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Recognizing the Original  
People of This Area 

We are located in Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley, a small part of 
what was Lenape territory for over 10,000 years. We understand 
that the Lenape were friendly and accommodating — until the 
settlers gradually, and often violently, forced them out. We ac-
knowledge the injustice and mistreatment Indigenous people 
faced (and still face) as a result of colonialism. We recognize that 
the Lenape practiced many of the same values the Alliance holds, 
such as respect for and regenerative stewardship of the land and 
other living things, eating healthy natural foods, social justice 
and restorative practices, and community-based participatory 
decision-making.

The largest surviving groups of Lenape are the Delaware Nation 
of Oklahoma and the Delaware Indian Tribe, but we also have 
the Ramapaugh Mountain Lenape and the Lenape Nation of 
Pennsylvania, both still in this area.

The number of groups, their wide dispersal, and their continuing 
identification with the Lenape are pretty clear indicators of the 
extent to which colonialism disrupted a strong Indigenous civi-
lization in this area, paralleling impacts in other parts of the US 
and the continent as a whole.

We want to be clear that acknowledging and recognizing the 
Lenape in no way remedies or repairs the damage done; it is 
merely a step towards raising awareness.

For more information, see www.sustainlv.org/about-us. 

Welcome to our 20th issue!

The following pages invite a radical type of societal and self reflection 
prompted by the connections drawn between climate change and other sys-
temic issues. They are all related symptoms of a defunct system based on 
overconsumption and resource inequality. We invite you to imagine a world 
that’s more equitable for everyone — not just a select few with extreme wealth 
or luck. You can find essays on topics ranging from gentrification and the 
importance of Indigenous values, as well as a host of other writings and art 
highlighting the urgent need for climate action, social justice, and the intrinsic 
value of nature. 

This issue has an emphasis on youth voices: the vast majority of these 
pieces are by young adults and students at local high schools and colleges. 
These are their thoughts on climate change, aspects of sustainability, and feel-
ings about today and the future. The sense of urgency is striking, as is the sense 
that many of us feel that the time to act is long overdue, and our current polit-
ical leaders are failing to properly address the atrocities leveled here and across 
the world — but we also see universal hope for a better system, way of life, and 
future. The emphasis on younger voices emphasizes the dire need for schools to 
integrate climate change education at every level and in every subject. 

Difficult conversations are the ones we need most! Art is a wonderful way 
to spread this message since it has the ability to foster increased empathy and 
critical thinking in ways that data alone cannot. Art has been an important fac-
et of the human experience for as long as we’ve existed. Its power lies in its abil-
ity to transcend language barriers and challenge thinking that hinders needed 
progress toward better ways of living. The poignant visual and written works 
collected here remind us of an important sentiment: We must be creators and 
not just consumers of knowledge. Every voice added to the discussion increases 
our chances! Likewise, we encourage you to reach out to us with your thoughts 
on any of the matters elaborated on in this issue. Your opinion matters!

Meaningful change will come only if we start holding ourselves and oth-
ers more accountable with our attitudes and actions. Looking into the past can 
shine a great light on the future and on how we can live in increased harmony 
with nature. The transformation of individual activism into collective action 
is a powerful force, one that we must mobilize — if we are not happy with the 
world we inherited, why not do everything in our power to make it better for 
all those who will come after us?

Hannah Flaven, Editorial Intern

https://www.delawarenation-nsn.gov/
https://www.delawarenation-nsn.gov/
https://delawaretribe.org/
https://ramapoughlenapenation.org/
https://www.lenape-nation.org/
https://www.lenape-nation.org/
https://www.sustainlv.org/about-us
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When discussing the latest 
controversies regarding 
climate change, you have 

to talk about Line 3. Line 3 was a pipe-
line built in the early 1960s from the oil 
fields in southern Canada down through 
Minnesota, transporting hundreds of 
millions of barrels of crude oil to the 
states each year. Over the years, the 
pipeline corroded significantly, cutting 
its carrying capacity in half. With the 
more recent push to extract oil from 
the tar sands, a replacement project was 
completed in October of 2021, over the 
objections of Indigenous people and en-
vironmentalists. The outcome of this dis-
tinctly political and humanitarian issue is 
reflective of an age-old conflict in Ameri-
can history surrounding our treatment of 
the environment. There are always short-
term benefits to projects such as this one. 
The pipeline created 4,200 jobs during 
construction. It also stimulated economic 
growth in the towns near where the pipe-
line was built, especially for hotels and 
restaurants that serviced these workers. 
There is also the national demand for oil 
that doesn’t seem to be going away any-
time soon.

Of course, these seemingly sound 
reasons for continued development are 
not without a cost. Nobody knows this 
better than Indigenous people who live in 

the area where the pipeline is being built. 
These tribes are worried about the sheer 
volume of oil that is passing through the 
pipeline daily and the risk of polluting 
the groundwater around it. The United 
States’ largest crude oil spill actually 
occurred along the old Line 3 pipeline 
in 1991, and there have been several 
major spills since then. This concern was 
brought up to the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency in late 2020, which 
decided to allow the project to continue. 
In January 2021, construction on the 
pipeline breached an aquifer, releasing 
millions of gallons of water and severely 
damaging surrounding wetlands, but 
Enbridge failed to report this to the state 
until June. In response, opponents of the 
pipeline protested the project both at 
residences of government officials and on 
the construction sites themselves. Many 
of these protesters have been arrested 
and still await trial.

 These are the immediate concerns of 
the Indigenous people. But, the core of 
the issue is one that has been in conflict 
with American values for many centu-
ries. Native Americans widely practice 
concepts similar to what some now call 
earth jurisprudence, a philosophy that 
acknowledges that our species is only one 
part of a larger community that we call 
Earth, and that we are equally vulnerable 

A Rejection of the Rights of Nature
Nathaniel Stratton

A Rejection of the Rights of Nature Nathaniel Stratton 
A Rejection of the Rights of Nature

Voices of the Valley

to Earth’s changes as any other species. 
Indigenous people honored this philoso-
phy in every aspect of their lives and con-
tinue to this day. They farm sustainably, 
hunt only for what is needed, and limit 
energy consumption to natural resources. 
Native Americans consider themselves 
to be one with the land they inhabit, and 
treat their environment as the delicate 
ecosystems that they are. 

 The Indigenous philosophy and prac-
tices were challenged by the European 
colonists from the day that they arrived 
on American soil. To them, all that lay 
before them was theirs to claim, including 
the lands and resources of the Indigenous 
people who had lived there for thousands 
of years. This perception of the world is 
a core tenet to what has become the ex-
ploit-and-extract mindset, which rational-
izes our continued willingness to develop 
on fragile ecosystems, waste natural re-
sources, and burn fossil fuels that pollute 
the Earth. Despite the worsening effects 
of climate change, the exploit-and-ex-
tract mentality persists well into the 21st 
century. For Indigenous people across 
the United States, this is what makes the 
construction of Line 3 so devastating. 

We’ve known for a long time now 
that our continued reliance on fossil fuels 
is a major contributor to climate change, 
and yet we continue to embrace it as 

our country’s major supplier of energy. 
The environmental cost of this project 
is expected to grow to $287 billion over 
the next 30 years, but Indigenous people 
didn’t need a number to know that it was 
going to have serious consequences. Un-
fortunately, the people who bear the en-
vironmental damages of this pipeline will 
not be the ones who profit from it — and 
the climate impacts will harm people 
around the world.

 Herein lies what may be the greatest 
barrier to tackling climate change — ac-
countability. Now, more than ever, the 
rights of nature need to be established so 
that our environment is protected from 
exploitation. This is more simple on a 
local level than a global scale. How do we 
change an entire nation’s mode of energy 
consumption when the consequences of 
the current system are not visible? We 
can explain it in textbooks or articles 
online, but, at the end of the day, people 
tend to focus on what is in front of them. 
In the coming decades, proper exposure 
to the philosophies and challenges of 
Native Americans will be exceedingly im-
portant for drawing connections between 
climate change and the environment. In-
digenous people have always had the right 
solutions for preventing climate change.

Now, it is time to listen.

Nate Stratton is a Junior at Muhlenberg College in Allentown, PA. His passions 
include acting and incorporating climate change education into the theater canon.
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Welcome, Old Soul. You’ve traveled a long way. 

Images rapidly cycle through your thoughts. Friends laughing 
in tandem. A crackling log in the fireplace. Warm hugs from family. Col-
orful leaves falling to the ground. Intertwined fingers. Crinkled corners 
of eyes…

You feel the hushed, gentle voice reverberate through your essence, 
and you realize the likeness of it to these fond memories. Every word, 
every whisper, seems to say in and of itself: You are safe. You are seen.

The space enveloping you on all sides scintillates between what can 
and cannot be perceived. It is dark yet something strangely comforting 
lurks in the shadows of this space, like an underwater creature in the 
depths of the sea, swimming effortlessly in and out of sight. This eter-
nal abyss has an endless weight to it, but your soul has never felt light-
er than it does in this moment.

You must be wondering why you’re here.
You don’t know what happened to your body. The line between 

where you start and where you end has been blurred. It’s as if you 
are connected to all the energy around you — a pulsating living con-
ception of intelligent likeness. 

Samsara
Hannah Flaven

Samsara Hannah Flaven 
Samsara

The past lives you led have taught you a lot. In time, you proved 
skilled in navigating the rocky waves of sorrow, letting these experiences 
give you perspective to what is truly important. Not one life is with-
out strife. But there are many lives without hope, without joy, without 
love — and you found a way to cultivate it, both for yourself and the peo-
ple around you. How special you are … Anyone can tap into the full ma-
trix of their being and utilize it for the highest good, but so few ever do. 
It seems that a majority just need a guide to help tune them into their 
own power.

You can be that guide.
Something stirs deep within you as you start to feel charged with 

an abundant effervescence which replaces the weariness you feel with a 
steady current of pulsing, rejuvenated energy. 

The Universe is vast and limitless. There are many places an Old 
Soul like yours could go. It has already been to Earth, many times over. 
I sense that you are ready to move on. Earth is an onerous planet with 
many trials and tribulations. Harmony and collaboration may be diffi-
cult to achieve but it is possible. Right now, Earth is hurting. It is being 
maimed and mutilated from all sides in an unforgiving assault. I sus-
pect it will soon be incapacitated as healing is long overdue. Yet it will 
not die. Earth is ready to purge and rid itself of what ails it in order to 
restore balance. Homeostasis is a tenet of the Universe. Something can 
stray from this state, but it will always long to return to it. Change must 
occur. Your character reflects that of someone with profound sagacity. 
You can succor efforts there to reverse this trend and be the change. 
Show them that there is another way.

Just as before, images emerge in quick succession, but this time 
they do not offer comfort. The sweat on an old man’s furrowed brow 
from the oppressive, unrelenting heat of the sun. Wilted leaves from 
parched plants. Fire licking at trees. Entire forests felled. Houses torn 
apart by the ocean. Wars over scarce resources. Sobbing children and 
their mothers. Starving species. Tears. Death and struggle abound…

These new snapshots present a harsh reality you thought you had 
left behind.

You are of your own design, Traveler. So what do you choose?
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You know what you feel pulled to do — like a kismet calling you 
need to answer. Epoch-making energy thrums around you with an in-
creased intensity in alignment with the sensation you suspect originates 
from Source.

Very well. You shall assume the form of which you’ve grown so fa-
miliar one last time, Traveler.

Slowly, you notice the safety of this dark cocoon change form, into 
something different — equally as protective and paternal, but different 
all the same. Time feels illusory and you aren’t sure how long it has 
been. Your senses tingle with a simultaneous heightened and muted 
sensitivity. Then, at once, it all slips away. Light rips through the seams 
of your trancelike world and briefly blinds your eyes to the newfound 
landscape in front of you.

You hear crying. Everything is chaotic and quick and bright and 
confusing. But beyond the noise, you hear that gentle voice reaching out 
to you, reminding you of your purpose — of your mission. The reason you 
are here.

Be the change. Show them that there is another way.

Hannah is a Senior at Moravian University, double-majoring in Environmental 
Science and French. She is fascinated with the impact of language and how it 

relates to each person’s individual perception of reality. By making time for creative 
endeavours, she feels actively connected to humanity’s collective consciousness. 

These emerald ferns that swing and sway
And sing in their own emerald way
Though often the lilies have more to say
I listen to them most

They whisper your name once or twice
Their syllables fast and precise
Then stop, they know that will suffice
To bring me back your ghost

We’ll sit in sunlight leopard spots
Who’ve dripped through branches’ leaves and knots
My ferns patterned with light ink blots
‘Till the sun’s at her westernmost

The flowers chime in all the same
But I know they just seek their petal fame
So I’ll leave you, silent just as I came, 
And thank my emerald host

Zoe Lachter is a Junior at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts. She 
majors in Literary Arts and loves writing about the beauty of the natural world. 

Emerald
Zoe Lachter

Emerald Zoe Lachter 
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I began with the rising sun, and the icy wind. The water was still cold 
from the darkness of the night. People came by, watching me collect 

natural objects and trash from the ocean, bring them to land, and lay 
them out in a circular configuration. Back and forth, back and forth. I 
remained there, on that shore, moving and bending and walking and 
carrying and observing until the sun fell below the horizon, leaving 
behind an even icier wind. 

