increase in weight has outpaced the 
adaptation of their internal organs 
and bones, resulting in debilitating 
health issues. For instance, almost 
half of heavy broilers exhibit abnor-
mal walking patterns, indicating 
musculoskeletal discomfort. Further-
more, their underdeveloped heart 
and lungs struggle to support their 
enlarged bodies, leading to heart 
attacks and other cardiovascular 
problems, particularly prevalent in 
male broilers selectively bred for 
rapid growth.

The pursuit of juicier, fattier meat 
for consumers has led commercial 
chicken farms to prioritize profit 

over animal welfare, exacerbating 
these health problems. Additionally, 
the overcrowded living conditions on 
these farms further compound the 
chickens’ suffering. Confined in tight 
spaces, the birds are unable to move 
freely, leading to unsanitary condi-
tions where they are forced to relieve 
themselves where they stand. This 
contributes to the prevalence of foot-
pad dermatitis, a painful condition 
affecting around half of all broiler 
chickens, which can result in necrotic 
lesions on their feet.

Left untreated, footpad dermatitis 
can become a breeding ground for 
bacterial infections such as Esch-
erichia coli, posing further health 
risks. These dire circumstances 
underscore the unintended conse-
quences of scientific advancements. 
While technological resources have 
enabled mass farming, they have also 
led to the neglect of animal welfare, 
resulting in immense suffering for 
chickens. The push for higher profits 
through intensive breeding and over-
crowded facilities has created a cycle 
of exploitation, where chickens endure 
significant pain and discomfort solely 
to meet consumer demands.

3.	 Ignoring what is known about ani-
mal behavior, in favor of technological 
solutions like beak trimming, further 
advances chicken cruelty.

Contrary to the common trope 
that chickens have low intelligence, 
they possess complex communica-
tion methods, social learning, and 
social hierarchy.* Chickens produce 
a diverse range of over 24 unique 
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https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/big-chicken/
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the Amazon slowly gets destroyed, 
insects with a multitude of diseases 
get into closer contact with humans; 
birds are also becoming endangered 
due to climate change, because of this 
insects aren’t getting preyed on as 
often leading to a growth in diseases. 
These insect borne diseases can then 
be transmitted to humans, which 
could result in pandemics and new 
sicknesses. One deadly disease that 
could worsen because of deforestation 
is malaria. First of all, the mosquitoes 
that carry malaria thrive in the heat 
and become more active as the tem-
perature rises. These mosquitoes are 
more likely to bite humans as more in-
dividuals go into the rain forest to cut, 
burn, or work on their soybean crops. 
Scientists have found out that for every 
10% increase in deforestation, a 3.3% 
increase in malaria occurs. Another 
illness that can rise due to deforesta-
tion is Lyme disease; this comes from 
ticks, but they can latch on to several 
animals. As different species of wild-
life lose their homes, they move into 
more concentrated areas and come into 
contact with humans more often. If left 
untreated Lyme can be a painful and 
hard illness for humans to get rid of. 
This disease has had an estimated in-
crease of 35% in the past two decades. 

Out of the varying illnesses that can 
be caught from deforestation, these are 
the primary few.

The deforestation of the Ama-
zon rain forest has affected climate 
change, the extinction rates of spe-
cies, and spread of diseases. As cli-
mate change rises, these effects are 
becoming worse yearly. Although the 
Amazon is located in Brazil, its de-
forestation affects the Lehigh Valley 
greatly. It has caused a growth in 
greenhouse gasses making weather 
increase, a loss of resources such as 
avocados, and a risk of floods. Despite 
the fact that the Amazon is far away 
from us, we can actually help! 

First, let your voice be heard and 
spread awareness. Numerous people 
do not know about the condition of the 
Amazon right now. 

Second, become a discerning con-
sumer! Be aware if your furniture is 
made from the Amazon’s wood and if 
the wood was sustainably harvested. 
Lastly, reduce your use of fossil fuels 
by riding your bike instead of driving 
a car, or simply turning off a light in 
your house when it’s not being used. 
The Amazon rain forest has experi-
enced extensive damage, but people 
here in the Lehigh Valley can help 
make a change.

Ema Miele is a high school student at Moravian Academy, interested in 
chemistry and environmental science. She is passionate about making the 

world more sustainable, and hopes to pursue this career path later on.

Also see Ema’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 58.

Deforestation and the ‘Lungs of the Earth’ 

Ema Miele 

Deforestation and the ‘Lungs of the Earth’   Ema Miele  

The Amazon rain forest is the 
largest rain forest in the world 
covering an estimated 2.6 mil-

lion square miles of land. It provides 
fresh water, helps stabilize climates, 
and supplies 20% of the world’s ox-
ygen. The Amazon has been under 
threat from rising deforestation since 
the 1960s due to cattle ranching and 
soybean farming. The deforestation of 
the Amazon rain forest has affected 
climate change, the extinction rates 
of species, and the spread of diseases.

Overall, the deforestation of the 
Amazon has impacted climate change 
immensely. Due to the 47 million 
hectares of deforestation in the past 
10 years, the Amazon is now releas-
ing more carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere than it is able to absorb. 
These emissions are building up to 
over a billion tons per year. Most of 
these emissions are from fires caused 
by farmers hoping to clear land for 
soy production for animals. The fires 
are contributing to greenhouse gasses 
making hotter seasons in the Am-
azon, which lead to carbon dioxide 
pollution. Another example of the 
deforestation of the Amazon impact-
ing climate is the recent change of 
rain patterns in the Amazon. There 
is an increased amount of floods and 
storms leading to the loss of habitats 
for animals, destruction of land, and 
soil erosion. Tree root systems help 
prevent soil erosion and malnourish-
ment, but because of deforestation, all 
those factors get swept away. These 

reasons are only two of the numerous 
ways deforestation is playing a role in 
climate change.

Secondly, deforestation has affect-
ed the extinction rates of animals. 
First, consider the toucan, which has 
been an endangered species since 
1969. Due to deforestation, toucans 
have suffered a significant amount 
of habitat loss that rises yearly. They 
live mostly in rain forest canopies 
which are located in the upper layer of 
tall, fully grown trees. Before the rise 
of deforestation in the Amazon, there 
was an estimated amount of 50,000 
toucans; now there are only around 
5,000-7,000 toucans left. Another 
species affected by deforestation is 
the monarch butterfly. These butter-
flies have been called an endangered 
species since the 1990s. Due to the 
increase in greenhouse gasses, the 
Earth has developed an overall tem-
perature increase. These increasing 
temperatures make it difficult for 
these butterflies to survive throughout 
their whole hibernation season in the 
winter. In total, there has been an in-
crease of almost 3° Fahrenheit in the 
past three decades making these but-
terflies struggle to survive. Since the 
1990s, there has been an overall 85% 
decrease in the number of monarch 
butterflies. These are just a few of the 
many species that have been named 
endangered by deforestation.

Lastly, deforestation has great-
ly affected the potential for insect 
to human transmitted diseases. As 

Deforestation … 
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Anonymous 	 ‘The Park’, page 30

Writing this poem was a big leap into writing about my culture and history. My 
biggest inspiration was my great-grandmother. I can hardly speak to her due to her 
lack of understanding English but I know there are so many stories she would tell 
me if she could. This is a topic I’ve always been afraid to write about because I never 
experienced this first-hand. But then while wracking my brain for ideas, I remembered 
her and realized there is a reason why I never experienced this. So I wrote a poem 
about different responses to immigration and what it means for a family. 