Performance art involves four basic elements: time, space, body, 
and presence of the artist. Performance art embodies a spirit of 
transformation. For me, I have a deep connection to the ocean. Perhaps 
this is because I am a Pisces, perhaps my molecules were once in that 
of a whale or a shark, or perhaps it is an acquired dependency, but I am 
very much dependent both physically and emotionally on the ocean and 
its wellbeing. I believe we all are. The reality is, without the Ocean we 

We, the Ocean
Lia Embil

We, the Ocean Lia Embil 

About the Alliance

As it has done since 2003, the Alliance supports the many and varied sus-
tainability efforts of individuals, non-profit organizations, communities, sus-
tainable businesses, farms, and others. As we pursue positive outcomes, we 
also work against the negatives, such as the entrenched political and eco-
nomic systems’ continuing threats to sustainability and the educational sys-
tems’ failure to adequately address these threats. We believe that collective 
organizing and action are needed. This includes recognizing our debt to and 
kinship with others on the road to a sustainable, regenerative society, based 
upon enduring wisdom and careful stewardship — a future characterized by a 
self-healing environment, honorable and ethical behavior, self-determination, 
and secure freedoms for a diverse people. The Alliance acknowledges the debt 
to the Indigenous people of this area (see page 2 ), and in 2018, we signed 
on to the Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania’s Treaty of Renewed Friendship.

See the Alliance website for more information about our broad definition of 
sustainability, what we do, and how to contact us.

Working Groups – Many of our efforts are organized through standing 
working groups: Beyond Capitalism Working Group; Communications and 
Outreach, (website, e-newsletter, Sustainability Commons, and tabling at 
events); Sustainable Lehigh Valley (since 2004!) and Left Turn (see inside 
front cover).

Community Dialogues, Workshops, and other Public Gatherings 

The Alliance creates and hosts events to encourage thinking and discus-
sion; unfortunately, the pandemic lockdown has made it impractical to host 
many public events. Regular events in the past have included Community 
Dialogues on various aspects of sustainability; a Film and Politics se-
ries (ongoing since 2017 ); Natural Building workshops; Regenerative 
Agriculture Farm Tours, and SouthSide Together, a series bringing 
organizations, businesses, residents, institutions, and students together to 
encourage community awareness and collaboration in SouthSide Bethlehem.

If you see your values in the Alliance’s vision and goals (see page 20), 
join us as we work to develop more sustainable communities.

About the Alliance

Also see:
• About the Alliance – Vision and Goals ......................... 20
• About the Alliance –Rethinking Education ................ 29
• About the Alliance – How the Alliance Began ............. 63

https://www.sustainlv.org


1312

cannot exist. We are here because it is here. Each breath we take comes 
from the Ocean, and each exhale goes back to it. Our Oceans house a 
vast abundance of life, and they sequester most of the carbon we emit 
from our vehicles and factories. 

Our ocean takes all our waste and suffering and fear and terror and turns 
it into life, without complaint. Still, we treat it as an infinite body, and 
neglect to appreciate its vast and unconditional work, regeneration, and 
balance. One of our only hopes on this earth is to move into a circular 
economy; this is what nature already does. This means, that whatever 
we take from the natural world does not go to waste after use; it enters 
a cycle, and is regenerated. This idea of a circular give and take was the 
premise of my performance. 

Jamaica Bay represents an asymmetric boundary between humans and 
nature. It is an area with significant wildlife, but is also one at peril, 
being exploited by humans as it is positioned at the edge of one of the 
largest hubs to one of the largest cities in the world: JFK Airport. Studies 
conducted over the last 15 years show more than a 60 percent loss in 
salt marshes at Jamaica Bay since the 1950s. This boundary represents a 
distinction, but also an opportunity between humans and natural systems 
we have come to dominate. The opportunity is one where the boundary 
moves from an asymmetric one to a symmetrical one, where one side does 
not exploit the other to this degree. 

I put my body under the strain of time and movement, something the 
ocean and its inhabitants do every single moment. After ten hours, my 
body was tired, my hands and feet were raw, my back was sore, and 
my skin reddened by the sun and wind. This is a symbol, our only way 
forward. Regeneration, balance, resilience, interbeing. These are our paths 
to follow. We are not separate from the sand, or the sky, or the water. 
To leave behind pain and suffering means to take care of our friends, 

families, and neighbors. Since we are all sharing a small blue marble, 
floating in an eternal darkness we call space, evolved from fire and dust, 
we can consider everything we know as a friend. 

Every impossible 
human attainment 
started with a 
vision. My vision 
is this: There is an 
alternative future 
ahead of us that 
is beautiful and 
peaceful. One 
where our natural 
environments are 
protected and we 
breathe clean air. 
One where our 
ocean is bursting 
with life, and 
humans live in peace 
with one another 

and with the earth. In this future, everyone’s job is meaningful as each 
individual is paid a living wage for contributing their time and energy 
to healing the Earth and each other. Amongst all this, our loved one’s 
hand will be softer and sweeter, and even our enemy we will love. My 
vision is one of love, and I believe that it is attainable, although it starts 
as a personal decision within each of us. My performance embodied and 
represented an alternative future for consumption, where we give back 
to systems of nature the life we take from them, and produce no waste 
that cannot be repurposed. I started this symbolic performance with 

We, the Ocean Lia Embil 
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the rising sun, and ended it with the setting sun. As we learn to live 
according to the tides and the moon and the sun, we will no longer feel 
separate from this blue marble we call home, our very first step into our 
beautiful future. 

Lia Embil is an artist originally from Istanbul, Turkey, currently completing 
her MFA in New York City. Her work observes what it means to be human 
through interpretations of nature. The wonders of the natural world and the 
circularity and rhythm existent in Earth’s ecosystems as well as every living 

being play a leading role in what she creates. She works across mediums such 
as painting, performance, poetry, film, and photography, and has a deep 

connection with the Ocean. In her work, Embil considers the use, circulation, 
and origins of materials and their symbolism through time. Her works 

emphasize the inherent and deep sameness between humans and nature, as 
well as question the current divide and disconnect, ultimately pointing to an 

alternative future of life on Earth and within our bodies. 

Oh, glory to the working man,
who works the land with calloused hands.

And glory to the highest tree,
With leaves that drift like steam off tea.

Glory to the axe he owns,
That turns the trees to stumps and stones.

Glory to the branching arms,
Which reach toward skies like knotting yarn.

Glory to his next of kin,
For whom he swings his axe of sin.

Glory to the seeds it’s sown,
To sprout from earth and one day grow.

So, Glory to all life alike,
The birds, our herds, and roses’ spikes.

And glory to the plant we slay,
For always hoping; one more day.

Not So Different, You and I
Jacob Fuhrer

Jacob is a student at Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts.

Not So Different, You and I Jacob Fuhrer 
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When we stand before the beach
The waves rocking us back and forth
Pulling our feet under the sand
As if to cradle us and say we’re okay
This is safe

Right here we meet another world
Hidden below our air and clouds

Where turtles hide in seaweed
And brilliant fish
Find sanctuary in the living homes
That stretch for the sun
And wind to form an homage to the brain
Coral colors daringly bright under the blues

Where it’s so dark the sun has never known 
The bottom
And organisms create their own light
Bioluminescent squid 
Bioluminescent shrimp
And their twinkling stars 
Shining microorganisms
Creating solace in their light
Where they float with only the image of themselves
And float
And float
And float

The Departure of Waves
Alyson Van Dusen

The Departure of Waves Alyson Van Dusen 

And then there’s where we see the ships bellow
Over staggering waves
While whales make their trip to the surface
And remind us they’re there. 
Sharks’ dorsals peak through the currents
Making young eyes
Contemplate whether or not it’s a shark or a dolphin
Wonder breaks against our assumptions of what lies below 
With every wave crest and fall
And yet when we look close enough 
We see how she suffers
How the change in temperature
Causes oceans to warm
And leads sharks to the shore
Current systems teetering on the edge of disorder – 
We change the circulation because of our choices

And the Earth knows our wrongs
And seeks to change our habits
Unpredictable weather
Hurricane seasons growing
Forest fires indestructible
Droughts plentiful
Yet when she pleads for our help
In drastic ways
It’s easy to be complacent
For us to stay in place
And eventually
The only power we’ll have is to sit and wait

Alyson is a senior at Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts; 
writing and marine life have been a passion of hers for many years.
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It is crucial for every child to have 
unique experiences with their peers. 
One thing a lot of neurotypical chil-

dren (those without learning disabilities) 
miss out on is interaction with neuro-
divergent students (those with learning 
disabilities.) Conversely, it is important 
for students with learning disabilities to 
have interactions with their fellow peers, 
as it offers them social experience and 
sometimes even a friend. Most schools 
lack inclusion programs for students 
with disabilities and it is holding every-
one back from having a full educational 
experience. 

Having more inclusion programs 
in the Bethlehem Area School District 
will impact peer-to-peer interactions, 
increasing awareness about disabilities 
and decreasing negative behaviors toward 
students with disabilities. So, how does 
interaction with disabled students ben-
efit neurotypical students? Firstly, these 
interactions help students learn that 
the world is made up of more than just 
others like them. Increased awareness is 
just the start. Peer-to-peer interactions 
can stretch neurotypical students beyond 
what they’re comfortable with, helping 
them develop empathy, compassion and 
the skills necessary to communicate 
effectively. If these interactions go well, 
a byproduct might be students learning 
that they can be friends with students 

with intellectual disabilities; that they 
are more alike than they realize. Ex-
posure to the needs of intellectually 
disabled students can also provide their 
neurotypical peers with insight into ca-
reers that serve people with disabilities, 
from special education to various forms 
of therapy.

For neurodivergent students, having 
peer-to-peer programming is equally 
beneficial, but for different reasons. Many 
students with intellectual disabilities 
struggle to make friends. When students 
get to know one another, it’s possible to 
see what they have in common instead of 
what makes them different. Being includ-
ed in the larger school community helps 
students with disabilities feel like they 
belong in the school, and not just seques-
tered away like they don’t deserve to be in 
real school. 

Clearly, this type of interaction needs 
a plan. First, mainstream and special ed-
ucation teachers need to learn to collabo-
rate to incorporate intellectually disabled 
students into general education. De-
pending on students’ needs, this could be 
shortened assignments or even a match-
ing game or a coloring page. Encouraging 
students to work in groups to discuss 
and explore course topics is another way 
to reinforce the content. 

However, school is not just all about 
academics. Finding ways to incorporate 
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neurodivergent students into activities 
like band, theater, cheerleading, or 
sports, will deepen their sense of belong-
ing. Beyond academics and activities, 
inclusion programs raise awareness about 
what disabilities are and how disabilities 
affect students every day. Empathy exer-
cises can be used to help typical students 
understand what it might be like to live 
with a disability. For example, kids could 
be asked to write with oven mitts on to 
demonstrate fine motor challenges or 
students could be blindfolded to gain 
empathy for blind students. Raising 
awareness will help students understand 
and will likely develop empathy.

No one lives in a bubble. Special 
needs students should not be sequestered 
away and neurotypical students should 
not believe that they are the only type of 
kid around. The BASD should consider 
seeking out peer ambassadors, neuro-
typical students who already embody 
a commitment to working with their 
intellectually-disabled peers and can 
teach others the same skills. These stu-
dents are out there and are an untapped 
resource. When exposure becomes ex-
perience, relationships can be built. Stu-
dents on both sides will have a friendly 
face to talk to at school and potentially a 
life changing experience. 

Ivy Tharouniatis is a Junior at Liberty High School. Her exposure to 
special needs began at a unique K-8 charter school in Ann Arbor, MI whose 

mission was to provide compassionate and informed peer-to-peer interactions 
and support. She is currently a staff supervisor at Bitty & Beau’s in 

Bethlehem, a coffee shop dedicated to employing adults with intellectual 
disabilities. Once in college, she hopes to become an Occupational Therapist 

and plans to work with neuro-divergent children and adults

”“We will all profit from a more diverse, inclusive society, 
understanding, accommodating, even celebrating our 
differences, while pulling together for the common good.

   —Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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Alliance Goals

The Alliance is dedicated to a sustainable, regenerative society, communi-
ty sustainability, and holistic approaches to the environment, social justice, 
health, participatory democracy, and local economies. We are committed to 
active, collaborative approaches that work for long-term positive outcomes.

Goals

To create more equitable and livable communities, the Alliance and its 
members work to: 

1. Protect the natural environment on which our communities depend

2. Protect and extend fundamental rights and opportunities through-
out the range of human diversity

3. Promote broad, meaningful participation in decision-making to ad-
vance community interests and ensure that communities can assert 
their rights as a higher priority than corporations claim for themselves

4. Foster strong local economies that provide secure and fulfilling live-
lihoods, foster enjoyable community life, work in harmony with na-
ture, and strengthen the viability of independent local businesses 
and farms

5. Encourage people to consume food that is whole, locally produced, 
and grown in ways that sustain and rebuild soil, water, wildlife, veg-
etation, and the lives of all of us

6. Promote discussion, education, and understanding of ways to maxi-
mize the health of individuals and communities. 

By working towards these goals, the Alliance aspires to accomplish the 
broader purposes that led to its formation in 2003.