Rebecca Canright	 ‘Sacred Unraveling’, page 27; ‘Winter Night’, page 54

I enjoy sharing her love of wildlife, plants, and nature with folks of all ages, and 
believes that when we are in awe of nature, we are more motivated to protect it. And 
sharing art is one good way of inspiring a connection with nature. Poetry is one of my 
favorite art forms.

Rebecca grew up on an organic farm in New Jersey and attended Evergreen State College in 
Washington, where she studied environmental policy and French. She currently works with 
children in outdoor education. 

Peter Crownfield 	 (contributed to ‘Schools: Climate Change Is Here Now’, page 18)

Peter is a co-founder of the Alliance and currently a member of it;s steering committee. Since 
2004, he has supervised college interns and related educational programs for the Alliance and 
has been involved in this publication for the same period.

After serving as administrator of the Prospect School back in the day, I have had a 
special interest in education and schools, exploring ways they can better serve the 
interests of students and feed, instead of shutting down, our natural desire for learning. 
To me, this means  more experiential learning activities, more student choice and goal-
setting, and a focus on helping each student fully realize their individual potential 
instead of trying to fit them into a standardized profile. 

Danica Dollenger 	 ‘In the Absence of Humans…’, page 8

Danica Dollenger writes poetry and creative prose in order to express her outlook on 
the world and to comprehend the indescribable. In her short story “In the Lack of 
Humans (Abridged)” she attempts to present her readers with her own personal view 
on how the Earth and nature are truly the ones in control, for in the grand scheme of 
things, humanity will only be a spec in the history of the world.

Danica “Dani” Dollenger is a Sophomore Literary Artist at Bethlehem’s Charter Arts High 
School, focusing on creative prose and poetry. In her free time, she collects vinyl records and 
volunteers in the Lehigh Valley.

About the Writers and Artists

About the Writers and Artists

*Current or former Alliance intern 

Special Youth Voices issue this summer — see page 11
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darkness falling, lustrous
sky full of night impending
paintbrush-tailed horses
etch stars into existence
like books opening and 
reading themselves aloud,
vines of mystery
felt only with eyes closed,
never seen.
Far away, icicle comes
to rest, fallen on frozen lake
fallen, but not unhappy
resting in being

c

Winter Night
Rebecca Canright

Winter Night  Rebecca Canright 

Rebecca grew up on an organic farm in New Jersey 
and attended Evergreen State College in Washington, 

where she studied environmental policy and French. She 
currently works with children in outdoor education.

Also see Rebecca’s statement in the Writers & Artists section, page 55.
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Regine Henry	 ‘Conservation of Few’, page 36

I wrote “Conservation of Few” when asked to write about my place in the world. I 
immediately thought about the current issues that plague my generation. Climate 
change, gun control, unwalkable cities, unaffordable housing. Sustainability is 
important to me and my peers, and I feel as if a lot of older generations don’t care about 
it because they won’t see the worst of the world without it in their lifetimes. I think we 
have no choice. When bombs raze Gaza and wildfires tear up the West, it feels like the 
world is burning. Isn’t it our responsibility to at least try to put out the flames?

Regine is a high school senior and avid writer. When they are not working on their book, they 
songwrite, skateboard, and draw.

Gene Hunter   	 ‘Empowering Young Farmers’, page 24

My son Dan’s CSA on our property, for the past 15 years, has been an inspiration for 
this article. We are also working to create an edible forest garden on our land. 

Gene is past chair of Social Action at UUCLV and is a member of 350.org, Third Act, 
CELDF.org, Citizens Climate Lobby, and Solar United Neighbors. 

Gene has been an active member of the Alliance Steering committee for over 10 years. He lives 
in Forks Township. He also likes bicycling, tennis and lifting weights.

Hannah Kraybill-Greggo	 ‘“The earth will not miss us”’, page 12

In her writing, Hannah loves to explore ideas about nature and the constant unknown, 
just as she did in her poem, “The Earth Will Not Miss Us.” The piece delves into the 
relief the earth might feel without the constant, and often negative, alternations that 
we as humans bring to it. As they read her work, she hopes to allow others to think on 
these important topics and question their own impact on life around them. 

Hannah attends the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts in Bethlehem where she is 
a Sophomore Literary Artist. She enjoys writing poetry and finding inspiration in every book 
she reads. 

Orly Kvitka	 ‘Whispers’, page 48

Approaching this piece, I had many doubts about the route I wanted to go with 
its message. When given the opportunity to write about Environmental Justice, I 
realized that this topic often makes me feel powerless as a teenager, and after asking 
my friends, I realized that they had the same opinion. I wanted to write a poem that 
invokes the reader to act on making a change, rather than just feeling hopeless and 
unsure how they could help. My piece Whispers explores the desperation for change 
and wish to do something extraordinary to bring that change. 

Orly is a freshman at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts, where she majors in 
Literary Arts. She is 15 and loves to write poetry.

Special Youth Voices issue this summer — see page 11

Editorial Team 	 ‘Schools: Climate Change Is Here Now’, page 18

The article on sustainability in education is the work of several contributors, including 
Angie Bravo, Peter Crownfield, Sarah Mengel*, and Ericka Nimbley* who are each 
listed individually in this section.

David Fadem 	 ‘Eating Pizza on Break’, page 14

This piece was written for my contemporary literature class, an initial free-written 
response to a prompt regarding what would be the most important literary themes of 
2024. I believe that the climate crisis and our complacency in global warming is an 
increasingly vital topic, so I decided to represent it through a narrative about earning 
and spending money. Providing for oneself in America often means contributing 
to pollution, and sometimes the cycle feels unbreakable — but it also is difficult to 
imagine parting with. “In addition, here’s a link to a playlist that resembles the tone set 
in the story.” 

David Fadem is a senior at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts and an 
incoming freshman at Middlebury College. 

Faramarz Farbod 	 ‘War Is More Than What You Think It Is’, page 4

I was born in Tehran, Iran, and came to study in the US. I intended to return, but 
the 1979 Revolution disrupted that plan, and I’ve been living in the Lehigh Valley 
ever since. In addition to teaching, I write for and edit Left Turn and was a founder 
of Beyond Capitalism; I also host Berks Community TV’s “Centering on Peace” 
program every month. For me, living entails striving to improve the world and oneself 
by building and participating in communities based on values of equity, sustainability, 
solidarity, and liberation — and resisting oppression based on class, gender, sexuality, 
race, ethnicity, nationality, and imperialism. I try to incorporate these values in 
everything I do.

A native of Iran, Faramarz teaches politics at Moravian University. He is the founder of 
Beyond Capitalism, a working group of the Alliance, and the editor of its publication Left 
Turn. He can be reached at farbodf@moravian.edu.

Lillie Gensel	 ‘As the World Slips Through Our Fingers’, page 45

I wrote this poem mainly about the feeling of being hopeless to stop destruction of the 
earth. I always feel like no matter how much I care, millions of gallons of plastic are 
thrown into the ocean everyday killing wildlife. Because I am only one person, there’s 
only so much I can do, so my motto is try and make myself feel better is to enjoy the 
earth while it lasts. I really tried to weave that feeling into this poem, the feeling of 
looking at something and smiling even though it will be gone soon. 

Lillie is a sophomore literary major at charter arts high school, she can always be found with a 
book and pen in hand, and is always ready for a good debate. 

Samuel Griffith	 ‘So Much With Us’, page 44

Samuel Griffith is a sophomore literary artist at Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the 
arts. Samuel enjoys creative writing and various other forms of artist expression including 
(but not limited to) painting and guitar.