Visit our website for the complete Vision and Mission  
and the full Declaration of Principles.

About the Alliance

About the Alliance – Vision and Goals

Also see:
• About the Alliance ........................................................ 10
• About the Alliance –Rethinking Education ................ 29
• About the Alliance – How the Alliance Began ............. 63

How many times have I thought the world was ending
How many days are we left spending 
Fearful

What is the cause?
Sadly the people mask the truth, not themselves 
It is fake news, “fake news”

You need to know
Temperatures are low
In Antarctica

You need to see
Burning trees
Of wildfires

You need to feel
The fate we have sealed
Repercussions.

Mutations of creatures
Bringing back the population! 
Monsters.

How many times have I lost ambitions
How many days are just repetition
Always.

Humanity
Amaiya Kavachery

Amaiya Kavachery is a student at Lehigh Valley Charter High School for 
the Arts. She is an aspiring professional writer, with many books in progress 
already. She has a great interest in linguistics, specifically Korean linguistics, 

and is inspired by her dream to become a screenwriter in South Korea. 
However, her passion for the English language makes her wonder whether or not 

her true drive is to become an English teacher for the children of Korea instead.

Humanity Amaiya Kavachery 

https://www.sustainlv.org/about-us/vision-mission-goals/
https://www.sustainlv.org/about-us/vision-mission-goals/declaration-of-principles/
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Finding a solution to prevent fur-
ther gentrification of Southside 
Bethlehem and instead help 

the urban communities in the area and 
preserve the historic properties is an im-
portant issue for the City of Bethlehem. 
Gentrification is a huge issue in south-
side Bethlehem; businesses, restaurants, 
luxury high-rise apartments, and other 
establishments have opened there and 
more are due to be built in the future. 
The problem here is the fact that all of 
these establishments do not support 
nor benefit the urban communities that 
live around them. This gentrification 
also dismisses the preservation of this 
historic area.

My goal isn’t to stand in the way of 
progress and development but to pro-
tect the history of South Bethlehem. I 
would like the economic impacts of this 
progress to be reconsidered keeping the 
residents of South Bethlehem in mind 
instead of fully disregarding them to be 
nothing more than obstacles that need to 
be overcome. My perspective on the issue 
is unwavering because the people who 
have lived their day to day lives in these 
parts of southside Bethlehem are cur-
rently being gentrified and this needs to 
cease. I would like to keep their histori-
cal neighborhood preserved from this ag-
gressive modern progression in terms of 

buildings but more importantly sustain 
their way of life and keep their housing. 
If this intense modernization of the area 
continues, we will lose the historical sig-
nificance of south Bethlehem. Inspired 
developers venturing to the area should 
start reusing historical buildings and 
transforming them into something new, 
instead of taking land and tearing down 
old buildings for entirely new structures. 
However, what is actually occurring is 
these new developers who are “modern-
izing” are also making the residents that 
have lived their entire lives in the area 
and built the community social fabric 
flee from a place they call home.

South Bethlehem is a beautiful 
and artsy community that also just so 
happens to have historical significance. 
Others have their own motives that 
could oppose my perspective on this 
important issue; they want to leave their 
mark in the community by developing 
new modern buildings and attracting 
more attention to the area — but most 
important to them is bringing in more 
money. Universities also put a dent in my 
mission to end gentrification. Universi-
ties are always on the move for expansion 
and our very own Lehigh University 
is no exception. South Bethlehem has 
high-value property and this university 
is willing to snatch up any property and 

Gentrify No More, Preserve History!
Anthony Thompson
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develop new office buildings or student 
housing on top of historical land. My 
solution would be to allow new develop-
ment in Southside Bethlehem; however, 
with this solution to give both groups 
something eighty percent of the build-
ings must remain to preserve the histori-
cal significance of South Side Bethlehem, 
and with this developers can restore the 
interiors of these older buildings and use 
them while keeping the exterior. If these 
old buildings cannot be restored, twenty 
percent of them could be allowed to be 
torn down making way for new develop-

ment. Also, any space that is not already 
developed can be built on; however, the 
buildings constructed there could use 
and embrace the architectural style so 
that even though they might be “new” 
in build date they would resemble the 
community and allow for a smoother 
transition compared to a modern high 
rise. I hope that if this solution is acted 
upon the issue of gentrification in south 
Bethlehem will be a thing of the past but 
more importantly something to learn 
from for the future.

Anthony attends Liberty High School, where he is president of the psychology 
club. He has a part time job and enjoys invigorating conversations surrounding 
topics he cares deeply about which is one of the reasons why he wrote this piece.

”“Although increasing density by constructing bigger and taller buildings is 
sometimes touted as a way to minimize environmental impacts, the point 
of incorporating a commitment to environmental justice throughout the 
Climate Action Plan was precisely to make sure that vulnerable or “frontline” 
communities won’t bear a disproportionate burden….

–Breena Holland
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The electric buzz of the lights was constant, like crickets on a sum-
mer’s night. The noise would only stop when the blackouts hit. But 

these were occurring more and more frequently. The lights would flicker, 
sputtering feebly in the damp rooms, and then die. Silence would fill the 
underground world as large white eyes blinked rapidly, adjusting to the 
impenetrable darkness. Rin crouched by the cold metal wall, her skin 
blotchy in the cool cavernous hallway. She was not fond of the dark, but 
she was used to it, having lived underground her whole brief life. As she 
waited for the lights to turn back on, a cold drop of water landed on her 
nose. She imagined she was sitting in a warm bath of sunshine, with 
a mist of rain washing over her. Rin had heard so many stories from 
the elders about such things. They would tell anyone who would listen, 
mainly Rin these days, about the soft blue skies and blossoming flowers 
they adored in their youth. 

Soft footsteps padded by her in the dark, bright eyes passing over 
her petite figure. Rin stood up, walking quickly behind the man. Turn-
ing down another corridor, he unlocked a door and strode through it; 
Rin slipped through it quietly. She liked to come here to press her ear 
against the metal wall and listen to the sounds of the outdoors. This was 
the closest to the outside she had ever gotten. It was a forbidden area, 
prohibited but to the guards of the underground town. Few wanted to 
venture this close to the surface, and so it was not heavily fortified. Rin 
would sit outside the guardroom, locked by another door, in a corner, lis-
tening to the harsh winds and battering rains of the wasteland outside. 

It was uninhabitable, she was told, hot and dry, full of death. But 
she wasn’t so sure; she had heard so many stories of the beautiful out-
doors about birds chirping and the fluttering leaves of trees in the wind. 
Of course, she had seen the pictures of the desolate wasteland, but she 
couldn’t help but hope maybe there was something better out there 
than in the dark, damp place where she lived, down here in the muffled 

Don’t Open the Door
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depths, where spiders and insects crawled. Perhaps some new life had 
sprung up in people’s absence. Maybe the world had begun to heal, and 
the smoky skies would be blue again, and green swaying plants would 
spring out of the earth. Rin was tired of eating the food of the caverns. 
For little grew down here except mushrooms and blind fish deep in the 
underground lakes. They had tried to cultivate plants at first Rin had 
heard, but the conditions were too bad, and the lights were too inconsis-
tent and cold. 

The underground city’s main power came from solar panels above 
the shelter, but these were old and often damaged. The power would fluc-
tuate on and off throughout the day and night. Rin pressed her ear to the 
metal, which was warm; the morning must be near. She longed with her 
whole being to see it, the sun. It couldn’t be as hot as people said…maybe 
it was better now outside. Maybe. 

Today she was going to find a way to look outside and see for herself 
what the world had become. Right after the blackout hit, she had dam-
aged one of the light fixtures down the hall. As soon as the lights turned 
on once again, the damaged light bulbs would start a fire. So, she waited, 
hoping the lights would turn on soon, hoping it wouldn’t last for days as 
it had done before. And then it happened; the buzz of electricity perme-
ated the hallway outside the guard room. Rin quickly made herself as 
small as possible, backing into a corner as the inner door opened and the 
guards ran out. They walked past Rin, not seeing her, intent on getting 
to the scene of the fire. She slipped into the entrance room as the door 
closed behind them. A heavy circular crank sealed the door. She pulled 
at it, using all her strength to turn the handle, force the door open. After 
minutes of struggling and blistering her hands, the door budged, opening 
slowly out into the morning light. 

She stood in the shadows of the bunker, watching the door open 
and reveal the outside world before her. She climbed out into the raging 
heat; her pale skin was not used to the intensely hot sun. But she didn’t 
care; she didn’t want to live in the dark anymore. Anything was better 
than down there. Rin’s grey eyes twinkled in the sun, her long black hair 
whipping in the wind. Everything around her was a dusty color, the land-
scape full of red-brown rocks, nothing green in sight. There were some 
ruins in the distance of once-great cities, crumbling nameless homes. 
Some dead trees loomed above her, their bark scorched and black. It was 
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Cecelia Tabor is a senior at Cedar Crest College, majoring in Art and English. 
She was an editorial intern for the Alliance this summer (2021). 

nothing like the beautiful garden she had pictured in her head. But the 
sun, the sun, was the most beautiful thing she had ever seen. Bright and 
glowing in the dusty skies, it shone like a beacon in the yellow sky.

Rin walked forward as the sweat dripped off her brow, stinging her 
eyes. She wanted a better look at the sun. After walking up a slope, she 
began feeling dizzy and sat upon a patch of withered grass gazing up at 
the sky. She felt very sleepy and laid down to rest under the bright hot 
gleaming sun twinkling like a lost friend.

Principles of Environmental Justice   

1) Environmental Justice affirms the sacredness of 
Mother Earth, ecological unity and the interdependence 
of all species, and the right to be free from ecological 
destruction.

2) Environmental Justice demands that public policy 
be based on mutual respect and justice for all peoples, free 
from any form of discrimination or bias.

3) Environmental Justice mandates the right to 
ethical, balanced and responsible uses of land and 
renewable resources in the interest of a sustainable planet 
for humans and other living things.

4) Environmental Justice calls for universal protection 
from nuclear testing, extraction, production and disposal 
of toxic/hazardous wastes and poisons and nuclear testing 
that threaten the fundamental right to clean air, land, 
water, and food.

5) Environmental Justice affirms the fundamental 
right to political, economic, cultural and environmental 
self-determination of all peoples.

6) Environmental Justice demands the cessation 
of the production of all toxins, hazardous wastes, and 
radioactive materials, and that all past and current 
producers be held strictly accountable to the people 
for detoxification and the containment at the point of 
production.

7) Environmental Justice demands the right to 
participate as equal partners at every level of decision- 
making, including needs assessment, planning, 
implementation, enforcement and evaluation.

8) Environmental Justice affirms the right of all 
workers to a safe and healthy work environment without 
being forced to choose between an unsafe livelihood and 
unemployment. It also affirms the right of those who work 
at home to be free from environmental hazards.

9) Environmental Justice protects the right of victims 
of environmental injustice to receive full compensation 
and reparations for damages as well as quality health care.

10) Environmental Justice considers governmental 
acts of environmental injustice a violation of international 
law, the Universal Declaration On Human Rights, and the 
United Nations Convention on Genocide.

11) Environmental Justice must recognize a special 
legal and natural relationship of Native Peoples to the U.S. 
government through treaties, agreements, compacts, and 
covenants affirming sovereignty and self-determination.

12) Environmental Justice affirms the need for urban 
and rural ecological policies to clean up and rebuild our 
cities and rural areas in balance with nature, honoring the 
cultural integrity of all our communities, and provided fair 
access for all to the full range of resources.

13) Environmental Justice calls for strict enforcement 
of principles of informed consent, and a halt to the testing 
of experimental reproductive and medical procedures and 
vaccinations on people of color.

14) Environmental Justice opposes the destructive 
operations of multi-national corporations.

15) Environmental Justice opposes military 
occupation, repression and exploitation of lands, peoples 
and cultures, and other life forms.

16) Environmental Justice calls for the education of 
present and future generations which emphasizes social 
and environmental issues, based on our experience and an 
appreciation of our diverse cultural perspectives.

17) Environmental Justice requires that we, as 
individuals, make personal and consumer choices 
to consume as little of Mother Earth’s resources and to 
produce as little waste as possible; and make the conscious 
decision to challenge and reprioritize our lifestyles to 
ensure the health of the natural world for present and 
future generations.

More info on environmental justice and environmental 
racism can be found online at www.ejnet.org/ej/

We, The PeoPle of Color, gathered together at this multinational People of Color Environmental 
Leadership Summit, to begin to build a national and international movement of all peoples of color 
to fight the destruction and taking of our lands and communities, do hereby re-establish our spiritual 
interdependence to the sacredness of our Mother Earth; to respect and celebrate each of our cultures, 
languages and beliefs about 2 natural world and our roles in healing ourselves; to ensure environmental 
justice; to promote economic alternatives which would contribute to the development of environmental-
ly safe livelihoods; and, to secure our political, economic and cultural liberation that has been denied 
for over 500 years of colonization and oppression, resulting in the poisoning of our communities and 
land and the genocide of our peoples, do affirm and adopt these Principles of Environmental Justice:

The Principles of Environmental Justice (EJ)

Delegates to the First National People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit held on October 24-27, 
1991, in Washington DC, drafted and adopted these 17 principles of Environmental Justice. Since then, the 
Principles have served as a defining document for the growing grassroots movement for environmental justice.

Editors’ Note: This statement from the 1991 People of Color Environmental Justice Summit is included to 
add perspective to the #TeachTheTruth essay on page 32.

http://
https://www.ejnet.org/ej
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TEACHING 
CLIMATE

Interdisciplinary Teaching on Climate  
for All Subjects & Grade Levels

We encourage and help teachers find and share effective 
ways to integrate climate and sustainability concepts in their 
classrooms—in ways that will enrich and enhance the classes 

and help meet learning goals. Sustainability concepts are 
inherently complex and well-served by interdisciplinary and 
experiential approaches. We welcome your ideas on how best 

to make that work in every subject, at every grade level. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  
TEACH-CLIMATE.NET 

Curriculum Guides
Basics of Climate Science
GHG calculator & guide

Student Activities
Climate Action Planning

Subject-Specific  
Lesson Plans & Resources

Elementary School
Middle School

High School

Recommendations
Books

Documentaries
Podcasts

Essays & Articles

Free & Accessible Resources

Connect with us on Twitter! @teachinglimate

Rethinking Education 

Many schools downplay the concepts and practices of sustainability. Because 
many students have a strong interest in exploring these ideas, the Alliance 
has created internship opportunities, materials to help guide teachers in K-12 
schools, and opportunities for community learning and reskilling.

Internships for College Students 

Since 2004, more than 135 students — from all the Lehigh Valley colleges 
and universities — have worked on projects as diverse as campus sustainabil-
ity, climate action, healthy food for healthy communities, climate & sustain-
ability for teachers, sustainable business, community and restorative justice 
systems, and community planning for resilience and sustainability. These in-
ternships help students develop their ideas and explore alternatives to ‘busi-
ness as usual’. We also offer summer internships (For more information, go to 
internships.sustainlv.org.) Note: While these internships are designed for col-
lege students, they are also available to highly-motivated high-school students.

Schools Initiatives 

We have developed interdisciplinary, experiential teaching guides to encour-
age and help teachers. In 2017, we published ‘Let’s Talk About Climate’! to 
encourage and assist teachers to make climate and sustainability a major 
focus across all subject areas and grade levels, using inquiry-based approach-
es. Following a successful 2021 summer internship project, we issued a new 
report on Climate Change Education and updated the website, now simply 
called Teaching Climate. We are working on similar initiatives for teaching 
about community-based and restorative justice systems and about healthy 
food for healthy communities. (Also see ‘#TeachTheTruth’ on page 32)

Films and Politics

Led by Faramarz Farbod, professor of Political Science at Moravian University, 
participants view and discuss a different film each time (nearly 150 films as of 
this writing) — and it’s free and open to the public! The average session includes 
10–15 people, but upwards of eighty persons have attended some sessions. 

Join us in working for more sustainable communities!

About the Alliance

About the Alliance –Rethinking Education

Also see:
• About the Alliance – Vision and Goals ......................... 20
• About the Alliance – How the Alliance Began ............. 63 
• About the Alliance – Vision and Goals ......................... 20

https://teach-climate.net
http://internships.sustainlv.org
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/climate-change-education/
https://teach-climate.net
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The tension between margin-
alized communities and law 
enforcement officers has existed 

since the establishment of police forces. 
We acknowledge that the systematical-
ly racist and white supremacist issues 
regarding police forces are complex and 
therefore can’t be tackled all at once. The 
essay excerpt below focuses on restorative 
practices within the current criminal 
legal system, based on research and in-
terview conclusions from the Alliance’s 
internship on Law Enforcement and the 
Justice System, rather than the explora-
tion of defunding the police.

If asked what police do, the general 
public will probably respond that they 
believe police officers spend their days 
fighting, stopping, preventing, and solv-
ing crime. However, this is not actually 
the case. Rather, “police sociologists 
report that only about 10% of the average 
police officer’s time is devoted to crimi-
nal matters of any kind.” Most of their 
time is spent dealing with “infractions 
of various administrative codes and reg-
ulations: all those rules about how and 
where one can eat, drink, smoke, sell, 
sit, walk, and drive.” Therefore David 
Graeber, an anthropology professor at 
the London School of Economics, calls 
police officers bureaucrats with weapons. 
Rather than fight crime, they often bring 
physical force and fear into communities, 
particularly communities of color as well 
as other vulnerable and marginalized 
groups (i.e. LGBTQIA+ and Indigenous 
folks). Therefore we must first dismantle 

the myth that police are there for safety 
and question who and what they are 
keeping safe, namely white folks and 
white property.

After unpacking the myth that only 
with the presence of police can we remain 
safe, we must ask ourselves, how can we 
ensure safety in our neighborhoods? We 
believe that keeping a community safe is 
not and should not be the responsibility 
of the police, as it has been historical-
ly; rather, it requires the collaboration 
and teamwork of citizens. In order to 
effectively do so, individuals within a 
community need open, consistent, and 
honest communication with one another. 
We often have no hesitation to call the 
police on neighbors or other folks in our 
areas if we witness what we believe to be 
an unlawful activity. It is easier to pass 
off alleged law offenders to police rather 
than sitting down with them to keep 
them accountable and communicate and/
or reiterate shared, community guide-
lines and expectations.

Establishing community relations 
with one another requires communica-
tion. Communication is difficult if there 
are no sorts of structures in place that 
allow community members to express 
their expectations and hold one another 
accountable for community violations. 
Therefore we propose the model of 
restorative justice, as we strongly and 
deeply believe that community safety can 
be manifested through it. The Centre for 
Justice and Reconciliation defines restor-
ative justice as, “a theory of justice that 

Restorative Justice: A New Hope
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emphasizes repairing the harm caused 
by criminal behavior” that involves the 
participation of all stakeholders in a 
cooperative process that can lead to 
transformation of people, relationships 
and communities. As Laura Mirsky, then 
Advancement & Relations Manager at 
the International Institute for Restor-
ative Practices, explained that the goal 
of restorative justice is to show offenders 
that actions have personal consequences 
and hopefully to send the offender back 
into society with a different perspective 
and as a better citizen. Without restor-
ative justice, Mirsky points out that the 
conflict is taken away from the com-
munity and given to the state. But with 
restorative justice, everyone who’s been 
affected by a negative action can gather 
and do something together to solve it as a 
unified group. 

For instance, restorative justice was 
able to change the lives of six young boys 
who were between the ages of 10 and 13 
years old. On a dare, these boys broke 
into a giant chemical processing plant but 
were caught. Rather than simply being 
put into the criminal legal system, these 
boys each had the chance to “face the 
consequences of their choices, to discuss 
the ways they would do things differently 
in the future, and to share anything from 
their home or personal lives that might 
have influenced their decision to break 
into the plant that night.” As a facilitator, 
Longmont Community Justice Partner-

ship met with the boys, representatives 
from the boys’ families, and those from 
the chemical plant to create contracts for 
restitution. This restitution took form 
as one hundred hours of sweat equity 
in the same plant the group broke into, 
plus alcohol awareness classes and an 
agreement to write a story about what 
they’d learned for the local newspaper. 
Unlike traditional punishments and 
consequences, restorative justice requires 
offenders to take personal responsibility 
and accountability for their actions.

So often we have found ourselves 
wondering time and time again, how to 
reform, better educate, and change the 
police system. However, we think there is 
great hope and substantial evidence that 
restorative justice will limit if not entire-
ly erase the need for police, keep folks 
personally accountable for their everyday 
actions, and have them feel supported by 
their communities. Restorative practices 
have often been criticized as being too 
“soft” and “easy going” for law offenders; 
however, folks who actually practice it 
will express how much more difficult, yet 
rewarding, working with your own com-
munity members actually is. Therefore 
we encourage readers to take the time 
to reflect and dream of a better future 
without the need for police, a future that 
is replaced with neighbors and common 
folks who can make their communities 
safe, independent, and collaborative.

Emily Kim is a recent graduate of Lafayette College where she studied Government 
& Law and Anthropology & Sociology to prepare her for a career committed to social 

justice advocacy. The above essay is drawn from a report she created as part of her Law 
Enforcement and the Justice System internship with Alliance in the summer of 2017.

See Emily’s full report, ‘Building Community: Respect, Understanding, and Collaboration between 
Police and Citizens’, on the Alliance website.

https://www.sustainlv.org/act-locally/internships-with-the-alliance/reports-posters-articles-by-interns/
https://www.sustainlv.org/act-locally/internships-with-the-alliance/reports-posters-articles-by-interns/
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#TeachTheTruth
Peter Crownfield and Devon Jewell

Editors note: This essay is adapted from the Alliance summer internship report on Climate Change 
Education, for which Devon was the lead author, and from a longer article on environmental justice 
written that Devon and Peter wrote for the upcoming State of the Lehigh Valley report.

Why do some serious, wide-
spread problems persist 
year after year, decade after 

decade, generation after generation? One 
reason is that the problems are shrouded 
in myths and half truths, reinforced by 
the government and the media. Could 
these problems have been solved decades 
earlier if our schools didn’t perpetuate 
those myths and false narratives that 
help maintain the status quo?

Too many schools proudly proclaim 
a commitment to critical thinking, but 
continue teaching half-truths and myths 
while glossing over issues that could 
engage students in real critical thinking. 
We think schools have an obligation 
to teach the truth — pleasant and un-
pleasant — about the real world. When 
they fail to do this (whether because of 
state-imposed standards or local policy) 
they are making school less-relevant 
to students’ lives and failing to prepare 
them for the world they will face. 

Despite all the nice words from politi-
cians and agencies at both the federal and 
state levels, it seems clear that the power-
ful forces of racism, elitism, and economic 
self-interest by those with power continue 
to block even the most basic levels of 
human rights and equity. It’s way past 
time for all schools to help students learn 

about all these difficult topics instead of 
sweeping them under the rug! 

What do students learn about en-
vironmental justice and the movement 
that has continued since the 1960s, when 
it became clear that governments and 
industry treated poor and minority com-
munities unfairly when it came to siting 
polluting or disruptive projects? Do they 
learn about the Flint Water Crisis and 
discuss the task force findings that it was 
a classic case of environmental racism, 
where “… regional EPA officials and state 
officials in Michigan responded first with 
a cover-up, and then defensively — either 
trying to avoid responsibility or mini-
mizing the extent of the damage”? 

After a Minneapolis police officer 
murdered George Floyd, bringing police 
brutality and racism to the fore, a num-
ber of schools heard from graduates, 
asking why their schools hadn’t covered 
these widespread patterns of police vio-
lence and racism in school. 

We could point to dozens of key 
issues that cry for some real critical 
thinking, issues dealing with the justice 
system, healthcare, human rights, milita-
rism and cover-up of war crimes, foreign 
policy, economics, and many more. 

For now, though, let’s look at just 
two areas that are especially important 

#TeachTheTruth Peter Crownfield and Devon Jewell 

#TeachTheTruth

in terms of teaching the truth and cli-
mate education.

One key area is the failure to teach 
truth about Indigenous people, past and 
present. The Indigenous cultures pre-
ceded the settler-colonial movement by 
10,000 years or more, and continue to 
provide invaluable leadership and knowl-
edge to help deal with existential issues 
such as climate change and the perils of 
fossil fuels. How do students learn to see 
beyond myths and falsehoods such as the 
Thanksgiving story and tales that the ‘In-
dians’ sold the land to the settlers? 

Do they learn about the many ways 
Indigenous societies cared for the land 
and protected natural ecosystems for 
coming generations, not leaving them 
to clean up the adults’ mess . The idea of 
considering the welfare of children and 
future generations is not new; in fact, it 
was stated about 1,000 years ago in the 
Haudenosaunee people’s ‘Great Law of 
Peace’, founding what is often referred to 
as the Iroquois Confederacy. 

Nothing has brought these educa-
tional gaps out more clearly than the 
climate emergency and the movement 
for climate justice. And, as is the case 
with so many things, the failure to rein 
in climate change will harm poor and 
marginalized communities, here and in 
the Global South, first and most severely. 
As we saw at COP26 in Glasgow, our 
so-called leaders ignore the practical 
wisdom of youth and Indigenous leaders; 
they refuse to accept the urgency and 
the need to confront those causing the 
problem. (Unfortunately, many people 
in the general population share the same 

thinking, partly because they were never 
taught the truth.) 

To provide today’s youth and future 
generations with a safe and healthy envi-
ronment, we need to listen to them and 
understand that we are in the vortex of a 
serious climate emergency that demands 
full mobilization and immediate action. 
Nice words, half-hearted steps, and emp-
ty promises are not acceptable. Pipelines, 
tar sands oil, and fracking are all part 
of the fossil-fuel-based system that has 
brought human civilization and Earth’s 
ecosystems to the brink of disaster, so ev-
ery new permit approval or construction 
project makes things worse than they al-
ready are. We have reached the point where 
every bit of fossil fuel extracted and burned 
is destroying the future for today’s young 
people and for future generations.

What can parents, students, commu-
nity members, and teachers do?