*Current or former Alliance intern 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6ElQV9qCpRPviqP7jUu8Vz?si=fo9LiEc2ReyTwkQ3zLHIRQ&pi=u-4tglems2T4uq
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6ElQV9qCpRPviqP7jUu8Vz?si=fo9LiEc2ReyTwkQ3zLHIRQ&pi=u-4tglems2T4uq
mailto:farbodf%40moravian.edu?subject=
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Ericka Nimbley*	 ‘Capturing Real Memories’, page 42

(Ericka also contributed to ‘Schools – help students prepare for the future!’, page 64)

I was inspired to write “Capturing Real Memories” because I resonated with the story 
told in “King of the Mud Flats”, a news feature written a number of years ago. It has 
become all too common for the places we love most to become threatened by climate 
change and development. “Capturing Real Memories” expresses my appreciation for 
the Northeast’s beauty and all it has to offer. You can read the original “King of the 
Mud Flats”article on the Alliance website.

Ericka is a sophomore at Lafayette College, double majoring in Environmental Studies and 
Government & Law. Currently, in her spring semester, Ericka is interning at Alliance as 
their editorial intern. 

Asher Owens 	 ‘Barely Memories Remain’, page 32

“Barely Memories Remain” was inspired by the themes of “Ozymandias”, focusing on 
human efforts to create a legacy and be remembered, even when it only damages the 
world around us. As a species, we try to impact the world around us, and while we 
may succeed, the impact can be more damaging than healing to everything, including 
ourselves. One day, we will be gone, and the Earth will eventually heal and reclaim all 
the land we took without giving anything in return. When that happens, the surviving 
world will forget us, and our monuments will mean nothing.

Asher is a 10th grade Literary Arts major at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the 
Arts born and raised in the Lehigh Valley. 

Suzie Rosse 	 ‘Our Region and the Regeneration of the Earth’, page 22

Suzie has a background in Ecology and Philosophy. She actively participates in Alliance 
projects and is also engaged in work at Genesis Farm in Blairstown, NJ. 

Cecelia Tabor* 	  ‘The Chase’, page 28, ‘About the Cover’, page 62 

When I went back to ‘The Chase’ (which I wrote in 8th grade) I felt powerfully 
connected to my younger self, who wrote it in a fever of environmental passion. I 
had wanted to show that animals have complex lives like humans do and should be 
respected as living beings. Today, over ten years, later, I still feel that humanity needs 
to respect the natural world, but I also think we have to embrace our similarities. In 
my rewrite, I hope to show more of a connection between humanity and nature, that 
we are still only looking to survive and are only a step away from the wild of the forest. 

Cecelia is an artist and writer who graduated from Cedar Crest College in 2021. Her work 
is largely inspired by classical literature, nature, and folklore with a focus on gothic archetypes. 
When not thinking up new creative ideas, Cecelia can often be found biking on The Rail Trail!

Nicole Weissman 	 ‘Big Chicken’, page 49

In her “violence of science” class during the fall semester, she researched the practices 
of commercial chicken farming in the United States. In this piece, she uncovers some 
of the ugly truths about so-called ethical practices in commercial chicken farming. 

Nicole is a Junior at Lehigh University majoring in Sociology and Anthropology. 

Ema Miele 	 ‘The Orange “Sunset”’, page 34, ‘Deforestation and the ‘Lungs of the Earth’’, page 52

Since I was younger, I’ve always been passionate about sustainability. My father always 
taught me various topics about it, and my love for helping the environment has grown. 
In ‘The Orange “Sunset’, I wanted to capture the horrible outcomes of the 2023 
Canadian wildfires. My family in Canada was greatly affected, as well as my family 
here. It was extremely hard to breathe outside in Pennsylvania, so I could just imagine 
how terrible it was for my family in Canada. I hope to spread awareness on how 
climate change contributes to these disasters, and what we can do to help.

Ema is a high school student at Moravian Academy who is interested in chemistry and 
environmental science. She is passionate about making the world more sustainable, and hopes 
to pursue this career path later on.

Corena Munroe*   	 (contributed to ‘Schools: Climate Change Is Here Now’, page 18)

I’ve always had a strong interest in the food system, as it falls in the intersection of 
health and sustainability. I hope to continue working towards a more sustainable food 
system in the Lehigh Valley.

Corena is a senior at Lehigh University, majoring in Environmental Studies and Health, 
Medicine, and Society, with a minor in Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. 

Sarah Mengel*   	 (contributed to ‘Schools: Climate Change Is Here Now’, page 18)

Although I usually write creatively or critically, sustainability has become an imperative 
in my life — especially after completely my internship with the Alliance last summer, 
where I was able to write on a topic that greatly inspires me. It is crucial that students, 
teachers, administrators, and parents become aware of the lasting positive impacts of 
putting sustainability at the forefront of education. I am thrilled to have contributed 
to the sustainable education movement, as I am passionate about its initiatives and 
certain of its success.

Sarah is an English graduate student at West Chester University. She was involved in The 
Alliance for Sustainable Communities‘ comprehensive project last summer, which focused on 
school wellness policies. 

Felix Murch 	 ‘When Rome Fell to the Trees’, page 7

This poem was inspired by the show “Life After People.” It focuses on the futility of 
our efforts to make an impact, or even be remembered. This poem explores the idea 
that after humanity has fallen, no matter how strong, how powerful, how impactful 
we think we are, nature has always been stronger. That despite us destroying ourselves 
through climate change and causing stronger and stronger storms, we will always 
blame nature instead of ourselves. I like to think that this poem gives hope for nature, 
and hope to mother earth. 

Felix is a Sophomore Literary Major at Lehigh Valley High School for the arts. Born in San 
Francisco, Felix has lived in the Lehigh Valley for the last 13 years. 

*Current or former Alliance intern *Current or former Alliance intern 

Special Youth Voices issue this summer — see page 11
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

ARTISTS
Help us move towards a more sustainable world!

Help move us toward a more sustainable world! 

We’re looking for work related to sustainability — a piece 
you have already created — or something entirely new: 

•	 drawings 
•	 paintings
•	 charcoal
•	 digital art
•	 photography 
•	 hybrid forms such as editorial cartoons or features 

like  ‘Our Ancestral Future’, page 38

What will thriving, equitable, sustainable communities 
look and feel like?
What are the barriers?
What will happen if we fail to address climate change? 

You can make a difference!  

Sustainable Lehigh Valley	 Spring 2024

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

WRITERS
Help us move towards a more sustainable world!

Your work can help people who live, work, or go to school 
in the greater Lehigh Valley understand and see what’s 
important for community sustainability. 

We welcome all sorts of writing, including essays, poetry, 
fiction (short-short stories / flash fiction), and more.

Sustainable Lehigh Valley includes work that relates to 
one or more aspects of sustainability, including climate, 
environment, healthy food, social justice, public health, 
more-resilient communities, true democracy, or any other 
aspect of sustainability — especially if it resonates with the 
Alliance Goals. (see p. 67). 

This is a great way to make a difference!  

Please review our online guidelines for submissions. 
[www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines]

Any questions?  —  email SLV-editors@sustainlv.org

Please review our online guidelines for submissions. 
[www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines]

Any questions?  —  email SLV-editors@sustainlv.org

High School Students
We are planning a special summer 2024 
issue featuring student writing and art! 