First of all, recognize that the tsuna-
mi of climate catastrophe is already on its 
way, and we need to act now to prepare 
students and communities. It’s been 
over 20 years since the impacts of global 
warming and climate change became 
widely known and the existential nature 
of the crisis also was becoming clear. It’s 
been seven years since a leading Lehigh 
Valley school district publicly adopted 
a comprehensive Climate and Sustain-
ability Commitment, yet many students 
in our local schools still graduate with-
out having learned about the climate 
emergency or climate justice in school. 

Help make the change!

1. Ask teachers in all subjects and grade 
levels to integrate materials related to the 

https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/climate-change-education/
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/climate-change-education/
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Peter was one of the founding members of the Alliance in 2003 and has  
coordinated student internships for the Alliance since its founding. 

Devon is a junior at Moravian Academy. She is passionate about environ -
mental issues and wants to have a positive impact on the local community.

climate crisis in classroom discussions 
and assignments. Here are some exam-
ples of how teachers can do this:

• English Language arts teachers 
can easily incorporate material on 
climate change in reading, research, 
and writing assignments — essays, 
fiction, poetry, and journalism. 

• Social Studies teachers can discuss 
policy issues, including exploration 
of why governments have failed to 
act, to enrich reading and discussions 

• Science and Math teachers can use 
examples from climate science to 
teach concepts and skills in their 
subject at every age level. 

(See teach-climate.net for more 
specific ideas and resources.)

2. Ask Principals, department heads, 
and curriculum coordinators to support 
teachers in the process of integrating 
climate change into their teaching. 

3. Make sure your school library or 
media center includes materials related 
to climate change and sustainability, 
such as No Planet B, Winds of Change, 
Radicalized, a selection of ‘cli-fi’ sto-
ries, and proposals for change, such as 
Drawdown and Being the Change. 

4. Ask high-school teachers to engage 
students in a GHG-inventory project 
and begin to draft a climate action plan 
for the school. (See teach-climate.net for 
specific steps and tools, and ideas.) 

5. Initiate and engage in conversa-
tions about the climate emergency with 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers at 
every opportunity!

To help raise public awareness, we need 
to do all these steps publicly, raising 
them at parent meetings and school 
board meetings — and with other par-
ents and students. 

”“When enough people come together then change will come and we can achieve 
almost anything. So instead of looking for hope — start creating it.

–Greta Thunberg

Also see: Climate Change Education (Summer 2021)

  

Today’s society is filled with wars, violence, prejudice, etc. There needs to be a change in order to 
keep striving as the human race. If we have to start somewhere why not here? If we have to start 
sometime why not now? —Luke H., Moravian UniversityP
Disregarding what’s occurring in our world is doing a disservice not only to crucial biomes but also 
to the health of humans. People will inevitably reap the implications of these negative responses 
through the lowered economic stability and environmental standards. Individuals must hold 
companies accountable for their unethical working standards and normalize the production of 
sustainable alternations and disenchanting consumerism. In order to have a prosperous future, it 
is imperative to put changes in place now and maintain them long-term, or else there won’t be any 
more of our Earth for future generations to inherit. —Alyson Van Dusen, Charter Arts HS P
We need to stop ignoring climate change and take action. The world is dying every day and more 
people need to be informed about the ways they can help prevent further damage: becoming 
vegan/vegetarian, buying clothing from second hand stores, using electric vehicles, etc. 
—Claudia Ryan, Moravian University P
“There is so much out there about climate change and environmental destruction, and a lot of 
it is depressing. What encourages me, through studying environmental science, is the fact that 
ecosystems can be incredibly resilient, if we let them be. Working in union with natural systems 
is more effective than dominating them, because it encourages the connections instead of damage. 
But some things are pretty irrecoverable, and it’s been interesting to see that as a species we’re okay 
with letting them go. 

Climate change has revealed a lot about humanity to me: to see us forsake long-term self-
preservation, accept selfishness in the name of money, and to be so passive in its wake—these ideas 
shape me. I’m hoping for a cultural, and political shift in my lifetime that considers the earth for 
what it is: inherently valuable and interconnected with humans. I see environmental degradation 
as a hidden, yet incredibly violent thing. I find that many people attribute environmentalism to 
idealism — but I think it’s about being practical with our resources and spiritual state. If you feel 
like we’re screwed, I would urge you to seek some personal connection to nature. It’s about helping 
people and nature in our lifetime and in the future. Past global extinction events were brought on 
by issues that are reflected in today’s climate change. It would be a shame to see us go extinct and 
take nature alongside us, because it is avoidable. If I were to be passive about this issue it would be 
hard to respect myself, so as I get close to graduation I am trying to figure out how I can play a role 
in pushing this cultural shift.” —Kendall O’Farrell, Lehigh University, Alliance intern

Youth Voices
The following statements by students and young adults reflect their thoughts, their deepest 
hopes and fears on climate change and aspects of sustainability in the past, present, and/
or future. We encourage you to share your thoughts with us: just email the editors or post a 
comment on the Alliance’s website! 

(Youth Voices continue on next page)

https://teach-climate.net
https://teach-climate.net
https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/climate-change-education/
mailto:slv-editors%40sustainlv.org?subject=Youth%20Voices
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It is so easy to treat each other with kindness and compassion. Why not just let the old wounded 
ways die out and immediately begin treating animals, ecosystems, and our fellow humans with 
more gentleness? We all suffer in life. Let’s not inflict any more pain upon each other but rather, 
help each other heal and coexist in peace.  —Rebecca Canright, Asbury NJP
People today are too scared to be wrong, admit mistakes, and be honest with each other. These 
traits do not lead to anything sustainable. I hope that new generations will be able to be open to 
each other and throw away preconceived notions and opinions.  
 —anonymous, Moravian University P
Climate change is no longer the boogeyman in the closet that we can hide away from. It’s time that 
we all prioritize its importance for the betterment of future generations. 
 —Nate Stratton, Muhlenberg College, Alliance intern P
Climate change is a dire issue that affects everyone on this planet; however, modern legislatures 
worldwide do not combat this rapidly growing issue appropriately. We have all of the resources and 
technology necessary to change the global climate for the better, so my generation and others must 
urgently push our lawmakers to take a firm stance against climate change and advocate for our 
future.”  —Harrison Kim, Parkland HS P
Nihilism is the enemy of progress, and it is a pit easy to fall into. Responsibility is a burden forced 
onto us, but it is one that we have no choice but to carry. —David Fadem, Charter Arts HS P
“As a STEM student, I’m constantly reminded in my classes of how dire the climate crisis is and 
how it has the potential to become so much worse. The time to organize and demand change has to 
be now.”  —Adin Goldfeder, Muhlenberg CollegeP
The future of sustainability relies on the generation of today. Hearing the song ‘American 
Dream’ by Raye Zaragoza made me think about how she said “change is a choice.” I think 
sustainability, such as reusable things, recycling old materials to make bigger things, 
and just small conscious decisions to make the world a better place/balanced place. 
Gardening — farmers markets — thrifting clothes — reducing pollution. Eco-friendly ideas are 
also tied into sustainable ideas because they’re enforced for the betterment of our planet and 
livelihood.  —anonymous, Moravian University 

(Youth Voices continue on page 40)

Misinformation Pandemic Johnny Wilk 

  

Misinformation Pandemic
Johnny Wilk

Originally from Palmerton, Johnny has been a  
Lehigh Valley resident for most of his life.
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Awaken  Zoe Lowry 
Awaken

It is extremely challenging to detach ourselves from the views of others and to rec-
ognize and live true to our own passions, gifts, and purpose. However, gaining this 
deep understanding of self is the only way to achieve unconditional happiness and 
sustainability--in the sense of meeting our personal needs (emotional, spiritual, and 
tangible ones) in harmony with those around us. My art is an important vehicle for 
me to explore my deepest thoughts and come to a better understanding of myself, and 
I am passionate about inspiring this awakening in other people. I use symbols and 
striking imagery to represent the small clues about our true identities that are right at 
our finger tips, waiting for us to discover! 

After becoming a mother, I found myself at a crossroads: “Do I live in Fear/unsustain-
ably (in pursuit of stability alone) or Fearlessly/sustainably (in pursuit of inner peace)?” 
I chose the latter, because if I gave up on finding inner peace and purpose how could 
I teach my daughter to do the same? With this decision, I relinquished my full-time-
with-benefits position to find my artistic voice, then later (as the world entered the 
COVID-19 era), relocated from Philadelphia to the Lehigh Valley.

It became clear to me that I embody a sustainability concept as a woman, wife, mother, 
and artist in two ways: 1) my commitment to understanding my gifts and purpose so 
that I can best serve my “village” and teach my child to do the same in her lifetime and 
2) create artwork that inspires others to do the same. 

Zoe Lowry is on a mission to make the journey to living Purposefully 
“in vogue”. Her graphic design has aired on VH1’s “Love and Hip 

Hop: Miami” and she has displayed original artwork in Philadelphia 
and the Lehigh Valley (her new home since 2020).

Awaken
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We are no longer “dealing with climate change” but are in a climate crisis. In all of my education, I 
have never been taught about how we will save our earth and ourselves. My peers and I have been 
wanting climate education so why aren’t you listening? —Devon Jewell, Moravian AcademyP
I’ve seen the effects of climate change alter where I live. It’s depressing to see the deterioration of 
the places that I love. Political leaders must shift focus to climate change if we hope to substantially 
alter the path that we are on. —Christine Zak, Muhlenberg CollegeP
In a world currently fueled by hate and differing political views, we are struggling to come together 
as one team to address the problems we are currently facing regarding the future of our planet. 
To fix this, everyone has to become more open minded and respectful to change the world for the 
greater good. —Kalee Andes, Moravian University P
I feel like we as a nation think that we can push climate change off for another few years, but we’ve 
gone past that point. It’s getting to the point of no return, so our political leaders need to formulate 
strong plans that will lead to tangible change.” —Olivia Tebsherany, Muhlenberg CollegeP
I personally cannot speak about the future because I have no clue what can happen. But for right 
now everything seems okay (at least in my personal life). Hopefully the world stays on the right 
track. —Anthony Ronca, Moravian University P
I view climate change as a personal challenge, rather than a distant, stagnant problem that others 
can solve. We have so much power. Let’s work together to create practical and innovative blueprints 
to solve these multifaceted issues and then mindfully turn them into reality! We need this to 
happen on a large scale, but a good place to start this journey is within our own communities. 
Attending Allentown EAC (Environmental Advisory Council) meetings has shown me how local 
action can contribute to solving these challenges one community at a time, ultimately growing the 
actions to larger-scale initiatives. Together anything is possible! —Lacey Pasco, Muhlenberg CollegeP
The future is now. We as a class of 2021 are the future of the world. So we must prepare for that. 
—Will Castel, Moravian University P
Today sustaining a life that is in college, working, supporting and trying to have any recreation is 
near impossible. Something is always being sacrificed for the success of something else. I can only 
see the future making these ideas harder. —Joseph Marchishin, Moravian University 

(Youth Voices continued from page 40)

Sustainability for me begins with understanding we can’t change the world without changing 
ourselves first. Which is arguably more important. In a world full of hate you don’t begin change 
with a protest in the street. You begin by telling your family how much you love them. We as a 
society live very unsustainable lives. This can’t all be attributed to one detrimental factor but the 
fact that we are not grateful for or respectful to our futures.  —Nina Worsley, Moravian UniversityP
It’s incredibly frustrating to see for myself the effects of climate change and to know that I am not 
even the one most affected by it. I’m disappointed in our leaders for not having real solutions on 
their agenda — we need working policies now. —Eden Chanko, Muhlenberg CollegeP 
After almost 2 years of an uptick in supply chain shortages, major power outages, food scarcity, 
and more across the country, it is clear that now is the time to drastically reduce our reliance on 
corporate systems for our basic human needs and strengthen our self-sustainability — starting 
with our immediate family units or close circles and expanding outwards into our communities 
intentionally and strategically. We have to all go “in” first. Understand your personal strengths and 
weakness, how you contribute to your personal ecosystem, and in what areas you need support — it 
all starts there. Only then, can we live purposefully and really affect change in larger and larger 
ripples in our immediate communities and beyond. —Zoe Lowry, Bethlehem P
Racism… pollution… exploitation… hatred… the “American Dream”… colonization… the “white 
savior complex”… violence… Today scares me but with change and unity tomorrow could be 
better. —Samantha Ortiz, Moravian University.P
Many of the world’s leaders are failing to adequately address climate change since doing 
so involves putting their self-interests second to the good of the general populace. Until 
society makes it clear that it will not tolerate such brazen greed and cowardice, the atrocities 
leveled against nature and humankind will continue at the alarming rate we have observed 
for decades.  —Hannah Flaven, Moravian University, Alliance intern

Add your voice for a future issue of Sustainable Lehigh Valley!  — just 

fill in the simple online form, or email us at slv-editors@sustainlv.org.

https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainability-statement-submissions/
mailto:slv-editors%40sustainlv.org?subject=
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We are facing a climate emer-
gency, and the United 
States is one of the largest 

emitters of greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG), so it’s essential for all industries 
to do their part in stopping the damage. 
Recently, two important members of the 
health care community, The New England 
Journal of Medicine and the National 
Academy of Medicine, called to the 
healthcare industry for “decarbonizing 
of the US Health Sector” — especially 
since a key maxim of the health profes-
sion — stemming from the Hippocratic 
Oath — is to “first, do no harm”. The New 
England Journal of Medicine discusses 
emissions from the healthcare industry 
and their detrimental effects on national 
and global health. The US healthcare 
sector is directly responsible for 8.5% of 
national carbon emissions, and 25% of 
emissions within the global health sec-
tor. The National Academy of Medicine 
has launched an “Action Collaborative 
on Decarbonizing the US Health Sec-
tor”. This collaborative has a four-prong 
approach, developed by professionals 
from the hospital industry, government 
officials, biomedical and pharmaceutical 
reps, and other health professionals from 
public or private practices. Their areas of 
focus involve reducing Scope 3 (indirect) 
emissions, identifying opportunities for 
linking performance and sustainability, 
expanding health professionals’ curric-

ula on climate change, and developing 
sustainability metrics for industry and 
health systems.1 

This initiative is incredibly relevant to 
the Lehigh Valley with major health care 
systems in the area. St. Luke’s and the 
Lehigh Valley health networks lead the 
field in the Valley, so it is important for 
them to recognize their climate impact 
and the impacts on people’s health. These 
systems are among the best in the nation, 
with St. Luke’s named among the top 
100 hospital systems in the US, with its 
Bethlehem campus recognized as the top 
major teaching hospital in the country. 
Together they are responsible for over 
27,000 jobs on 18 campuses and are the 
leading employers in the entire area. 
These phenomena aren’t unique to the 
Lehigh Valley; health care has become 
one of the biggest sources of jobs within 
the United States, dominating the job 
field in 14 states. The number of people 
working in the healthcare field has grown 
to 20% nationwide, with 80% of the 
workers being women (compared to 47% 
nationally in all other industries).2 As the 
largest employers in the Lehigh Valley, 
and a growing field in the country, hospi-
tal systems and the healthcare industry 
need to recognize climate change and its 
effects on human health — and take ac-
tion to reduce their GHG emissions. 