(See page 11)

https://www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines
https://www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines/
mailto:SLV-editors%40sustainlv.org?subject=
https://www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines
https://www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines/
mailto:SLV-editors%40sustainlv.org?subject=
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Teaching Climate

TEACHING 
CLIMATE 

Interdisciplinary Teaching on Climate 
for All Subjects & Grade Levels 

We encourage and help teachers find and share effective 
ways to integrate climate and sustainability concepts in their 
classrooms-in ways that will enrich and enhance the classes 

and help meet learning goals. Sustainability concepts are 
inherently complex and well-served by interdisciplinary and 
experiential approaches. We welcome your ideas on how best 

to make that work in every subject, at every grade level. 

VVIISSIITT  OOUURR  WWEEBBSSIITTEE  AATT  
TTEEAACCHH--CCLLIIMMAATTEE..NNEETT  

Free & Accessible Resources 

Curriculum Guides 
Basics of Climate Science 
GHG calculator & guide 

Student Activities 
Climate Action Planning 

Subject-Specific 
Lesson Plans & Resources 

Recommendations 

Elementary School 
Middle School 
High School 

Books 
Documentaries 

Podcasts 
Essays & Articles 

Special Youth Voices issue this summer — see page 11

About the Cover 

When I was a young 
child, I used to imagine 
what could be beneath 
the soil of my backyard. 
Sometimes I would picture 
vast kingdoms buried 
beneath the soil, or goblin 
tunnels running like vast 
ant hills under my feet. 

I didn’t find those things, 
but I did discover complex 
root systems, dens of 
rabbits and shrews, and 
beautiful rocks. Since 
then I have always been 
fascinated with the hidden 
aspect of nature, the 
beauty that requires a 
keen eye to find.

My painting “Underneath the Woodland” takes inspiration from the resurrective 
and veiled aspects of nature. There are many divided layers within nature both 
physically and metaphorically; generally speaking, there are two sides, the seen 
and unseen. My work deals with both, revealing the visible forest as well as what 
lies beneath the surface. 

There is so much more to the natural world than what meets the eye. In Spring, 
plants do not just emerge where they like, they lay in wait, sleeping under the 
soil in the cold hands of Winter, and then finally rise in a bloom of new life. No 
matter how many times I see a new Spring emerge, I always long for another. 
As A. E Housman said in his poem “Loveliest of Trees”, “And since to look at 
things in bloom, Fifty springs are little room…” 
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About the Alliance

About the Alliance

Since 2003, we have come together as the Alliance for Sustainable 
Communities–Lehigh Valley to unite and support the many and varied efforts 
of individuals, non-profit organizations, communities, sustainable businesses, 
farms, and others working for sustainability. As we pursue positive outcomes, 
we also work against the negatives, such as the entrenched political and 
economic systems’ continuing threats to sustainability and the educational 
systems’ failure to adequately address these threats. We believe that uniting 
people and organizations enhances their individual efforts and helps estab-
lish community priorities in the face of powerful opposition. Working with 
others is the way to a sustainable, regenerative society characterized by a 
self-healing environment, honorable and ethical behavior, self-determination, 
and secure freedoms for a diverse people. The Alliance recognizes the debt we 
all owe to the Lenni-Lenape, the original inhabitants of this area (see page 
2), and in 2018, the Alliance was one of many who signed on to the Lenape 
Nation of Pennsylvania’s Treaty of Renewed Friendship.

Working Groups: Many of our efforts are organized through standing work-
ing groups, such as Beyond Capitalism, Education and Outreach, (website, 
e-newsletter, internships, and tabling at events). 

Publications & Online Outreach: Sustainable Lehigh Valley (since 2004!) 
and Left Turn (see inside back cover) provide important outreach efforts and 
venues for people to share their thinking. See the Alliance website for more 
information about our broad definition of sustainability, what we do, and how 
to contact us., See Teaching Climate (page 63) for ideas on how to integrate 
climate into existing requirements.

Community Dialogue and Gatherings: The Alliance supports events that 
encourage thinking, discussion, and collective organizing and action. The 
Alliance has organized events such as community dialogues; a film and pol-
itics series (ongoing since 2017 ); regenerative agriculture farm tours, and 
other events to bring organizations, businesses, residents, institutions, and 
students together to encourage community awareness and collaboration. 

If you see your values in the Alliance’s vision and goals (see page 67),  
join us as we work to develop more sustainable communities.

 

Also see: 
•	 Rethinking Education.................................................. 66 
•	 Alliance Goals.............................................................. 67
•	 How the Alliance Began.............................................. 68
•	 Why you should take an ad in this booklet!................ 69
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Principles of Environmental Justice   

1)  Environmental Justice affirms the sacredness of 
Mother Earth, ecological unity and the interdependence 
of all species, and the right to be free from ecological 
destruction.

2)  Environmental Justice demands that public policy 
be based on mutual respect and justice for all peoples, free 
from any form of discrimination or bias.

3)  Environmental Justice mandates the right to 
ethical, balanced and responsible uses of land and 
renewable resources in the interest of a sustainable planet 
for humans and other living things.

4)  Environmental Justice calls for universal protection 
from nuclear testing, extraction, production and disposal 
of toxic/hazardous wastes and poisons and nuclear testing 
that threaten the fundamental right to clean air, land, 
water, and food.

5)  Environmental Justice affirms the fundamental 
right to political, economic, cultural and environmental 
self-determination of all peoples.

6)  Environmental Justice demands the cessation 
of the production of all toxins, hazardous wastes, and 
radioactive materials, and that all past and current 
producers be held strictly accountable to the people 
for detoxification and the containment at the point of 
production.

7)  Environmental Justice demands the right to 
participate as equal partners at every level of decision- 
making, including needs assessment, planning, 
implementation, enforcement and evaluation.

8)  Environmental Justice affirms the right of all 
workers to a safe and healthy work environment without 
being forced to choose between an unsafe livelihood and 
unemployment. It also affirms the right of those who work 
at home to be free from environmental hazards.

9)  Environmental Justice protects the right of victims 
of environmental injustice to receive full compensation 
and reparations for damages as well as quality health care.

10)  Environmental Justice considers governmental 
acts of environmental injustice a violation of international 
law, the Universal Declaration On Human Rights, and the 
United Nations Convention on Genocide.

11)  Environmental Justice must recognize a special 
legal and natural relationship of Native Peoples to the U.S. 
government through treaties, agreements, compacts, and 
covenants affirming sovereignty and self-determination.

12)  Environmental Justice affirms the need for urban 
and rural ecological policies to clean up and rebuild our 
cities and rural areas in balance with nature, honoring the 
cultural integrity of all our communities, and provided fair 
access for all to the full range of resources.

13)  Environmental Justice calls for strict enforcement 
of principles of informed consent, and a halt to the testing 
of experimental reproductive and medical procedures and 
vaccinations on people of color.

14)  Environmental Justice opposes the destructive 
operations of multi-national corporations.

15)  Environmental Justice opposes military 
occupation, repression and exploitation of lands, peoples 
and cultures, and other life forms.

16)  Environmental Justice calls for the education of 
present and future generations which emphasizes social 
and environmental issues, based on our experience and an 
appreciation of our diverse cultural perspectives.

17)  Environmental Justice requires that we, as 
individuals, make personal and consumer choices 
to consume as little of Mother Earth’s resources and to 
produce as little waste as possible; and make the conscious 
decision to challenge and reprioritize our lifestyles to 
ensure the health of the natural world for present and 
future generations.