The hospital systems in the Lehigh 
Valley have taken steps towards sustain-

Healthcare and Sustainability
Margaux Petruska

Healthcare and Sustainability 
Healthcare and Sustainability Margaux Petruska 

able actions, but there’s a long way to go. 
St. Luke’s, specifically the Anderson cam-
pus, was built to LEED standards, and 
has a walking path and employee garden. 
Additionally, part of the campus has an 
organic farm created in partnership with 
Rodale Institute, which grows fresh pro-
duce for meals in the hospital.3 

Lehigh Valley Health Network 
doesn’t provide much information on 
their own efforts, but their VP of Op-
erations received a sustainable energy 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2018 for 
his work with energy management and 
sustainability of the hospital’s operations. 
He worked to install over a thousand 
solar panels generating 300,000 kWh of 
electricity per year, and he helped to in-
stall solar thermal panels that generate all 
the hot water needed for the family lodg-
ing center at Cedar Crest. He also pur-
chased vehicles operating on compressed 
natural gas, implemented a comprehen-
sive recycling program, and had their food 
service provider grow produce at their 
garden plots and purchase locally-grown 
produce for meals in the hospital.4 

Both hospitals have made progress 
towards sustainability in the past few 
years, but there is still a long way to go 
towards their operations. Kaiser Perma-
nente, the largest healthcare system in 
the United States, has gone completely 
carbon neutral as of 2020, and is an 
amazing example to the other systems. 
By understanding the role healthcare 
plays in emissions, Kaiser Permanente 

has eliminated 800,000 annual tons of 
carbon emissions.5 Working with Health 
Care Without Harm, Kaiser Permanente 
has shared a guide to help other hospital 
systems reach climate neutrality. Not 
only have they balanced their carbon im-
pact, but they are saving over two million 
dollars per year from their sustainable 
changes.6 

St. Luke’s and LVHN can follow 
in their footsteps and work towards a 
healthy community by integrating cli-
mate emergency and other environmental 
effects. As climate change accelerates, 
more and more people are being affected. 
The hospital networks must take respon-
sibility and make major reductions in 
GHG emissions  —  promoting health 
rather than treatments. Like many other 
growing industries with a large environ-
mental impact, there is a direct need 
for sustainable behavior and practices 
in order to protect lives. The NAM’s 
announcements and plans towards de-
carbonizing the health care system shows 
support and urgency for these actions, 
and hopefully will lead to further sus-
tainability within the field. Integrating 
climate change education into the health-
care industry as a whole can provide 
incredible advancements and necessary 
emissions responsibility. With the Le-
high Valley a major healthcare hub, these 
systems have the potential to bring about 
major sustainability efforts and be leaders 
if they take the initiative. 

Margaux Petruska is a senior at Lehigh and will begin the 
Environmental Policy Masters this spring; she also worked as a 
Climate Action intern for the Alliance in the summer of 2021.

 Sources are available in the online version of this essay.

https://www.sustainlv.org/focus-on/healthcare-and-sustainability/
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Bear witness now to an evil act
Ever careful to separate lies from fact

See this mom of many children
Shaking and heaving
Knowing that soon this form
She may be leaving

Body pushed past the limit
Glassy eyes begging of you
Enough is enough
But why not see it through

A kick to the ribs
A knife to the gut
Even those who feel bad
Can’t help but make a cut

They beat her face into a pulp
Then smother it with a pillow
Until a hand sways at her side
Gentle as weeping willows

Terminally Ill
Hannah Flaven

Terminally Ill Hannah Flaven 

Crying, those with tainted blood
Decry the tragedy born here
Showing up to her funeral
Bearing the cross of complicit tears

As weeks become months
And months become years
This premonition for Mother Gaia
Draws ever more near

Hannah’s bio appears on page 8
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The Clay People
Madeline Tade

A long, long time ago, before time existed
A bearded man named Atala
Dug his fingers into the earth
And rolled it into a sphere
He then pushed his thumb into its center
And shaped it into the first clay bowl
He spun it around and chuckled
Why, I could store anything I want in here, he said
Hey! Aure! Come and see! He hollered
A young un-bearded man
Bounded up the chartreuse hills
His long hair flowing a little passed his shoulders
He poked the bowl and made a little indentation
Ah no touch! Cried Atala, I think it has to dry a bit
Aure nodded. Very well, there is time. 
So they placed it on a rock 
Under the laughing yellow sun, 
The color of buttercups
They sat together by their wooden abodes
Under an olive tree as the sun kissed the horizon
Tomorrow, we are going to tell the world!
Exclaimed Aure to Atala. 
Patience, Aure, Atala replied.
I will yawned Aure, 
Good things shouldn’t be rushed
The next day, Aure called his friend. 
Piera! Come look!
A woman with long-straight hickory brown hair
Came up and grazed her finger 
Along the side of the bowl
I call it a clay bowl, said Atala

The Clay People Madeline Tade 

Piera squinted at it as she made
A light scratching noise along the surface
We should paint these, she noted
Also, you may be able to make more with 
The presence of fire. This is incredible! 
We should make more!
Let’s not get ahead of ourselves, argued Aure
As I have learned from Atala,
Good things should not be rushed.
Together, the three brought the bowl 
To the heart of the community. 
Under a glistening sun, they raised the bowl up 
Towards the sky. Everyone crowded around it 
And begged to hold it as well. 
People jostled and grumbled for a turn to hold it. Eventually, Atala and 
Aure took it in their palms
And lay it to rest in the center. The community dispersed, and Atala, Aure, 
and Piera 
Argued about where they shall lay to rest. 
Aure and Piera eventually decided to sleep under The cherry blossom tree, 
because it was more 
Exciting. Atala left them, defeatedly, and returned To the olive tree.
When he got there, he rested with a humph
As the sun too, plopped its behind on the horizon
Atala plucked an olive and murmured,
Everyone cares about an olive’s outside
But often forget about one’s inside
As he held the pit in his hand and lightly
Scored the ground. He placed the seed down and Swept the soil gingerly 
over it.
What will come of the younglings,
What world will I leave behind? He thought.
This new tree may be among the only things 
I leave behind, but if it feeds a hundred people, Would my life be truly 
meaningless? 
He fell asleep shortly after. 
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The following days, Atala watched the sky burn,
As people burned logs to fire more clay items.
This is terrible! He thought, 
As he watched people shout at each other… 
Hurry Up! 
The people pulled nuts and leaves off of trees
And began using them as “currency”.
Commerce was no longer enough, he thought.
Chemicals were mixed up to make paints.
Everything changed that day. He felt like the only Man to plant the olive 
in the ground, alone. 
Only a few people sleep under olive trees, and 
He was one of the last of his kind.
His idea, remodeled, but not improved
His dreams are now nightmares. 
He was awoken from his trance by a young girl,
Named Chari. In tears he spoke,
Chari, take care of this world when I’m gone, 
Keep the good. Make this world last.
Chari listened and nodded, with a surprising
Amount of understanding. I will try, she agreed. Atala sighed and lay down 
to rest one more time the next day, under a blooming fig tree.

Time flew by. Days and nights seemed to move more and more erratically. The 
people changed and manipulated earth’s materials, making concrete, plastic, 
and other complex materials. Earth was dug up to give way to deforestation, 
mining, and human estates. People wanted everything, hungrily grabbing at the 
newest items to own and chasing happiness, time, and fulfillment everywhere 
they trod. Fire started everywhere, and Atala’s descendants and Chari’s 
descendants watched as the sky burned red once more. So much earth was dug 
up from under the people that it choked up the trees and wildlife. There soon 
became very little room for them at all as humans hungrily expanded.

You can’t eat money. You can’t drink fame. You can’t find shelter under a pile of 
stuff. You can’t sleep on top of concrete land. This is what Chari’s descendant 
daughter, Oliva, pondered as she gazed out her window. Too many people… 
silent while the world is burning. She stood by the window for 2 hours, 
Overlooking the people as they tear things apart instead of pulling themselves 

together. They’re searching the world for happiness, when it really comes from 
the inside. She walked outside and sat under one of the world’s last willow trees. 
She glanced at an outdoor painted clay pot. The pot was filled with whistling 
hills and a large assortment of wild animals. Hopping rabbits. Prancing 
deer. Flapping birds. Engravings of sweeping vines swivel around half of the 
pot. The imperfections of cracks were filled with gold like Kintsugi. On the 
other side, it featured gaping fish and bustling aquatic life. She peered out at 
the concrete jungle. Swarms of people buzzing. Pigeons pecking. Songbirds 
shoving themselves into city crevices. The heat licked her arms evasively, and 
she stepped back from the window. Atala and Chari’s spirits sat by a nearby dry 
riverbed crying, under a fig tree in the distance. She sat down on the house’s 
leather chair and sighed, staring towards the window. Little did we know that 
we had everything, and now we have destroyed it, she lamented. She thought 
for a moment as time passed mercilessly around her. We must simplify the 
complex. Inactivity is as deadly as reactivity. People must take action of their 
lives before their inaction takes action of their lives. Time is meaningless until 
you make it meaningful. Her hands gravitated towards the pot, and she raised it 
up above her head. The sun shone on it. Making this world a good place for all 
will take time, but good comes to those who wait. And if I am granted enough 
life to see that day, I will remember that good things should not be rushed. But 
for now, I’ll be waiting for you, world. I’ll be waiting, and waiting, and waiting, 
and waiting. And Waiting. Until I can convince enough people to fight for you. 
Until we make this world safe enough, for all to live. Plant all our olives so they 
may grow into something bigger. And we can build a world where those olive 
pits can grow happily, without corruption and destruction. For now I don’t 
know how much longer I can wait, because time now spins, and I can’t act and 
change humanity alone. Before my time is up. Before our time is up.

Maddie is a Senior Literary Artist at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts. 
My major interests are: writing, science, and music with minor interests in visual art, 

culinary arts, gardening, and animal-keeping. My home district is in Durham Township.
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I met Joris Rosse in the summer of 1979 shortly after I started dating my wife An-
nie Prince. Annie & I were married at his home on Creek Road in 1980, where 
he lived with Gloria Leight who was Annie’s best friend. Our wedding was the 

first major event at his farm.
When Joris died on February 26, 2021, having recently turned 91, we remi-

nisced about the incredible influence he had on our lives. 
Joris came to Lehigh University to work in the building planning and design 

department. As a native of the Netherlands, and into green concepts early on, he 
promoted the adaptive reuse of buildings. When the time came to build a new chem-
istry building, Joris oversaw the conversion of the Chandler-Ullman building to a 
mixed use building where the arts department became based, as well as numerous 
classrooms, lecture halls and offices. His disagreements with the Provost about saving 
buildings rather than tearing them down to build new ones so as to show the alumni 
donors “progress”, led to his being fired. Lehigh’s loss was the Lehigh Valley’s gain 
because Joris focused his life on education and advocacy for the environment and 
sustainability. He fought to stop the building of a waste incinerator at the Bethlehem 
Landfill, and the experience he gained in community building during that process 

Remembering Joris Rosse
Bruce Wilson and Annie Prince

Remembering Joris Rosse Bruce Wilson and Annie Prince 

Joris Rosse

Remembering Joris Rosse

Annie Prince is an Independent Producer of Music, Film, TV & Radio 
Productions & Special Events in the U.S. & the U.K. since 1984. As a 

fundraiser & grant writer, she serves as the Director of Development for 
Peace & Reconciliation, Peace Education, & Leadership Development 

Programs for non-profit organizations in Northern Ireland.

Bruce Wilson, LEED Accredited Professional, is a general contractor specializing 
in green building, energy improvements to existing buildings, and historic 

preservation. He has been educating about green building and climate change for 
over 10 years and is a frequent contributor to Sustainable Lehigh Valley. 

caused him to embrace the suggestion by Martin Boksenbaum and Jerry Brunetti for 
the creation of the Alliance for Sustainable Communities Lehigh Valley which he 
agreed to be based at his house.

His adaptive reuse of the barn on his property into his residence later became the 
home of the Morning Star Center, where the Alliance was based. He was a renowned 
ceramic artist, having built a pottery studio in his basement, with a large gas kiln, and 
his work is still coveted by collectors today. While Joris was a realtor for a short time 
in the early 80’s, he sold us our house in West Bethlehem in 1980. The big 1905 Vic-
torian house was condemned and all boarded up, on 2 ½ acres of land with the ruins 
of a stone barn from the 1800’s, from what had been a 25 acre farm. He loved the idea 
of preserving an urban farm, where we grew organic vegetables for restaurants & had 
community gardens & started the first experimental CSA in the U.S. founded by Jan 
Vandertuin who moved here from Switzerland. We spent the next 27 years working 
on the house & gardens, and Joris was proud to have been the impetus for it all.

For the celebration for his 90th birthday, I baked a large loaf of sprouted wheat 
sourdough bread which he loved and said reminded him of bread he ate as a child in 
the Netherlands. That’s one of the best compliments I’ve ever been given. We will 
always have a special place in our hearts for Joris, for being an exceptional role model 
always encouraging all of us to live a greener, more sustainable life.
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One day,
In The Last Real Town,
In the last real October,
It will be the 31st—a Friday.
And through some sympathetic working of the universe,
All will open their eyes to a ceiling above.
And hate will have not creeped under the pillows
Of all the happy people. 

One day,
In The Last Real Town in the last real October,
The children will gaze in wonderment
At the swirling, golden leaves
That fall as if they are suspended by silks 
(they take all the time in the world)
In time,
Long hours of classes and coloring sheets,
They will don their masks
When the sun casts the streets in amber.

And just miles away,
The forests will be filled
With the crunch of fallen foliage
As young couples trot through the maze of sycamore and maple—
Blissfully present
Like playful revenants.

The Last Real Town 
David Fadem

The Last Real Town  David Fadem 

The sun sets, 
One last supernova of peach and marigold
Before the revelry takes on its dying form
(exchanged candy and movies
more camp than horror)

Time was not there to turn the calendar page
But it would have read November 1st.
And the moon would have been awake
In the youthful morning sky
But the candy will lie uneaten —
The parties uncleaned
Because The Last Real Town
Didn’t want to die a slow, warm death.
So it picked a day. 

David Fadem is a 2nd-year student at the Lehigh Valley Charter High School 
for the Arts, where he majors in Literary Arts and specializes in poetry.  
He enjoys cooking, taking walks in the cold, and listening to folk music.
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The wind-swept field,
summoning the waltz of the wild violet.
Deliriously swaying to the whir of the world 
like the lick of a flame. 

But the wave of lush purple warmly regards its atmosphere,
selflessly.
Of intimate mornings and autumnal sky,
riverbanks and neighboring marigolds. 

The mellow incense of the herbaceous plants 
garnish the air.
Pollen that wafts to the nearby pasture 
clinging to the backs of brunette heifers. 

How could I not relish in these sun-drenched fields
and late nights of crackling embers? 
Farm cats whose paws pad on soft wood 
and play contentedly with tendrils. 

I am impassioned with these murals,
of our natural world. 

Earthly Murals 
Audrey Crocco

 Audrey is a sophomore at Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts, 
majoring in literary arts. She has a love of writing and reading, especially 
poetry and memoirs. Even before she knew how to write, Audrey would 
dictate her stories to her parents so they could write them down for her.

Earthly Murals  Audrey Crocco 

“Paths with a Heart” – cover artist Don Wilson

In 2019, Nurture Nature Center invited local artists to create two- or three-dimen-
sional works around the theme of animal or human migrations. In this painting, 
completed in 2020, I’ve tried to show some of the motivations forcing millions of 
people around the world to leave their native countries. 

After seeing the film “Human Flow” by prominent Chinese artist Ai Weiwei, the 
depth and tragedy of this on-going exodus helped me focus on some of the under-
lying forces. I decided to use the eight-pointed mandala/wheel format and consider 
just eight of the many reasons for these “migrations”. The wheel image is a reminder 
that this situation is ever changing, ever present somewhere, always in motion.

In 2019, I was invited to meet a recent immigrant from Central America. This 
young woman traveled the first 1400 miles of her journey under difficult conditions 
with her young child to the U.S./ Mexican border. The government of her country 
had little concern for its citizens, especially those in rural areas, who were often per-
secuted, and sometimes jailed without charges, or killed. Having a relative she could 
live with in New Jersey allowed her to move on and begin a new life. Upon entering 
the U.S., they were held in a detention center for four months. Six or seven of us lis-
tened to her story with the help of an interpreter, and during the last five minutes of 
her conversation, she was crying under her words. The translation was not needed.

Don started exhibiting his art in 1962, and much of his work in the 1960’s involved 
creating illustrations for magazines, textbooks, calendars, and newspapers. He has 
a BFA degree from Tyler School of Art at Temple University, and also attended 
California State University at Long Beach. 

For 30 years, he taught visual art in high schools in New Jersey and Massachusetts, 
including most traditional 2-D and 3-D disciplines, as well as photography, com-
puter graphics, and video production.

Don is a member of ACE, the Arts Community of Easton, and has had group and 
solo exhibits at the Nurture Nature Center and many other local venues. He has 
been a Master Watershed Steward since 2018, and is currently a member of the Fry’s 
Run Watershed Association.

Through a NOAA grant received by the Nurture Nature Center, he was one of 
three artists asked to create portable murals reflecting the theme Create Resilience. 
Don’s mural portrays images of the past, present, and future in the Wilson Area 
School District, including Williams Township and Wilson Borough. 

Paths With a Heart
“Paths with a Heart” – cover artist Don Wilson  



5756

Lisbeth Abreu

Phone: 484-240-9563

Email: lehighfnb 
@protonmail.com

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Our organization is directly involved in the sharing of free 
vegan food. This is based on the belief that food waste is 
merely driven by corporate greed and has no bearing on the 
quality and quantity of food that actually reaches people. 
Understanding that food scarcity is only part of the equation 
regarding the climate crisis is not only imperative but a must. 

As Food Not Bombs we exist to bridge that gap, the sharing 
of food isn’t just right, it is just! The commodification of life 
necessities under our system has caused us to forget that life 
and nature exist outside of capital. They exist outside our 
modes of production and our “free markets.

Food Not BombsT

See the following pages for an index of organizations that promote sustainable communities, 
arranged by the areas in which they work. Detailed information for each organization is available 
on our online directory.  
[www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/]

New Listings

100 N 3rd Street, #504
Easton, PA 18042

Phone: 484-544-4125
Email: info@lvji.org

www.lvji.org

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Lehigh Valley Justice Institute-T
The Justice Institute is an independent nonpartisan research, 
policy, and advocacy organization working to develop and 
promote a reimagined criminal justice system that is eq-
uitable and fair for all. The Institute utilizes a data-driven 
approach focused on the criminal justice processes of the 
Lehigh Valley area of Pennsylvania.

Ashleigh Strange

Phone: 484-635-6650
Email: info@lvstandsup.org

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Lehigh Valley Stands Up-T
Lehigh Valley Stands Up (LVSU) a grassroots multi-racial 
working class force for transformative political change.

Organizations that Promote  
Sustainable Communities

We’d like to hear from you!

Call for Submissions

Are you interested in sustainability? Do you have 
ideas or opinions you can share with others? 

You found the right publication!  

Sustainable Lehigh Valley welcomes 
essays, poetry, fiction (‘short shorts’ or 
‘flash fiction’), photographs, drawings, 
and other artwork (and hybrid forms 
such as editorial cartoons or graphic 

stories) related to one or more aspects 
of sustainability — especially if they are 

aligned with the Alliance’s goals.  
(see page 20) 

You can help raise awareness and  
make a real difference in moving us  
towards a more sustainable world!

Please review our new guidelines. 
[www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines]

Any questions? — contact 
SLV-editors@sustainlv.org

https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-justice-institute/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/lehigh-valley-stands-up/
https://www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines
http://www.sustainlv.org/slv-guidelines/
mailto:SLV-editors%40sustainlv.org?subject=
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Organizations that Promote Sustainable Communities

For detailed listings and contact information, see our online directory. 
www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings

Activism & Engagement
(also see Climate Action)

ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater Lehigh Valley
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Berks Gas Truth
Community Env. Legal Defense Fund (CELDF)
Food Not Bombs ..................................................  57
Good Government PA
Lehigh Valley Gas Truth
LEPOCO Peace Center
Nurture Nature Center
PEACE-Youth
Pennsylvania Community Rights Network
POWER Lehigh Valley
Tackling T.I.N.A.
United Sludge-Free Alliance
Young People Making Peace Summer Day 

Essay: Gentrify No More, Preserve History! ....22
Essay: Remembering Joris Rosse......................50
Essay:  #TeachTheTruth ......................................32
Principles of Environmental Justice ..................27
Teaching Climate (see page 28)

Peace, World Affairs
 (also see Climate Action)

Food Not Bombs ..................................................  57
King Memorial Project
LEPOCO Peace Center
Young People Making Peace Summer Day Camp

Arts & Culture
Allentown Public Theatre (APT)
Arts Community of Easton
Columcille Megalith Park
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor
Easton Mural Project
Godfrey Daniels
Heritage Conservancy
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
The Journey Home
Lehigh Valley Arts Council

Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania
Lower Saucon Township Historical Society
Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
Nurture Nature Center
SouthSide Film Festival & Film Institute
Stonehedge Gardens
Touchstone Theatre
WDIY 88.1 Lehigh Valley Public Radio, NPR

Building & Campus Sustainability
Bruce Wilson Contracting (see ad on page 64)

Cafés & Restaurants
 (See Food – Prepared & Retail)

Civil Liberties / Human Rights
(also see Women’s Rights)

ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater Lehigh Valley
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Latino Leadership Alliance of the Lehigh Valley
Lehigh Valley Justice Institute ........................... 57
YWCA of Bethlehem

Essay: The Power of Inclusion ...........................18
Essay: Restorative Justice: A New Hope .........30
Principles of Environmental Justice ..................27

Climate Action
350 Berks & Lehigh Valley Climate Action
Alliance for Sustainable Communities, p. 10
Citizens’ Climate Lobby – Lehigh Valley
Climate Reality Project – Lehigh Valley
Lehigh Valley Stands Up ..................................... 57
LV Climate Action Network (LV-CAN)
NCC Climate Action Network

Essay: #TeachTheTruth .......................................32
Teaching Climate (see page 28)

Coalition & Partnership-Building
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Arts Community of Easton

For detailed listings and contact information, see our online directory. 
www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings

(Listings continue on next page)

Bethlehem Food Co-Op
Buy Fresh Buy Local – Greater Lehigh Valley
Friends of Johnston
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Lehigh Valley Arts Council
Lenape Nation of Pennsylvania
Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
POWER Lehigh Valley
South Side Initiative (SSI)

Community Building & Revitalization
Afros in Nature
Community Action Committee (CACLV),
Community Action Development Corporations
Easton Area Neighborhood Center
Easton Hunger Coalition
Foodshed Alliance
Friends of Johnston
Heritage Conservancy
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Latino Leadership Alliance of the Lehigh Valley
Lehigh Valley Bartering Community
Little Free Libraries
Neighborhood Health Centers of the LV
Slate Belt Rising
South Side Initiative (SSI)
Stonehedge Gardens

Disabilities and Access
LV Center for Independent Living (LVCIL)

Essay: The Power of Inclusion ...........................18

Education, Schools, Training
Afros in Nature 
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Bethlehem Backyards for Wildlife
The Caring Place
CAT—Coalition for Appropriate Transportation
Camel’s Hump Farm (see Friends of Johnston)
Center for Humanistic Change
Circle of Seasons Charter School
Colleges & Universities
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor
Friends of Johnston
Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center

Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
International Institute for Restorative Practices
Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center
Kellyn Foundation
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
LV Center for Independent Living (LVCIL)
Mid-Atlantic Renewable Energy Association 

(MAREA)
Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
Natural Builders Guild
Nurture Nature Center
Penn State Cooperative Extension Service
Planned Parenthood Keystone
ProJeCt of Easton
Rodale Institute
The Seed Farm
Shanthi Project
Touchstone Theatre
Turning Point of Lehigh Valley
United Sludge-Free Alliance
Wildlands Conservancy
Young People Making Peace Summer Day Camp
YWCA of Bethlehem

Essay: The Power of Inclusion ...........................18
Essay: #TeachTheTruth .......................................32 
Teaching Climate (see page 28)