More info on environmental justice and environmental 
racism can be found online at www.ejnet.org/ej/

The Principles of Environmental Justice (EJ)
We, The People of Color, gathered together at this multinational People of Color Environmental 
Leadership Summit, to begin to build a national and international movement of all peoples of color 
to fight the destruction and taking of our lands and communities, do hereby re-establish our spiritual 
interdependence to the sacredness of our Mother Earth; to respect and celebrate each of our cultures, 
languages and beliefs about 2 natural world and our roles in healing ourselves; to ensure environmental 
justice; to promote economic alternatives which would contribute to the development of environmental-
ly safe livelihoods; and, to secure our political, economic and cultural liberation that has been denied 
for over 500 years of colonization and oppression, resulting in the poisoning of our communities and 
land and the genocide of our peoples, do affirm and adopt these Principles of Environmental Justice: 

Delegates to the First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit held on October 24-27, 
1991, in Washington DC, drafted and adopted these 17 principles of Environmental Justice. Since then, the 
Principles have served as a defining document for the growing grassroots movement for environmental justice.

Editors’ Note: We include this statement from the 1991 People of Color Environmental 
Justice Summit as a reminder that many of these key principles have yet to be realized.
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 Vision and Goals

Alliance Goals

The Alliance is dedicated to a sustainable, regenerative society, communi-
ty sustainability, and holistic approaches to the environment, social justice, 
health, participatory democracy, and local economies. We are committed to 
active, collaborative approaches that work for long-term positive outcomes.

Goals 

To create more equitable and livable communities, the Alliance and its 
members work to: 

1.	 Protect the natural environment on which our communities depend

2.	 Protect and extend fundamental rights and opportunities throughout 
the range of human diversity

3.	 Promote broad, meaningful participation in decision-making to ad-
vance community interests and ensure that communities can assert 
their rights as a higher priority than corporations claim for themselves

4.	 Foster strong local economies that provide secure and fulfilling live-
lihoods, foster enjoyable community life, work in harmony with na-
ture, and strengthen the viability of independent local businesses and 
farms

5.	 Encourage people to consume food that is whole, locally produced, and 
grown in ways that sustain and rebuild soil, water, wildlife, vegeta-
tion, and the lives of all of us

6.	 Promote discussion, education, and understanding of ways to maxi-
mize the health of individuals and communities. 

By working towards these goals, the Alliance aspires to accomplish the 
broader purposes that led to its formation in 2003.

Visit our website for the complete Vision and Mission  
and the full Declaration of Principles.

About the Alliance

Also see: 
•	 About the Alliance........................................................ 65
•	 Rethinking Education.................................................. 66 
•	 How the Alliance Began.............................................. 68
•	 Why you should take an ad in this booklet!................ 69

Rethinking Education

Rethinking Education 

Many schools downplay the concepts and practices of sustainability. Because 
many students have a strong interest in exploring these ideas, the Alliance 
created internship opportunities, materials to help guide teachers in K-12 
schools, and opportunities for community learning and reskilling.

Internships for College Students

Since 2004, more than 160 students  —  from all the Lehigh Valley colleges and 
universities  —  have worked on projects as diverse as campus sustainability, 
climate action, healthy food for healthy communities, teaching climate, sus-
tainable business, community and restorative justice systems, and community 
planning for resilience and sustainability. Offered during the academic year 
and in the summer, these internships help students develop their ideas and 
explore alternatives to ‘business as usual’. Since 2020, most internships have 
been available virtually. Note: While these internships were designed for col-
lege students, they are also available to highly-motivated high-school students.  
(For more detail on the results, see Reports, posters,and articles by interns on 
our website. For more information on internships, internships.sustainlv.org.) 

Schools Initiatives

We have developed interdisciplinary, experiential teaching guides to encour-
age and help teachers. In 2017, we published ideas to encourage and assist 
teachers to make climate and sustainability a major focus across all subject 
areas and grade levels, using inquiry-based approaches. Following a successful 
2021 summer internship project, we issued a new report on Climate Change 
Education and updated the website, now simply called Teaching Climate. In 
the summer of 2023, three students in our Rethinking the Food System proj-
ect developed an excellent guide on Keys to a Strong School Wellness Policy. 

We would like to see similar initiatives for teaching about community-based 
and restorative justice systems and about healthy food for healthy communities.  

Join us in raising awareness and working for more sustainable communities!

Also see: 
•	 About the Alliance........................................................ 65
•	 Alliance Goals.............................................................. 67
•	 How the Alliance Began.............................................. 68
•	 Why you should take an ad in this booklet!................ 69

About the Alliance

https://www.sustainlv.org/act-locally/internships-with-the-alliance/reports-posters-articles-by-interns/
https:/internships.sustainlv.org
https://www.sustainlv.org/one/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/CAP-Education.pdf
https://www.sustainlv.org/one/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/CAP-Education.pdf
https://teach-climate.net
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/keys-to-a-strong-school-wellness-policy/
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/community-restorative-justice-systems/
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/community-restorative-justice-systems/
https://www.sustainlv.org/think-globally/finding-solutions/sustainable-food-systems/
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Why you should take an ad in this booklet! 

The Alliance likes to promote businesses and professional practices that help 
develop more-sustainable communities. 

If you run a local farm or business that’s working for sustainability, please 
help support this booklet and the Alliance’s work — and reach a good target 
audience: thousands of people who are already interested in sustainability. 
As a bonus, you also get a free descriptive listing in our online directory for 
a full year. 

If you and your business care about sustainable communities, please consider 
placing an ad in this booklet. That’s how reciprocity works.

For more information, please visit the Alliance website [www.sustainlv.org/slv] 
or contact us by email. [directory@sustainlv.org]

Ads range from business-card size to full-pagers, with color available on the 
back cover and on the inside front and back covers. 

Join us in working for more sustainable communities!
 

Also see: 
•	 About the Alliance........................................................ 65
•	 Rethinking Education.................................................. 66 
•	 Alliance Goals.............................................................. 67
•	 How the Alliance Began.............................................. 68

About the Alliance

How the Alliance Began
Why you should take an ad in this booklet!

How the Alliance Began 

We include the story of our startup for those not familiar with the Alliance.

Back in 2002, Jerry Brunetti and Martin Boksenbaum organized a forum at 
the Cathedral Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It focused on how town-
ships, boroughs, grassroots activists, regional coalitions, food producers, and 
community organizations could work together to build regional sustainability 
and democracy. Some fifty or so Lehigh Valley activists and representatives 
of organizations participated, and all in attendance got the chance to talk 
about what they and their organizations were doing  —  but the person who 
really shook things up that evening was Tom Linzey of CELDF (Community 
Environmental Legal Defense Fund), who said that to be truly effective meant 
working collaboratively, collectively. 

We held a series of follow-up meetings, culminating in Tom Linzey’s return 
for a meeting at Morning Star Center at the end of February 2003, hosted by 
Joris Rosse and Joann Jones. The thirty or so people present shared the belief 
that we needed to work together  —  and we decided, right then and there, to 
create that united voice.

In the course of the next few months, a core group developed a comprehen-
sive Statement of Principles, which we then used as the basis for a compact 
statement of our Vision, Mission, and Goals (see page 67). At the end of 
2003, we incorporated and became a tax-exempt nonprofit. We organized com-
munity dialogues, developed energy projects, published the first Directory of 
Organizations and Businesses That Promote Sustainable Communities (now 
called Sustainable Lehigh Valley) in 2004, created our website, started our 
internship program, and organized a number of working groups.

And we’ve been at it ever since.

Join us in working for more sustainable communities!

Also see: 
•	 About the Alliance........................................................ 65
•	 Rethinking Education.................................................. 66 
•	 Alliance Goals.............................................................. 67
•	 Why you should take an ad in this booklet!................ 69

About the Alliance

image created by Jillian Pagliei based on original drawing by Caitlin Campbell

Special Youth Voices issue this summer — see page 11, 61–62

https://www.sustainlv.org/slv
mailto:directory%40sustainlv.org?subject=advertising
https://www.sustainlv.org/about-us/vision-mission-goals/declaration-of-principles/
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Organizations that Promote  
	 Sustainable Communities

Index By Category
The following index of organizations that promote sustainable communities is 
arranged by the categories in which they work. Detailed information for each 
organization is available on our online directory.

If you are reading the PDF edition, just click on the organization name to open 
its entry in our online directory. If you are looking at the print edition, go to 
www.sustainlv/directory and use the alphabetic list to find the organization.

Activism & Engagement 
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater LV
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65
Berks Gas Truth
Centering On Peace  

(also see ad on inside front cover)
Community Environmental Legal 

Defense Fund (CELDF)
Food Not Bombs
IceHouse Performing Arts 

Collaborative 
Lehigh Valley Gas Truth
LEPOCO Peace Center
Nurture Nature Center
PA Community Rights Network
Teaching Climate

Other content related to this category
Essay: Deforestation …, p.52
Essay: The Orange “Sunset”, p.34

Peace, World Affairs 

Centering On Peace  
(also see ad on inside front cover)

Food Not Bombs
King Memorial Project
LEPOCO Peace Center
Young People Making Peace 

Other content related to this category
Essay: War Is More Than You Think… ,p. 4
Left Turn, inside back cover

Arts & Culture
Allentown Public Theatre (APT)
Café the Lodge 
D&L National Heritage Corridor
Godfrey Daniels
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
IceHouse Performing Arts 

Collaborative 
The Journey Home
LV Arts & Cultural Alliance
Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania
Lower Saucon Twp Historical Society
Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
Nurture Nature Center
SouthSide Film Festival & Institute
Stonehedge Gardens
Touchstone Theatre
WDIY 88.1 LV Public Radio, NPR

Cafés & Restaurants 
(See Food – Prepared & Retail)

Civil Liberties / Human Rights   
(also see Women’s Rights)

ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater LV
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65

Index of organizations by interest area (linked to online Directory)

For detailed listing and contact information, click on the organization name. 

Sustainable Lehigh Valley	 Spring 2024

“
”

If the Earth were your body, you would be able 
to feel the many areas where it is suffering. 

War, political and economic oppression, 
famine, and pollution wreak havoc in so many 
places. Every day, children are becoming blind 

from malnutrition, their hands searching 
hopelessly through mounds of trash for a few 

ounces of food. Adults are dying slowly in 
prisons for trying to oppose violence. Rivers 
are dying, and the air is becoming more and 

more difficult to breathe… 

      —Thich Naht Hanh, in Peace Is Every Step

https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv/directory
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/aclu-of-pennsylvania-greater-lehigh-valley-chapter/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/berks-gas-truth/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/centering-on-peace/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-environmental-legal-defense-fund-celdf/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-environmental-legal-defense-fund-celdf/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-food-not-bombs/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-gas-truth/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lepoco-peace-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/nurture-nature-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/pennsylvania-community-rights-network-pacrn/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/teaching-climate/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/centering-on-peace/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-food-not-bombs/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lepoco-peace-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/young-people-making-peace-summer-day-camp-peace-camp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/allentown-public-theatre-apt/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cafe-the-lodge/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/delaware-and-lehigh-national-heritage-corridor/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/godfrey-daniels/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/journey-home/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-arts-cultural-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lenape-nation-of-pennsylvania/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lower-saucon-township-historical-society/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mock-turtle-marionette-theatre/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/nurture-nature-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/southside-film-festival-southside-film-institute/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/stonehedge-gardens/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/touchstone-theatre/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/wdiy-88-1-fm-lehigh-valleys-community-npr-station/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/aclu-of-pennsylvania-greater-lehigh-valley-chapter/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
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(Listings continue on next page)

The Seed Farm
Teaching Climate
Touchstone Theatre
Turning Point of Lehigh Valley
Valley Against Sex Trafficking (VAST)
Watershed Coalition of the LV
Wildlands Conservancy
Young People Making Peace  

Summer Day Camp (‘Peace Camp’)
YWCA of Bethlehem

Other content related to this category
Essay: Healthy Food in Schools, p.16
Essay: Schools: Climate Change…, p.18
Principles of Environmental Justice.......  64

Environmental Stewardship | Nature
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65
Bethlehem Backyards for Wildlife
Community Environmental Legal 

Defense Fund (CELDF)
EAC Network |  

Environmental Advisory Councils
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Nurture Nature Center
Penn State Extension Service

•	 Lehigh County
•	 Northampton County

Sierra Club Lehigh Valley Group 

Wildlands Conservancy
Watershed Coalition of the LV

Other content related to this category
Essay: So Much With Us, p.44
Essay: …Regeneration of the Earth, p.22
Essay: The Orange “Sunset”, p.34
Essay: Big Chicken, p.49
Feature: Our Ancestral Future, p.38
Story: In the Absence of Humans…, p.8
Story: The Chase, p.28
Principles of Environmental Justice.......  64

Wildlife

Bethlehem Backyards for Wildlife
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Lehigh Valley Audubon Society

Lehigh Valley Bird Town Coalition
Lehigh Valley Zoo

Other content related to Wildlife
Story: The Chase, p.28

Food – Farming and CSAs
Agri-Dynamics, Inc. (see ad on page 78)

Buy Fresh Buy Local – Greater LV
Crooked Row Farm (see ad on page 77)

Easton Urban Farm
Farmers’ Markets  —  see Buy Fresh  

Buy Local – Greater LV 
Hunter Hill CSA (see ad on page 78)

Penn State Extension Service
•	 Lehigh County
•	 Northampton County

Pennsylvania Association for  
Sustainable Agriculture (PASA)

Pennsylvania Farmers Union
Plant a Row Lehigh Valley
Rodale Institute
The Seed Farm

Other content related to this category
Essay: Empowering Young Farmers, p.24

Food Policy
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65
Buy Fresh Buy Local – Greater LV
Food Not Bombs
Foodshed Alliance
Kellyn Foundation
Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council
Second Harvest Food Bank

Other content related to this category
Essay: Healthy Food in Schools, p.16
Essay: Empowering Young Farmers, p.24

Food – Prepared & Retail
Bethlehem Food Co-Op
Café the Lodge 
Frey’s Better Foods   (ad page 77)

Organizations That Promote Sustainable Communities – Index by Category

For detailed listing and contact information, click on the organization name. For detailed listing and contact information, click on the organization name. 

Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center

Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Lehigh Valley Justice Institute
YWCA of Bethlehem

Other content related to this category
Principles of Environmental Justice.......  64

Climate & Climate Action | Resilience
350 Berks & LV Climate Action
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65
Citizens’ Climate Lobby – LV
Lehigh Valley Stands Up
Teaching Climate

Other content related to this category
Essay: War Is More Than You Think… ,p. 4
Essay: Healthy Food in Schools, p.16
Essay: Empowering Young Farmers, p.24
Essay: The Orange “Sunset”, p.34
Story: Eating Pizza on Break, p.14

Coalition & Partnership-Building
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65
Arts Community of Easton
Bethlehem Food Co-Op  

(also see ad on inside front cover)
Buy Fresh Buy Local – Greater LV
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania
Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
South Side Initiative (SSI)

Community Building & Revitalization
Afros in Nature
Café the Lodge 
Community Action Lehigh Valley
Community Action Development Corp.