Environmental Stewardship
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Bethlehem Backyards for Wildlife
EAC Network | Environmental Advisory Councils
Friends of Johnston
Heritage Conservancy
Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center
Lehigh County Farmland Preservation Program
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Nurture Nature Center
Penn State Cooperative Extension Service
Pennsylvania Community Rights Network
Pennsylvania Land Trust Association
Sierra Club, Kittatinny Group
Sierra Club, Lehigh Valley Group
Wildlands Conservancy
Watershed Associations

For detailed listings and contact information, see our online directory. 
www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings

https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings
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Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley

Essay: A Rejection of the Rights of Nature ........4
Essay: #TeachTheTruth .......................................32 
Principles of Environmental Justice ..................27

Wildlife
Bethlehem Backyards for Wildlife
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Lehigh Valley Audubon Society
Lehigh Valley Bird Town Coalition
Lehigh Valley Zoo

Food – Farming and CSAs
Agri-Dynamics, Inc. (see ad on page  66)
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Buy Fresh Buy Local – Greater Lehigh Valley
Crooked Row Farm (see ad on page  65)
Easton Urban Farm
Farmers’ Markets
Hunter Hill CSA (see ad on page  66)
Penn State Cooperative Extension Service
PA Assoc. for Sustainable Agriculture (PASA)
Pennsylvania Farmers Union
Plant a Row Lehigh Valley
Rodale Institute
The Seed Farm
United Sludge-Free Alliance

Food Policy
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Easton Hunger Coalition
Food Not Bombs ..................................................  57
Foodshed Alliance
Kellyn Foundation
Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council
Second Harvest Food Bank

Food – Prepared & Retail
Bethlehem Food Co-Op
Frey’s Better Foods (see ad on page 65)
Green Harvest Food Emporium (see ad page 66)
Jenny’s Kuali (see ad on page 64)
Nature’s Way (see ad on inside front cover)

Health and Wellness
Afros in Nature
Beginning Over Foundation
Bethlehem Partnership for a Healthy Community

The Caring Place
Easton Hunger Coalition
Easton Urban Farm
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Kellyn Foundation
Planned Parenthood Keystone
Shanthi Project

Housing and Homelessness
Community Action Committee (CACLV)
Community Action Development Corporations
Easton Area Neighborhood Center
Habitat For Humanity of the Lehigh Valley

Internships
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10 

(also see inside back cover)
Nurture Nature Center

Justice System
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater Lehigh Valley
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
The Journey Home
Lehigh Valley Justice Institute ............................. 57
Lehigh Valley Stands Up ..................................... 57
LEPOCO Peace Center
Land Use and Planning
EAC Network | Environmental Advisory Councils
Friends for the Protection of Lower Macungie
Lehigh County Farmland Preservation Program
South Side Initiative (SSI)

Essay: Restorative Justice: A New Hope .........30

Local Economy
Buy Fresh Buy Local – Greater Lehigh Valley
Community Action Committee (CACLV)
Community Action Development Corporations
Farmers’ Markets
Slate Belt Rising
South Side Initiative (SSI)
Left Turn  ............................  (see inside front cover)

Media
Lehigh Valley Black News Network
Lehigh Valley Progressive Events
WDIY 88.1 Lehigh Valley Public Radio, NPR 

(see ad on back cover)
Left Turn  ............................  (see inside front cover)

For detailed listings and contact information, see our online directory. 
www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings

Minority Empowerment
Afros in Nature
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater Lehigh Valley
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
Latino Leadership Alliance of the Lehigh Valley
King Memorial Project
Lehigh Valley Stands Up ..................................... 57
NAACP – Allentown Branch
NAACP – Bethlehem Branch
NAACP – Easton Branch
POWER Lehigh Valley
YWCA of Bethlehem

Essay: The Power of Inclusion ...........................18

Permaculture
Stonehedge Gardens

Recreation
Afros in Nature
Allentown Hiking Club
CAT—Coalition for Appropriate Transportation
Columcille Megalith Park
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Lehigh Valley Zoo
Sierra Club, Kittatinny Group
Sierra Club, Lehigh Valley Group

Renewable Energy
Mid-Atlantic Renewable Energy Association
Sustainable Energy Fund

Re-Thinking & Re-Skilling
Afros in Nature
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Beyond Capitalism Working Group
International Institute for Restorative Practices
Lehigh Valley Stands Up ..................................... 57
Natural Builders Guild
Nurture Nature Center
Shanthi Project
Left Turn  .........................................(inside front cover)

Sharing Economies
Beyond Capitalism Working Group
Food Not Bombs ..................................................  57
FreeCycle
Lehigh Valley Bartering Community
Little Free Libraries
Mutual Aid Network of the Lehigh Valley
Neighborhood Health Centers of the LV
Tackling T.I.N.A.
Transitions Lehigh Valley

Social and Economic Justice
Afros in Nature
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater Lehigh Valley
Alliance for Sustainable Communities ............  10
Community Action Committee (CACLV)
Community Action Development Corporations
Food Not Bombs ..................................................  57
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
The Journey Home
King Memorial Project
LV Center for Independent Living (LVCIL)
Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council
Lehigh Valley Humanists
Lehigh Valley Stands Up ..................................... 57
LEPOCO Peace Center
NAACP – Allentown Branch
NAACP – Bethlehem Branch
NAACP – Easton Branch
POWER Lehigh Valley
Slate Belt Rising
Tackling T.I.N.A.
Turning Point of Lehigh Valley
Young People Making Peace Summer Day Camp

Essay: The Power of Inclusion ...........................18
Essay: Gentrify No More, Preserve History! ....22
Essay: Restorative Justice: A New Hope .........30
Left Turn  .........................................(inside front cover)

Spiritual Wellbeing
Columcille Megalith Park
Dharma Moon Sangha
Kirkridge Retreat Center
Shanthi Project
Stonehedge Gardens

For detailed listings and contact information, see our online directory. 
www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings

(Listings continue on next page)

https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings
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Transportation
CAT—Coalition for Appropriate Transportation

Voting Rights
ACLU of Pennsylvania – Greater Lehigh Valley
League of Women Voters

Women’s Rights
(also see Civil Liberties /  Human Rights)

Beginning Over Foundation
The Journey Home
Planned Parenthood Keystone
Turning Point of Lehigh Valley
Valley Against Sex Trafficking (VAST)

Youth Development & Empowerment
Afros in Nature
Allentown Public Theatre (APT)
The Caring Place

CAT—Coalition for Appropriate Transportation
Center for Humanistic Change
The Children’s Home of Easton
Community Action Committee (CACLV)
Easton Urban Farm
Friends of Johnston
Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley
LV Center for Independent Living (LVCIL)
Lehigh Valley Stands Up ..................................... 57
Mock Turtle Marionette Theatre
Penn State Cooperative Extension Service
ProJeCt of Easton
Shanthi Project
Stonehedge Gardens
Young People Making Peace Summer Day Camp
YWCA of Bethlehem

For detailed listings and contact information, see our online directory. 
www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings

Tired of reading on screen?
Can’t find a copy in your favorite shop? 

Readers of the print edition say they love holding the booklet in their 
hands, that it’s so much more enjoyable than reading on screen.

Subscribe and we will (1) send you a PDF copy as soon as it’s done and 
(2) mail you a copy of the printed Sustainable Lehigh Valley booklet as 
soon as they’re back from the printer!

Donate $12 or more and we’ll mail the next two issues directly to you!   
(U.S. addresses only)   [www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley]  

How the Alliance Began 

We include the story of our startup for those not familiar with the Alliance.

Back in 2002, Jerry Brunetti and Martin Boksenbaum organized a forum at 
the Cathedral Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. It focused on how town-
ships, boroughs, grassroots activists, regional coalitions, food producers, and 
community organizations could work together to build regional sustainabil-
ity and democracy. Some fifty or so Lehigh Valley activists and representa-
tives of organizations participated, and all in attendance got the chance to 
talk about what they and their organizations were doing — but the person who 
really shook things up that evening was Tom Linzey of CELDF (Community 
Environmental Legal Defense Fund), who said that to be truly effective meant 
working collaboratively, collectively. 

We held a series of follow-up meetings, culminating in Tom Linzey’s return 
for a meeting at Morning Star Center at the end of February 2003, hosted by 
Joris Rosse and Joann Jones. The thirty or so people present shared the belief 
that to have any power, we needed to work together — and we decided, right 
then and there, to create that united voice.

In the course of the next few months, a core group developed a comprehensive 
Statement of Principles, which we then used as the basis for a compact state-
ment of our Vision, Mission, and Goals (see page 20). At the end of 2003, 
we incorporated and became a tax-exempt nonprofit. We organized commu-
nity dialogues, developed energy projects, published the first Directory of 
Organizations and Businesses That Promote Sustainable Communities (now 
called Sustainable Lehigh Valley) in 2004, created our website, started our 
internship program, and organized a number of working groups.

And we’ve been at it ever since.

Join us in working for more sustainable communities!

About the Alliance

About the Alliance – How the Alliance Began

image created by Jillian Pagliei based on original drawing by Caitlin Campbell

Also see:
• About the Alliance ........................................................ 10
• About the Alliance – Vision and Goals ......................... 20
• About the Alliance –Rethinking Education ................ 29

https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings/
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/sustainable-lv-directory-listings
https://www.sustainlv.org/publications/sustainable-lehigh-valley/
https://www.sustainlv.org/about-us/vision-mission-goals/declaration-of-principles/
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Show your commitment to 
sustainable communities! 

Patronize the local farms and businesses that advertise here — by 
choosing to advertise here, they are showing their commitment! 

And their ads help support this publication and raise public awareness of 
the need for working together to make our communities more sustainable.

Advertise in this booklet! 

If you run a local farm or business that’s working for sustainability, 
please consider advertising here!  The Sustainable Lehigh Valley booklet 
reaches thousands of people who are already interested in sustainability 
and are a good target audience — and you also get a free descriptive 
listing in our online directory for a full year. See “Advertising” on the 
Alliance website or contact us by email. [directory@sustainlv.org]

Bruce Wilson Contracting
Bruce Wilson, Leed AP

Green Building, Energy Improvements,  
Small Jobs to Whole-House Renovations

Licensed and Insured PA Contractor #PA010930

Project Developer at GEMM Master Planning
www.gemmasterplanning.com

Phone 610-282-0822 bwc@ptd.net

https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/crooked-row-farm/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/freys-better-foods/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/jennys-kuali/
mailto:directory%40sustainlv.org?subject=
mailto:directory%40sustainlv.org?subject=
mailto:directory%40sustainlv.org?subject=
mailto:bwc%40ptd.net?subject=ad%20in%20Sustainable%20Lehigh%20Valley%20booklet
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Editing & Publishing • Communication 
Climate Action • Community & Restorative Justice 

Food, Health, & Climate • Urban Ecology

Internships
Rethink the System — Work for Change

This was an absolutely wonderful and invaluable 
experience for me… a major reason why I 
was offered this job. — GP, Moravian College 
(Democracy In Action)
Unlike any traditional class, I was given an op
por tunity to gain firsthand knowledge on real 
challenges… while working towards real progress 
within the community. — BB, Lehigh University 
(Sustainability In Healthcare)

“Working with the Alliance allowed me to work 
with individuals who share my passion for sus
tainability, as well as to voice my own ideas…. 
Being able to work on something I really care 
about was a truly rewarding and enjoyable ex
peri ence, and I would recommend it to any
one who has a passion for sustainability. — LB, 
Muhlenberg College (Communication & Media) 

See internships.sustainlv.org 
or email peter@sustainlv.org

Some recent & planned internships

FFrreesshh  iiss  bbeetttteerr!!  
WWhheenn  iitt  ccoommeess  ttoo  ggrreeaatt  ffoooodd,,  nnootthhiinngg  bbeeaattss  tthhee  ffrreesshhnneessss  
aanndd  ttaassttee  ooff  llooccaall!!  FFiinndd  llooccaall  ffaarrmmss,,  ffaarrmmeerrss  mmaarrkkeettss,,  aanndd  
ootthheerr  pprroodduucceerrss  nneeaarr  yyoouu  wwiitthh  oouurr  LLooccaall  FFoooodd  FFiinnddeerr  aatt  

wwwwww..bbuuyyllooccaallggllvv..oorrgg  

Using EBT/ACCESS? Double your dollars for fresh, local fruits and vegetables with 
Lehigh Valley Fresh Food Bucks! Visit www.freshfoodbucks.org to learn more! 

Community 
Supported 
Agriculture

Locally grown produce, 
from our farm to you.
We grow without the use of 

synthetic chemicals, for our health 
and the health of our community!

Weekly farmshare June–October
It’s a great value!

Learn more & sign up on our 

website: www.hunterhillcsa.com

Easton, PA

mailto:https://internships.sustainlv.org?subject=
http://internships.sustainlv.org
mailto:peter%40sustainlv.org?subject=Internship
mailto:https://www.buylocalglv.org?subject=
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/green-harvest-food-emporium/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/agri-dynamics-inc/
https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/hunter-hill-csa/


PB68Listen online at WDIY.ORG

NPR NEWS, PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
AND AN ECLECTIC MIX OF MUSIC

™

MANY CHOICES.

REAL VOICES.

https://www.sustainlv.org/directory_entry/wdiy-88-1-fm-lehigh-valleys-community-npr-station/