•	 Allentown (CADCA)
•	 Bethlehem (CADCB)
•	 Slate Belt Rising

Easton Area Neighborhood Center

Foodshed Alliance
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Little Free Libraries
Slate Belt Rising
South Side Initiative (SSI)
Stonehedge Gardens

Disabilities and Access
Lehigh Valley Center for  

Independent Living (LVCIL)

Education, Learning, Schools
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65
Bethlehem Backyards for Wildlife
The Caring Place
CAT — Coalition for Approp. Transp.
Circle of Seasons Charter School
Colleges and Universities
Community Environmental Legal 

Defense Fund (CELDF)
D&L National Heritage Corridor
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
IceHouse Performing Arts 

Collaborative 
International Institute for Restorative 

Practices (IIRP)
Kellyn Foundation
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
LV Center for Independent Living 

(LVCIL)

Mid-Atlantic Renewable Energy 
Association (MAREA)

Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
Nurture Nature Center
Penn State Extension Service

•	 Lehigh County
•	 Northampton County

ProJeCt of Easton
River Valley Waldorf School
Rodale Institute

Note: We generally do not list poetry in Other content related to a category, because 
that tends to oversimplify the ‘subject’ of the poem. 
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https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/eac-network-environmental-advisory-councils/
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https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/bethlehem-backyards-for-wildlife/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hawk-mountain-sanctuary/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-audubon-society/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-bird-town-coalition/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-zoo/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/agri-dynamics-inc/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/buy-fresh-buy-local-greater-lehigh-valley/
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https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/foodshed-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/kellyn-foundation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-food-policy-council/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/second-harvest-food-bank/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/bethlehem-food-co-op/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cafe-the-lodge/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/freys-better-foods/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/bradbury-sullivan-lgbt-community-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/bradbury-sullivan-lgbt-community-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-justice-institute/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/ywca-of-bethlehem/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/350-berks-lehigh-valley-climate-action/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/citizens-climate-lobby-lehigh-valley-chapter/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-stands-up/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/teaching-climate/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/arts-community-of-easton/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/bethlehem-food-co-op/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/buy-fresh-buy-local-greater-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lenape-nation-of-pennsylvania/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mock-turtle-marionette-theatre/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/south-side-initiative-ssi/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/afros-in-nature/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cafe-the-lodge/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-committee-of-the-lehigh-valley-caclv/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-development-corporation-of-bethlehem/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/slate-belt-rising/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/easton-area-neighborhood-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/foodshed-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/little-free-libraries/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/slate-belt-rising/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/south-side-initiative-ssi/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/stonehedge-gardens/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/bethlehem-backyards-for-wildlife/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/caring-place/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/circle-of-seasons-charter-school/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/colleges-universities/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-environmental-legal-defense-fund-celdf/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-environmental-legal-defense-fund-celdf/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/delaware-and-lehigh-national-heritage-corridor/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/international-institute-for-restorative-practices-iirp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/international-institute-for-restorative-practices-iirp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/kellyn-foundation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-gap-nature-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mid-atlantic-renewable-energy-association/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mid-atlantic-renewable-energy-association/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mock-turtle-marionette-theatre/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/nurture-nature-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/project-of-easton/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/river-valley-school/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/rodale-institute/
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Sierra Club Lehigh Valley Group 

Renewable Energy
MAREA (Mid-Atlantic Renewable 

Energy Association)

Re-Thinking & Re-Skilling
Afros in Nature
Alliance for Sust. Communities ..  65
Beyond Capitalism
Café the Lodge 
CAT — Coalition for Approp. Transp
International Institute for  

Restorative Practices (IIRP)
Left Turn (see inside front cover)
Lehigh Valley Stands Up
Natural Builders Guild 
Nurture Nature Center

Sharing Economies
Beyond Capitalism 
Food Not Bombs
FreeCycle
Little Free Libraries

Other content related to this category
Feature: Our Ancestral Future, p.38

Social and Economic Justice
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater LV
Afros in Nature
Alliance for Sust. Communities ..  65
Centering On Peace  

(also see ad on inside front cover)
Community Action Lehigh Valley
Community Action Development Corp.

•	 Allentown (CADCA)
•	 Bethlehem (CADCB)
•	 Slate Belt Rising

Food Not Bombs
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley

IceHouse Performing Arts 
Collaborative 

The Journey Home
King Memorial Project
LV Center for Independent Living 

(LVCIL)
Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council
Lehigh Valley Stands Up 
LEPOCO Peace Center
NAACP 

•	 Allentown Branch
•	 Bethlehem Branch
•	 Easton Branch

Slate Belt Rising
Turning Point of Lehigh Valley
Young People Making Peace  

Summer Day Camp (‘Peace Camp’)

Other content related to this category
Feature: Our Ancestral Future, p.38

Spiritual Wellbeing
Columcille Megalith Park
Kirkridge Retreat Center
Lehigh Valley Arts & Cultural 

Alliance
Stonehedge Gardens

Transportation
CAT — Coalition for Appropriate 

Transportation

Voting Rights
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater LV
League of Women Voters 

•	 Lehigh County
•	 Northampton County

Women’s Rights
(also see Civil Liberties /  Human Rights)

Beginning Over Foundation
The Journey Home

(Listings continue on next page)

For detailed listing and contact information, click on the organization name. For detailed listing and contact information, click on the organization name. 

Health and Wellness
Afros in Nature
Beginning Over Foundation
The Caring Place
Easton Urban Farm
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Kellyn Foundation

Other content related to this category
Essay: Healthy Food in Schools, p.16

Housing and Homelessness
Community Action Lehigh Valley
Community Action Development.

•	 Allentown (CADCA)
•	 Bethlehem (CADCB)
•	 Slate Belt Rising

Easton Area Neighborhood Center
Habitat For Humanity of the LV

Justice System
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater LV
Alliance for Sust. Communities...  65
The Journey Home
Lehigh Valley Justice Institute
Lehigh Valley Stands Up
LEPOCO Peace Center

Land Use and Planning
EAC Network |  

Environmental Advisory Councils
Community Environmental Legal 

Defense Fund (CELDF)
South Side Initiative (SSI)

Local Economy
Buy Fresh Buy Local – Greater LV
Community Action Lehigh Valley
Community Action Development Corp.

•	 Allentown (CADCA)
•	 Bethlehem (CADCB)
•	 Slate Belt Rising

Farmers’ Markets  —  see Buy Fresh  
Buy Local – Greater LV

South Side Initiative (SSI)

Media
Centering On Peace  

(also see ad on inside front cover)
Left Turn (see inside front cover)

WDIY 88.1 LV Public Radio, NPR  
(see ad on back cover)

Minority Rights | Empowerment
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater LV
Afros in Nature
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Center
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
King Memorial Project
Lehigh Valley Stands Up
Lehigh Valley Arts & Cultural 

Alliance
NAACP 

•	 Allentown Branch
•	 Bethlehem Branch
•	 Easton Branch

YWCA of Bethlehem

Nature (See Environmental Stewardship)

Performing Arts
IceHouse Performing Arts 

Collaborative 
Touchstone Theatre

Permaculture
Stonehedge Gardens

Recreation
Afros in Nature
Allentown Hiking Club
CAT — Coalition for Appropriate 

Transportation
D&L National Heritage Corridor
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
LV Arts & Cultural Alliance
Lehigh Valley Zoo

Organizations That Promote Sustainable Communities – Index by Category

Note: We generally do not list poetry in Other content related to a category, because 
that tends to oversimplify the ‘subject’ of the poem. 

https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/sierra-club-lehigh-valley-group/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mid-atlantic-renewable-energy-association/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mid-atlantic-renewable-energy-association/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/afros-in-nature/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/beyond-capitalism-working-group/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cafe-the-lodge/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/international-institute-for-restorative-practices-iirp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/international-institute-for-restorative-practices-iirp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/left-turn/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-stands-up/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/natural-builders-guild/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/nurture-nature-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/beyond-capitalism-working-group/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-food-not-bombs/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/freecycle/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/little-free-libraries/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/aclu-of-pennsylvania-greater-lehigh-valley-chapter/
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https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/centering-on-peace/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-committee-of-the-lehigh-valley-caclv/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-development-corporation-of-bethlehem/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/slate-belt-rising/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-food-not-bombs/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/journey-home/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/martin-luther-coretta-scott-king-memorial-project/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-food-policy-council/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-stands-up/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lepoco-peace-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/slate-belt-rising/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/turning-point-of-lehigh-valley-inc/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/young-people-making-peace-summer-day-camp-peace-camp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/young-people-making-peace-summer-day-camp-peace-camp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/columcille-megalith-park/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/kirkridge-retreat-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-arts-cultural-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-arts-cultural-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/stonehedge-gardens/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/aclu-of-pennsylvania-greater-lehigh-valley-chapter/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/league-of-women-voters-lehigh-county/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/league-of-women-voters-lehigh-county/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/league-of-women-voters-northampton-county/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/beginning-over-foundation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/journey-home/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/afros-in-nature/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/beginning-over-foundation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/caring-place/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/easton-urban-farm/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/kellyn-foundation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-committee-of-the-lehigh-valley-caclv/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-development-corporation-of-bethlehem/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/slate-belt-rising/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/easton-area-neighborhood-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/habitat-for-humanity-of-the-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/aclu-of-pennsylvania-greater-lehigh-valley-chapter/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/alliance-for-sustainable-communities-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/journey-home/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-justice-institute/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-stands-up/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lepoco-peace-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/eac-network-environmental-advisory-councils/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/eac-network-environmental-advisory-councils/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-environmental-legal-defense-fund-celdf/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-environmental-legal-defense-fund-celdf/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/south-side-initiative-ssi/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/buy-fresh-buy-local-greater-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-committee-of-the-lehigh-valley-caclv/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-development-corporation-of-bethlehem/
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https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/buy-fresh-buy-local-greater-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/buy-fresh-buy-local-greater-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/south-side-initiative-ssi/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/centering-on-peace/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/left-turn/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/wdiy-88-1-fm-lehigh-valleys-community-npr-station/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/aclu-of-pennsylvania-greater-lehigh-valley-chapter/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/afros-in-nature/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/bradbury-sullivan-lgbt-community-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/martin-luther-coretta-scott-king-memorial-project/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-stands-up/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-arts-cultural-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-arts-cultural-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/ywca-of-bethlehem/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/icehouse-performing-arts-collaborative/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/touchstone-theatre/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/stonehedge-gardens/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/afros-in-nature/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/allentown-hiking-club/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/delaware-and-lehigh-national-heritage-corridor/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hawk-mountain-sanctuary/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-gap-nature-center/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-arts-cultural-alliance/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-zoo/
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484-773-6559

Your Business Card Ad Here! 

directory@sustainlv.org  •  www.sustainlv.org

If you run a local farm or business that’s working  
for sustainability, please consider advertising here!

(See page 69 for more information!)

Turning Point of Lehigh Valley
Valley Against Sex Trafficking 

(VAST)

Youth Development & Empowerment
Afros in Nature
Allentown Public Theatre (APT)
The Caring Place
CAT — Coalition for Appropriate 

Transportation
The Children’s Home of Easton
Community Action Lehigh Valley
Easton Urban Farm
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley

LV Center for Independent Living 
(LVCIL)

Lehigh Valley Stands Up
Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
Penn State Cooperative Extension 

Service
•	 Lehigh County
•	 Northampton County

ProJeCt of Easton
Stonehedge Gardens
Young People Making Peace  

Summer Day Camp (‘Peace Camp’)

Other content related to this category
Feature: Our Ancestral Future, p.38
Special issue – Youth Voices, p.11

Youth Development & Empowerment   (continued)

Note: We generally do not list poetry in Other content related to a category, 
because that tends to oversimplify the ‘subject’ of the poem. 

https://www.crookedrowfarmpa.com
https://www.sustainlv.org
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/turning-point-of-lehigh-valley-inc/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/valley-against-sex-trafficking-vast/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/valley-against-sex-trafficking-vast/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/afros-in-nature/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/allentown-public-theatre-apt/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/caring-place/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/cat-coalition-for-appropriate-transportation/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/childrens-home-of-easton-2/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/community-action-committee-of-the-lehigh-valley-caclv/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/easton-urban-farm/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hispanic-center-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-center-for-independent-living-lvcil/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-stands-up/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/mock-turtle-marionette-theatre/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/project-of-easton/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/stonehedge-gardens/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/young-people-making-peace-summer-day-camp-peace-camp/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/young-people-making-peace-summer-day-camp-peace-camp/
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Your guide to the freshest, tastiest food cultivated
with love by our trusted local growers and producers. 

Caring for the health of our land and community!

Discover Lehigh Valley’s best 
farms | markets | restaurants | wine & spirits

health food stores | and more!

Visit our website’s unique "Local Food Finder” and 
look out for our FREE 2024-2026 Local Foods Guide
with our partner listings and lots of helpful resources

to make buying fresh and local easier than ever!

2024-2
026

a program of

@BFBLGLV
Connect with us!

Left Turn

America’s Reckoning: The Search for 

Humanity in a Time of Genocide

Elaheh Farmand

The Erasure of Gaza 

Faramarz Farbod  

Your Enemies Destroyed One Palestine;  

My Wounds Populated Many Palestines

Vijay Prashad

Red Current, Pink Tide: El Maizal Commune 

Chris Gilbert

‘I Am You’: A Poem From Gaza To Israel

Refaat Alareer

Winter 2024 
LEFT TU

R
N

  
W

inter 2024 
Vol. 4, N

o. 4

A Quarterly Journal of Critical VoicesLeft Turn
Vol. 4, No. 4

Left Turn is edited and produced by Beyond Capitalism,  
a working group of the Alliance for Sustainable Communities–Lehigh Valley. 

Don’t miss the new

– a quarterly journal that provides a space for 
critical voices to interrogate the conventional 
view of politics and society and offer alternative 
ways of thinking, of being in the world, and of 
organizing society. Subscriptions are available!

Left Turn welcomes submissions.  
(Email lt-editors@sustainlv.org for more info.)

Nature’s Way ad (Left Turn ad

Community 
Supported 
Agriculture

Locally grown produce, 
from our farm to you.
We grow without the use of 

synthetic chemicals, for our health 
and the health of our community!

Weekly farmshare May–November
It’s a great value!

Learn more & sign up on our 

website: www.hunterhillcsa.com

Easton, PA

“ ”
Going local… means nurturing locally owned 

businesses which use local resources sustainably, 
employ local workers at decent wages, and serve 

primarily local customers. 

 —Michael H. Shuman 

https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/left-turn/
mailto:lt-editors%40sustainlv.org?subject=
https://www.agri-dynamics.com
https://www.hunterhillcsa.com
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NPR News 
Public Affairs 
A Diverse Mix of Music

Listen to WDIY 
on your phone 
with our app

Enjoy live broadcasts and 
browse our digital archive 
wherever you go

Listen and learn more at WDIY.ORG

https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/wdiy-88-1-fm-lehigh-valleys-community-npr-station/

